4 


COLLECTION 


O F 


LETTERS 


On the Moſt 


FRETS. and Important SuBJEcTs, / 


AND ON 


Several Occaſions. 


By FILLIAM LAW, M. A. 
LONDON: 


Printed for J. RICHARDSON, in Pater- 
Noſter- Row. 17 60. 


{ Price Two Shillings. ] 


* 


ADVERTISEMENT 
TO THE — 


R E A D E R. 


HE Letters in this Collection 
having been experimentally 
found of great private Benefit, the 
conſent of the Author has been ob- 
tained to their being made Publick. 
And as they contain a rich Treaſure 
of divine Truths, and come home 
to the Boſoms of Men, comprehend- 
ing the Fulneſs of Religion, and re- 
ſolving a great Variety of important 
Points, the Editors have great Plea- 
ſure, in being allowed to Publiſh 
them. 
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To Mr. J. L. 


My dear and moſt werthy Friend, 


* OR fo J muſt ſalute you, as having 
F 25 long dwelt in my Heart under that 


ENR Idea, though perſonally unknown 

| to me, I ſhall not trouble you with 
apologizing for this long Silence, but ſpeak 
directly to the Matters of yours, concerning 
your Difficulty to join in any Church Come 
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Religion, or Church Communion is in 
its true Nature, both external and internal, 
which are thus united, and thus diſtin- 
guiſhed; the one is the outward Sign, the 
other is the inward Truth ſignified by it: 
The one never was, nor ever can be, in 
its true State, without the other. 

The inward Truth, or Church, is Re- 
generation, or the Life, Spirit, and Power 
of Chriſt, quickened and brought to life, 
in the Soul. 

The outward Sign, or Church, is that 
outward Form, or manner of Life, that 
bears full witneſs to the Truth of this re- 
generated Life of Chriſt, formed or revealed 
in the Soul. 

The inward Truth gives forth its outward 
proper Manifeſtations of itſelf, and theſe 
Manifeſtations bring forth the true outward 
Church, and make it to be vi/ible, and out- 
wardly known. 

As thus, every thing in the inward Life, 
and Spirit, and Will of Chriſt, when it be- 
comes living, dwelling and working in the 
Spirit of our Minds, or inward Man, is 
the inward Church, or Kingdom of God, 
ſet up within us: And every. thing in the 
outward Behaviour, and viſible Converſa- 


tion of Chriſt, whilſt dwelling amongſt 


Men, when practiſed and followed by us, 
in 


—— 
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in the Form and Manner of our Life, 
makes us the Members of that outward 
Church, which he ſet up in this World. 

Inwardly nothing lived in Chriſt, but the 
fole Will of God, a perpetual Regard to 
his Glory, and one continual Deſire of the 
Salvation of all Mankind. When this 
Spirit is in us, then are we inwardly one 
with Chriſt, and united to God through 
Him. 

Outwardly Chriſt exerciſed every kind of 
Love, Kindneſs and Compaſſion to the Souls 
and Bodies of Men; nothing was viſible in 
the outward Form of his Life, but Hu- 
mility and Lowlineſs of State in every ſhape ; 
a contented Want, or rather total Diſ- 
regard of all worldly Riches, Power, Eaſe 
or Pleaſure ; a continual Meekneſs, Gentle- 
nels, Patience and Reſignation, not only 
to the Will of God, but to the haughty 
Powers of the World, to the Perverſeneſs, 
and Contradiction of all the Evil and Ma- 
lice of Men, and all the Hardſhips and 
Troubles of human Life : Now this, and 
ſuch like outaward Behaviour of Chriſt, thus 
ſeparate from, and contrary to the Spirit, 
Wiſdom and Way, of this World, was 
that very outward Church, of which he 
willed all Mankind to become viſible, and 
living Members. — And whoever in the Spi- 
| - B 2 rit 
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rit of Chriſt, lives in the outward Exerciſe 
of theſe Virtues, lives as to himſelf in the 
higheſt Perfection of Church Unity, and is 
the true inward and outward Chriſtian.— 
He is all that he can be, he hath all that 
he can have, he doth all that he can do, 
and enjoyeth all that he can enjoy, as a Mem- 
ber of Chriſt's Body, or Church in this 
World. | 
For as Chriſt was God and Man, come 
down from Heaven, for no other end, but 
fully to reſtore the Union that was loſt be- 
twixt God and Man, ſo Church Unity is, and 
can be nothing elſe, but the Unity of this, 
or that Man, or number of Men with God, 
through the Power and Nature of Chriſt. 
And therefore it muſt be the Truth, and the 
whole Truth, that nothing more is required, 
nor will any thing leſs be able, to make 
any one a true Member of the one Church of 
Chriſt, out of which there is no Salvation, 
and in which there is no Condemnation, 
but only and ſolely his Conformity to, and 
Union with the inward Spirit, and outward 
Form of Chriſt's Life and Behaviour in this 
World.—This is the one Feld under one Shep- 
herd ; though the Sheep are ſcattered, or feed- 
ing in Vallies, or on Mountains ever ſo diſ- 
tant, or ſeparate from one another, 


On 
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On the other hand, not only every un- 
reaſonable unjuſt Action, be it done to whom 
it will, not only every unkind, proud, wrath- 
ful, ſcornful, diſdainful inward Thought, 
or out wurd Behaviour to any Perſon, but 
every Unreadineſs to do good of all Kinds, 
to all that we can; every Unw:llingneſs to 
rejoice with them that rejoice, and to weep 
with them that weep, and love our Neigh- 
bour as ourſelves ; every Aver/ton to be in- 
wardly all Love, and outwardly all Meek- 
neſs, Gentleneſs, Courtiſy, and Condeſcen- 
tion in Words and Actions towards eve 
Creature, for whom Chriſt died, makes 
us Schiſmatics, though we be ever fo daily 
gathered together, tnto one and the ſame 
Place, joining in one and the ſame Form of 
Creeds, Prayers and Praiſes offered to God, 
and is truly a leaving, or breaking that 
Church Unity, which makes us one with 
Chriſt, as our Head, and unites us with 
Men, as the Members of his Body. 
That the matter is thus ; that the true 
Church Unity conſiſts in our walking as Chriſt 
walked, fully appears, as from many others, 
ſo from theſe plain Words of our Lord him- 
ſelf: Ze are not of this World, as I am not of 
this World, but I have choſen you out of the 
World. Therefore to have that Contrariety 
to the World, which Chriſt had, is the one 
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neceſſary and full Proof of our being his, 
of our belonging to him, _ being one 


with him. 


Again, Aide in me, and I in you, if ye 
abide in me, ye ſhall aſe what ye will, and it 
ſhall be done you. If a Man abige not in me, 
he ts caſt forth as a Branch withered, &c. For 
without me ye can do nothing. © 

Therefore the one true Proof of our be- 
ing living Members of Chriſt's Church on 
Earth, or only dead Branches, fit for the 
Fire, is nothing elſe but our being, or not 
Being inwardly of that Spirit, and outward- 

of that Behaviour, which Chriſt mani- 
eſted to the World. 


Again, This is my Commandment, that ye 


be ane another as 1 have loved you, and by 


this ſhall all Men know that ye are my Diſciples. 
Therefore the true and ſufficient Mark of 


our outward Church Memberthip, is there 


only, and fully, outwardly known, and 
found in every Man, where the outward 
Form of Chriſt's loving Behaviour to all 
Men, is outwardly ſeen and known to be 
in him. Theſe and the like Paſſages of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles (though quite over- 
looked by moſt modern Defenders of the one 
Church) are the only Places that ſpeak home 


to the Truth, and Reality of Church 


Unity. 


It 
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It may now be reaſonably aſked, What 
is the divine Service, or Worſhip in this 
Church ? For every Church muſt have its 
divine Service and Worſhip, which is the 
Life, Strength, and Support of it. 

It is anſwered : That no Man can call 
Chriſt Lord, but by the Holy Ghoft. There- 
fore nothing is, or can be a divine Service 
in that Church, which has Chriſt for its 
Lord, but what has the Holy Spirit for its 
Beginner, Doer, and Finiſher. For if it be 
certain. that no one can. own Chriſt as his 
Lord, but by the Holy Spirit, then it muſt 
be equally certain, that no one can ſerve or 
worſhip God through Chriſt his Lord, in 
any other Way, Help, Power or Means, 
but ſo far as it is all done, in, and by the 
Power of the ſame Holy Spirit. Whatſo- 
ever is born of the Fleſh is Fleſh; that is, 
whatſoever proceeds from, or is done by the 
natural Powers of Man, from his Birth of 
Fleſh and Blood, is meerly human, earthly, 
and corrupt, and can no more do any thing 
that is heavenly, or perform a Service or 
worſhip that is divine, than our - preſent 
Fleſh and Blood can enter into the King- 
dom of Heaven. 'Thus faith the Apoſtle, 
Ye are not in the Fleſh, but in the Spirit, if. 
ſo be, the Spirit of God dwelleth in you. Now 
if any Man hath not the Spirit of Chriſt, be 
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ig none of bis. And conſequently if not his, 
he can perform 'no divine Service to him. 
Nor can any Worſhip ceaſe to be car- 
nal, or become divine, .but by its be- 
ing all that it is, and doing all that it doth, 
by the Power, and Preſence of Chriſt 
dwelling in our Souls, and helping us by 
his Holy Spirit to cry in Truth and Reality, 
Abba Father. 

The New Teſtament never calls us to do, 
or offer, or allows any thing to be done or 
offered to God, as a divine Service, or Wor- 
ſhip, but what is done in the Truth, and 
Reality of Faith, of Hope,' of Love, and 
Obedience to God. | 

But throughall theNewTeſtament,no Faith, 


no Hope, no Love is allowed to be true, 


and godly, but only that Faith, that Hope, 
&c. which ſ#lely proceeds from, and is the 
Fruit of the Holy Spirit, living, dwelling, 
and working in our whole Heart, and Soul, 
and Spirit. 

This Spirituality of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, is the Reaſon why it was firſt preached 
to the World under the Name of the King- 
dom of God, becauſe under this new Diſ- 

nſation, freed from Veils, Shadows and 
— of good Things abſent or to come, 
God himſelf is manifeſted, ruling in us and 
over us, as an e//ential Light of our Lives, 
as 
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as an indwelling Word of Power, as a life- 
giving Spirit within us, forming us by a 
new Birth, to become a choſen Generation, 
a royal Prieſthood, to offer ſpiritual Sacrifices 
to God, through a new and living Way which 
Chriſt hath conſecrated for us. The Truth 
and Perfection of which State, is plainly ſet 
forth by the following Prayer of Chriſt, viz. 
That they all may be one, as thou Father art 
in me, and I in thee, that they alſo may be 
one in u. in them and thou in me, that t 
be made perfect in one, and that the Love 
wherewith thou haſt loved me, may be in them, 
and I in them. Now for the Truth and Cer- 
rainty of this ſpiritual Kingdom, in which 
are only ſpiritual Worſhippers baptized from 
above, into an Union, and Communion 
with Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, through 
the myſterious Union of God and Man in 
the one Mediator Jeſus Chriſt ; for the 
Truth, I ſay, of this ſpiritual State of Chriſti- 
anity, we have the plaineſt Words of Chriſt, 
expreſſly declaring that the Jeruſalem Ser- 
vice, and conſequently every Thing, or Ser- 
vice that has the Nature of it, was to have 
its End in the Eſtabliſhment of his Church: 
Believe me, ſaith he, the Hour cometh when 
ye ſhall neither in this Mountain, nor yet at 
Feruſalem, worſhip the Father : But the Hour 
cometh and now is, when the true Worſhippers 


ſhall 
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ſhall worſhip the Father in Spirit and in Truth : 


For the Father ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him. 
Therefore it muſt be certain in the higheſt 
degree, that Chriſt. cannot, nor could ſet up 
any other kind of Worſhip, or Worſhippers, 
but ſuch as the Father ſeeketh ; becauſe he 
and his Father were one, both in Will and 
Work. And the Reaſon and Neceſſity of 
this kind of Worſhip, is added by Chriſt in 
the following Words, God is a Spirit, and 
they that worſhip him, muſt worſhip him in 
Spirit and in Truth. | 
Therefore if Chriſt had not only and ſolely 
ſet up this Truth of ſpiritual Worſhip, he 
had been but another Moſes, and thoug a bet- 
ter Teacher, yet ſtill but as a Schoolmaſter, to 
ſome higher State of Religion, that was yet 
Wanted, and muſt be revealed, if fo be that Man 
was to be reſtored to his true State of Life, U- 
nion, and Happineſs in and with the divine 
Nature. For as God is a Spirit, and our Life 
is ſpiritual, ſo no religious Worſhip can be in 
its true Perfection, or bring us into the Poſſeſ- 
ſion of our higheſt Good, till it raiſes all that 
is Spirit and Life in us, into Union and Com- 
munion with Spirit and Life in Gd. 
If it ſhould here be aſked, How we are to 
become and continue Worſhippers of the 
Father in Spirit and Truth ? It anſwered ; 
All conſiſts in turning inwards, in Attention 
| Ins to 
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to that, which is daily and hourly ſtirring, 
living, and working in our Hearts. 


Now though the Scripture no where gives | 


this Direction in theſe very Wards, yet, ſince 
it is ſaid in Scripture, that God —— 
not in Temples made with Hands, but in 
the Temple of our Hearts, ſince the King- 
dom of God is ſaid to be within us, and 
not to come with outward Obſervation, but 
to be in us, as a ſecret, living Seed of the 
incorruptible Word; ſince our Hearts is 
our whole Life, and we are ſaid to live, and 
move, and have our Being in God, it is di- 
rectly telling us that we are to turn imwards, 
if we would turn to, and find God. 

It is directly telling us, that in what man- 
ner we are within, as the Worſhip is done 
there, ſo is God in ſuch manner Sithin us; 
and that he is no otherwiſe our God, our 
Life, our Reſt and Happineſs, than 1 far 


as the Working of our Hearts, is a willing 


and chuſing, à hungering and thirſting to 
find, feel and enjoy the Life-giving Power 
of his holy Preſence in our Souls. 

To be inwardly therefore attentive to 
God, ſhewing the Good and the Evil, diſ- 
tinguiſhing the Light from the Darkneſs in 
our own Souls; to liſten to the Voice of 
his ever beating Mord, and to watch the 


Movings of his ever ſandtifying Spirit with- 


IN . 
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in us, waiting and longing in the Spirit of 
Prayer, of Faith and Hope, of Love and Re- 
ſignation, to be inwardly quickened and re- 
vived in the Image, and according to the Like- 
neſs of that Son, in whom he is well pleaſed, 
is the worſhipping of God with our Whole 
21148 Heart and Soul, in Spirit and in Truth. 
i It is living to God, in and through the 
fl Power of Chriſt, as he lived ; ; it is praying _. 
31 with him, and by his Spirit, that continua 
Prayer which he always had, whether ſpeak- 
ing to” the Multitude, or healing their Di- 
ſeaſes, or alone by himſelf in the Stillneſs 
of Nights, and Lonelineſs of Mountains. 
For this inward Prayer, in which the whole 
Heart, and Soul, and Spirit, loves, wor- 
ſhips, and applies to a God, not abſent or 
diſtant, but to a Trinity of Goodneſs and 
Mercy, of Light and Love, of Glory and 
Majeſty, dwelling, and working within us, 
willing and defiring to do all that in the 
Temple of our Hearts, which is done and 
always doing in his own Temple in Heaven, 
is a Prayer, that only needs outward Words 
for the ſake of others ; and of which it may 
be faid, as Chriſt ſaid : Father, I knew that 
4 thou always heareſt me, but becauſe of the 
1 People, which ſtand by, IT ſaid it. 
I begin to apprehend, worthy Sir, that 
you Will think I am gone too far about, and 
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not come cloſe enough to the Matter in 
hand. But I hope it is not ſo: I have gone 
through all that I have ſaid, only to ſhew, 
that Church Unity or Communion, is not 
a matter that depends on any particular So- 
ciety, or outward Thing, but is compleat, 
or defective, in ſuch degree, as we live in 
Unity with, or Contrariety to the inward 
Spirit and outward Example of Chriſt. 
For no Union ſignifies any thing to us, or 
our Salvation, but Union with God, through 
Chriſt, and nothing unites us to Chriſt, or 
makes us to be his, but his Holy Spirit 
dwelling, and working inwardly and out- 
wardly in us, as it did in him. 

This is the only Church Unity, that con- 
cerns the Conſcience, and when we are in 
this Unity, we are in Union with Chriſt, 
and with every one who is united to him, 
however diſtant, or ſeparated from us, by 
human Incloſures. 

I come now to conſider the Church under 
another, and more common Idea of it, 
namely as external, add about which, all 
the Chriſtian World is at comity, ſtrife, and 
debate. 

After Chriſtianity had been a few Ages in 
the World, it became national, and ob- 
tained the Protection, and Patronage of 
the Princes of this World, 

Hence 
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| Hence it was enriched with many Gifts 
and Privileges, and ſtrengthened by Powers, 
that were foreign to the Nature of it; and 
Church-men, beginning to quarrel about 
Chriſtian Doctrines, were ſupported in their 
Strife and Diviſion from one another, by 
the os A Powers, under which they 
lived. | 

This State of the Church- hath continued 
to this Day, where almoſt every Age hath 
multiplied the Number of divided Churches, 
brought forth, by the Union of the civil 
and eccleſiaſtical Power. 

This State therefore of external Churches, 
hath the Nature of Things merely human, 
and is ſubject to fuch Alterations, Changes, 
and Corruptions, as the Forms and Revo- 
lutions of temporal Government all over 
the World. And therefore the private 
Chriſtian, who, as ſuch, is a Member of a 
Kingdom, that is not of this World, has 
little or: no Concern in it. 

Without entering into the Merits of di- 
vided Churches, Which I ſhall not do here, 
or any where elſe; Thus much I think, 
may with Truth be affirmed, that where the 
Church and the State are incorporated, and 
2 one and the ſame Power, all the evil 
aſſions, corrupt Views, and worldly In- 
tereſts, which form and een turn 


and 
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and overturn all outward Things, muſt be 
expected often to come to paſs, as well in 
the Church, as in the State, with which it 
is united, 

But as private Chriſtians have no Power, 
or Call to govern the World, or ſet up 
Thrones according to the Principles of Truth 
and Righteouſneſs, but are by the Spirit of 
the Goſpel obliged to ſubmit to, and be con- 
tented with that ſtate of Government, good 
or bad, under which the Providence of God 
has placed them, ſo are they in like manner, 
to exerciſe a patient Submiſſion, and Reſig- 
nation under ſuch an imperfect State of the 
outward Church, which Providence has not 
prevented, and only to take care, to be in- 
wardly found ſuch Worſhippers in Spirit and 
in Truth, as the Father ſeeketh. 

I mean not by this, as ſome have done, 
that any Evil however great inthe Beginning, 
or continuing of uſurped Power, either in the 
Church or State, loſes its evil Nature, and 
may be called right and good, as ſoon as Pro- 
vidence has ſuffered it to become ſucceſsful. 
No, by no means. Succeſs, though always 
to be owned to have God's Permiſſion, leaves 
all things in their own Nature, neither Good 
becauſe ſucceſsful, nor Bad, becauſe defeated 
and c e 

; | The 
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The Wickedneſs of the Jews conſpiring 
and effecting the Death of Chriſt, was not 
only permitted, but ſuitable to the Deſigns 
of Providence, in the Redemption of Man- 
kind.— But that the evil Nature of their 
Wickedneſs did not loſe its Guilt, becauſe 
ſuffered by God to be ſucceſsful, but ſtill con- 
tinues, is plain from the Curſe of God ſtill 
abiding upon it to this day. 

The Duty of private Chriſtians, with re- 
gard to Providence in ſuch Caſes, is not to 
call that Good which before was Evil, or that 
Evil which before was Good, but patiently to 
ſuffer, and humbly acquieſce under all that 


bad outward Courſe of Things, either in 


Church or State, which the Providence of 
God has not thought fit to ptevent, and that 
for theſe Reaſons: Firft, as fully knowing 
that all Things muſt work together for good, 

to thoſe — loye God; Secondly, as piouſly 
believing that in all ſucceſsful Wickedneſs, 
whether of Princes againſt their People, or of 
People againſt their Princes, there is always 


ſomething bid under it, which in its way and 


degree, will like the ſucceſsful Wickedneſs of 
the Jews towards Chriſt, help forward that 
Salvation, far which Chriſt hath laid down 


his Life. 


Who can fay, what a Good, and Bleſſing, 
the Chriſtian World had been deprived of, 
. 
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had the righteous Providence of God not 
permitted the the Princes of the heathen World, 
to make ſych bloody Havock of the firſi 
Chriſtians. 

But ſuppoſe Errors of the following 
Kind got into the Church, viz. 1. The Scrip- 
ture Baptiſm of the whole Body under 
Water, only as it were mimicked, 75 ſcat- 
tering a few Wa of Water on a new- born 
Child's Face. 2. The Supper of the Lord 
4 one Church, "held to be Bread and Wine 
* into the real Fleſh and Blood of 
In another, as Bread and Wine, not 
e into, but ſubſtantially united with 
the real Fleſh and Blood of Chriſt : In 
another, mere Bread and Wine, only made 
Memorials of the Body and Blood of "Chriſt. 
In one Church this, in another that Form 
and Manner of Conſecration held to be 
eſſential ; in another, all Prieſtly Conſecra- 
tion rejected, as rank Superſtition. 3. Sup- 
poſe the original Apoſtolical Conſtitution of 
Church Aſſemblies, where all meet together, 
that all in their turns, might prophecy one by 
one, that all might learn, and all be comforted, 
ſhould in ſome Churches be fo changed, 
that all praying, ſpeaking or prophecying, 
as from the Power, and Preſence of Chriſt 
amongſt them, was quite prohibited ; where 
Wot: i C + eds one 


e _— 
os '« 1 , » „ „„ 


88 IT ERS 
one and the ſame long, tedious, humanly 


contrived Form of Worſhip, -is daily, from 
Year's end to Year's end, to be read by one, 
who is become their only Speaker and In- 
ſtructor, not becauſe he alone is daily full 
of Faith and of the Holy Ghoſt, but be- 
cauſe he is either hired to that Office, or be- 
cauſe, by ſome means or other, the Church 
and Church-yard are become his Freehold. 
Is not ſuch a State of Church Aſſemblies, 
in full contrariety to the firſt Aſſemblies, 
and to the Apoſtle's Injunction; guench not 
the Spirit, deſpiſe not Propeſyings? 4. Sup- 

ſe again, that in the ſettled Service of the 
Church, certain Prayers and Petitions, not 
according to Truth and Righteouſneſs, or 
ſuitable to the Goodneſs of the Evangelical 

Spirit, are read, as Prayers for Succeſs in 
unchriſtian Wars, Prayers for the Deſtruc- 


tion of our Chriſtian 'Brethren, called our 


Enemies, Thanſgivings for ' the violent 


Slaughter and ſucceſsful killing of Man- 
kind: When theſe are made Parts of the 
Church Service, are we in Obedience to the 
Providence of God, ſuffering Things in. 
Church Aſſemblies to come to this paſs, to 
unite and bear a Part in ſuch Church i wage ? 


My Anſwer to all this, ſhall be only 


ſonal ; that is, what I would do myſelf, in 


theſe ſuppoſed Caſes. 


Firſt, 
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Firſt, As to any Defeats, Mutilation, or 
Variations in the outward Form, and Per- 
formance of Baptiſm and the Supper of the 
Lord in the Church, I am under little, or 
no Concern about them ; and that for this 
very good Reaſon, —Becauſe all that is in- 
wardly meant, taught, or intended by them, 
as the Life, Spirit, and full Benefit of them, 
is ſubject to no human Power, is wholl 
tranſacted between God and myſelf, and 
cannot be taken from me, by any Alteration 
made by Man, in the outward Celebration 
of them. 
If the Church, in my Baptiſm, ſhould 
ſprinkle a little Milk, or Wine, inſtead of 
Water, upon my Face, it would be. no de- 
fective Baptiſm to me, if I had all that in- 
ward Diſpoſition of Repentance, of Faith 
in Chriſt, to be born again of Him, which 
was meant, figured, and implied by ſuch 
Immerſion into Water, as was the firſt 

Baptiſm, 
"The ſame may be faid of the Supper 
of the Lord, however altered, or varied in 
its outward Manner from what it was at firſt, 
if the inward Truth, pointed at by it, is 
in me, is loved and adhered to by: me, I 
have all the Benefit that was meant, or 
could be had by it, when it was kept to 
C2 A 
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2 Tittle in the ſame outward Form, in which 


the firſt Church uſed it. 

And therefore the outward Celebration of 
theſe Sacraments is reverenced by me, where- 
ever they are obſerved, as ſtanding in the 
ſame Place, and ſignificant of the ſame in- 
ward Bleſſing, as in their firſt Inſtitution. 

As to the forementioned ſuppoſed Prayers, 


though I am preſent when they are read in 
the Church, I neither make, nor need I 


make them, any more my m Prayers, 
then J make, or need to make all the 
Curſes in the Pſalms, to be my own Curſes, 


when I hear both Prieſt and People reading 


them in the Church, as a Part of divine 
Service. Nor 1s there any more Hypo- 
criſy, or Inſincerity, in one Caſe, than in 


the other. 


I join therefore in the public Aſſemblies, 
not becauſe of the Purity, or Perfection of 
that which is ane, or to be found there, 
but becauſe of that which is meant and in- 
tended by them: They mean the holy, 
public Worſhip of God; they mean the 
Edification of Chriſtians ; they are of great 
Uſe to many People; they keep the World 
from a total Forgetfulneſs of God; they 
help the Ignorant and Letterleſs to fuch a 
Knowledge of God, and the Scriptures, as 
they would not have without them. * . 

n 
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And therefore, fallen as theſe Church 
Aſſemblies are, from their firſt ſpiritual 
State, I reverence them, as the venerable 
Remains of all that, which once was, and 
will, I hope, be again, the Glory of Church 
Aſſemblies, vi. the Miniſtration of the W 
rit, and not of the dead Letter. | 

And there are two very great Signg of the 
near Approach of this Day, in two v 


numerous, yet very different kinds of People 
in theſe Kingdoms. 


In the one Sort, an extraordinary Increaſe 


of new Separations, Particularity of Opi- 


nions, Methods, and religious Diſtinctions, 
is worked up to its utmoſt Height. And 
we ſee them almoſt every Day running 


with Eagerneſs from one Method to another, 


in Queſt of Something, by the Help of a new 
Form, which they have not been able to 
find in the old one. 

Now, as the Vanity and Emptineſs of 
any Thing, or Way, is then only fully diſ- 
. K and felt, when it has run all its 
Lengths, and worked itſelf up to its higheſt 
Pitch, ſo that nothing remains untried, to 
keep up the Deceit; ſo when religious 
Diviſion, Strife of Opinions, invented Forms, 
and all outward Diſtinctions, have done 
their utmoſt, have no farther that they can 


30, nor any thing more to try, then is their 


7 inevi- 


ry 
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inevitable Fall at Hand; and if the Zeal 
was fimple and upright, all muſt end in this 
full Conviction, vis. That Vanity and 
Emptineſs, Burden and Deceit, muſt follow 
us in every Courſe we take, till we have 
done with all our own Running, to expect 
all, and receive all, from the inviſible God 
dwelling in, and bleſſing our Hearts with 
all heavenly Gifts, by a Birth of his eter- 
nal, all-creating Word, and life-giving Spi- 
rit brought forth in our Souls. 

The other Sign J mentioned, is to be 
found in another Kind of a much awakened 
People, in moſt Parts of theſe Kingdoms, 
who in the Midſt of the Noiſe and Multi- 
plicity of all Church-Strife, having heard 
the ſtill, and ſecret Voice of the true Shep- 
herd, are turned inwards, and wholly at- 
tentive to the inward Truth, Spirit and 
Life of Religion, ſearching after the myſti- 
cal, ſpiritual Inſtruction, which leads them 


from the outward Cry, of a Lo here, or there, 


7s Chriſt, to ſeek to him and his redeeming 
Spirit within them, as the only ſafe Guide 
from inward Darkneſs to inward Light; 
and from outward Shadows into the Sub- 
ſtantial, ever enduring Truth ; which Truth 
is nothing elſe, but the everlaſting Union of 
the Soul with God, as its only Good, through 
phe Spirit and Nature of Chrift truly forme 
an 


Ter * 
and fully revealed in it. — But to go no far- 
ther; I ſhall only add, that as yet, I know 
of no better Way of thinking or acting, 
than as above, with regard to the univerſal 
fallen State of all Churches ; for fallen they 
all are, as certainly as they are divided. 

Every Church Diſtinction is more or leſs in 
the corrupt State of every ſelſiſb, carnal, 
ſelf-willed, worldly minded, partial Man, and 
is what it is, and acts as it acts, for its 0272 
Glory, its own Intereſt and Advancement, by 
that ſame Spirit, which keeps the ſelfiſh, 
partial Man ſolely attached to his own Will, 
his own Wiſdom, Self-regard, and Self- 
ſeeking. And all that is wanting to be re- 
moved from every Church, or Chriſtian So- 
ciety, in order to its being a Part of the 
heavenly Jeruſalem, is that which may be 
called its own, buman Will, carnal Wiſdom, 
and Self-ſeeking Spirit; which is all to be 
given up, by turning the Eyes and Hearts 
of all its Members, to an inward Adoration, 
and total Dependance upon the ſuperna- 
tural, inviſible, omnipreſent God of all 
Spirits; to the inward Teachings of Chriſt, 
as the Power, the Wiſdom, and the Light 
of God, working within them every Good, 
and Bleſſing, and Purity, which they can 
ever receive, either on Earth, or in Heaven. 
C4 Under 
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[ 3 Under this Light, I am neither Proteſtant, 
nor Papiſt, according to the common Ac- 

ceptation of the Words.—I cannot conſider 
1 myſelf as belonging only to one Society of 
Chbriſtians, in ſeparation and diſtinction from 
1 all others.— It would be as hurtful to me, if 
not more ſo, than any worldly Partiality. 
And therefore as the Defects, Corruptions, 
F and Imperfections, which, ſome way or 
other, are to be found in all Churches, 
hinder not my Cofrimunion with that, un- 
der which my Lot is fallen, ſo neither do 
they hinder my being in full Union, and 
hearty Fellowſhip with all that 'is Chriſtian, 
Holy, and Good, in every other Church 
Divifion. © | 

And as I know, that God and Chriſt, 
and Holy Angels, ſtand thus diſpoſed to- 
wards all that is Good in all Men, and in 
all Churches, ' notwithſtanding the Mixture 
in them, is like that of Tares growing up 
with the Wheat, ſo I am not afraid, but 
þ 8 deſirous, of living and dying in this 
15 iſpoſition towards them. | 

1 T am, worthy Sir, 
With much Truth of Love and Reſpect, 
Wu Faithful Friend, 

Sid hearty Servant. 


King's: Chfpe, Feb. 28, 
1756. 
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MEN IIRI ON ® HONOR 
D E T TEN M 
To the Reverend Mr. S. 
My dear Friend and Brother, 


EH OP E my long Silence has not 
1 F occaſioned your being offended at 
N me, or any Suſpicion, that I have 
diſregarded you, or the Matter you 
wrote upon. If I was to offer at a Reaſon in 
excuſe of it, it would be an invented one, 

for it has never been known to myſelf. But 
I was contented: to know, that my Heart was 
right towards you, full of all good Will and 
Deſire to ſerve you, in the Way that God 
ſhould lead me to it. And ſo it is come to 
pals, that you have not heard from me 

ſooner. 3 ph 
It is a great Pleaſure to me to think (as 
you fay) that my Letter to you, will alſo be 
to two of your Brethren, who ſtand in the 
fame State of Earneſtneſs, to know how to 
be faithful and uſeful in their Miniſtry, as 
do: I hope God will increaſe your 
umber. | 


/ 
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The firſt Buſineſs of a Clergyman awak- 
ened by God into a Senſibility, and Love 


of the Truths of the Goſpel, and of ma- 


king them equally felt, and loved by o- 
thers, is thankfully, joyfully and calmly, 
to adhere to, and give way to the Increaſe 
of this new-riſen Light, and by true In- 
troverſion of his Heart to God, as the ſole 
Author of it, humbly to beg of him, that 
all that, which he feels a Deſire of doing 
to thoſe under his Cure, may be firſt truly 
and fully done in himſelf. 

Now the Way to become more and more 
awakened, to feel more and more of this 
firſt Convicttion, or Work of God within 
you, is not to reflect and reaſon yourſelf | 
into a farther and deeper Senſibility of it, 


by finding out Arguments to ſtrengthen it 
in your Mind. But the one true Way is, 


in Faith and Love to keep cloſe to the 
Preſence and Power of God, which has 
manifeſted itſelf within you, willingly re- 
ſigned to, and ſolely depending upon' the 
one Work of his all- creating Word, and all- 
quickening Spirit, which is always more or 
leſs powerful in us, according as we are 
more or leſs truſting to, and depending 
upon it. 
And thus it is, that b Faith we are 
faved, becauſe God is always ours, in ſuch 
Pro- 
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Proportion as we are his; as our Faith is 
in him, ſuch is his Power and Preſence in 
us. What an Error therefore, to turn one 
Thought from him, or caſt a Look after any 
Help but his; for if we aſk all of him, 
if we ſeek for all in him, if we knock 


only at his own Door of Mercy in Chriſt 


Jeſus, and patiently wait and abide there, 
God's Kingdom muſt come, and his Will 
muſt be done in us. 

For God is always Preſent, and alwa 
working towards the Life of the Soul, and 
its Deliverance from Captivity under Fleſh 
and Blood. But this inward Work of God, 


though never ceaſing, or altering, is yet al- 


ways, and only hindred by the Activity of our 
own Nature, and Faculties, by bad Men 
through their Obedience to earthly Paſſions, 
and by good Men through their ſtriving to 
be good in their own Way, by their natural 
and a Multiplicity of ſeemingly 
holy Labours and Contrivances. | 
'Both theſe ſorts of People obſtruct the 
Work of God upon their Souls. For we 
can co-operate with God no other Way, 
than' by ſubmitting. to the Work of God, 
and ſeeking, and leaving ourſelves to it. 
For the whole Nature of the fallen Soul, 
conſiſts in its being fallen from God, into 
itſelf, into a Self- government and . 
| under 
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under its own Powers broken off from God, 
and therefore dying to ſelf, as well to our 
Reaſon, as our Paſhons and Deſires, is the firſt 
and indiſpenſible Step in Chriſtian Redemp- 
tion, and brings forth that Converſion to God, 
by which Chriſt becomes formed and re- 
vealed in us. And nothing hinders this 
Converſion from being fruitful in all Good, 
and gaining all that we want from God, 
but the retaining Something to dwell in as 
our own, whether it be earthly Satisfactions, 
or a Righteouſneſs of human Endeavours. 
And therefore all the Progreſs of your firſt 
Conviction, which by the Grace of God you 
have had from above, and from within, con- 
ſiſts in the Simplicity of your Faith, in ad- 
hering to it, as ſolely the Work of God in 
your Soul, which can only go on in God's 
Way, and can never ceaſe to go on in you, 
any more than God can ceaſe to be that 
which he is, but ſo far as it is ſtopped by your 
Want of Faith in it, or truſting to ſomething 
elſe along with it. God is found, as ſoon 
as he alone is ſought; but to ſeek God alone, 
is nothing elſe but the giving up ourſelves 
wholly unto him. For God is not abſent 
from us in any other reſpect, than as the 
Spirit of our Mind is 7urned from him, 
and not left wholly. to him. 
This * of Faith, which not * 
ere 
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there, or now and then, but every where, 
and in all Things, looks up to God alone, 
truſts ſolely in him, depends abſolutely upon 
him, expects all from him, and does all it 
does for him, is the utmoſt Perfection of 
Piety in this Life. The Worſhip of God 
in Spirit and Truth, can go no higher, it does 
that which is its Duty to do; it hath all that 
it Wants, it doth all that it will, it is one 
Power, one Spirit, one Will, and one Work- 
ing with God. And this is that Union or 
Oneneſs with God, in which Man was at firſt 
created, and to which he is again called, and 
will be fully reſtored by God and Man be- 
ing made one Chriſt. | a 
aue A Man full of Faith aud the 
Holy Ghoſt. Theſe are always together, the 
one can never be without the other.. 
This was Stephen Qualification for the Dea- 
conſhip, not becauſe of any Thing highor pe- 
culiar in that Office, but den 
Diſpenſation was the opening à Kingdom of 
God amongſt Men, a ſpiritual Theocracy, in 
which as God,and Man fallen from God, were 
united in Chriſt, ſo an Union of immediate O- 
peration between God and Man was reſtored. 
Hence this Diſpenſation was called, in Diſtinc- 
tion from all that went before it in outward 
Types, Figures and Shadows, a Miniſtra- 
tion of be * * an immediate Ope- 


ration 
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ration of the Spirit of God itſelf in Man, in 
which nothing Human, Creaturely, or de- 
pending upon the Power of Man's Wit, A- 
bility, or natural Powers, had any place, but 
all Things begun in, and under Obedience 
to the Spirit, and all were done in the Pow- 
er and Strength of Faith united with God. 
Therefore to be a faithful Miniſter of this 
new Covenant between God and Man, is to 
live by Faith alone, to act only, and con- 
ſtantly under its Power, to deſire no Will, 
Underſtanding, or Ability as a Labourer in 
Chriſt's Vineyard, but what comes from 
Faith, and full Dependance upon God's 
immediate Operation in and upon us. 
This is that very thing, which is expreſſly 
commanded by St. Peter, ſaying, F any Man 
ſpeak, let him ſpeak as the Oracles of God, if 
any Man miniſter, let him do it as of the 
Ability which God giveth. For all which he 
giveth this Reaſon, which will be a Reaſon 


as long as the World ſtandeth, viz. That 


in all Things God may be glorified throug Je- 
us Cbriſt. A plain and ſufficient 3 
tion, that where this is not done, there God 
is not glorified by Chriſtians through Chriſt 
Jeſus. 
God created Men and Angels ſolely for 
the Glory of his Love; and therefore An- 
gels and Men, can give no other Glory to 
God, 
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God, but that of yielding themſelves up to 
the Work of his creating Love, manifeſting 
itſelf in the ſeveral Powers of their natural 
Life, ſo that the firſt creating Love, which 
brought them into Being, may go on creat- 
ing, and working in them, according to its 
own never-ceaſing Will, to communicate 
Good for ever and ever. This is their liv- 
ing to the Praiſe and Glory of God, name- 
ly by owning themſelves, in all that they are, 
and have, and do, to be mere Inſtruments 
of his Power, Preſence, and Goodneſs in 
them, and to them; which is all the Glory 
they can return to their Creator, and all the 
Glory for which he created them. We can 
no otherwiſe give religious Glory to God, 
than by worſhipping him in Spirit and in 
Truth, ſeeing Chriſt has faid, that the Father 
ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him. 

But we can no otherwiſe worſhip God in 
Spirit and in Truth, than as our Spirit in 
Truth and Reallity, ſeeks only to, depends 
only upon, and in all things adores, the 
Life-giving Power of his univerſal Spirit ; 
as the Creator, Upholder, and Doer of all 
that is or can be Good, either in Time or 
Eternity. For nothing can be Good, but 
that which is according to the Will of God, 
and nothing can be according to the Will 
of God, but that which is done by his own 


Spirit. 
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Spirit. This is unchangeable, whether in 
Heaven, or on Earth. And this is the one 
| End of all the Diſpenſations of Gad, how- 
| eve various, towards fallen Man, v:z. to 
; bring into an Union with God. Com- 
| ply with all the outward Modes and Inſti- 
tutions of Religion, believe the Letter, 
own the Me of Scripture Facts, Sym- 
bols, F 8 OC- 
trines, but if you ſtand in any x uſe of 
them, or ſeek to gain ſome other Good from 
them, than that of being led aut of your own 
Self, from your own Will, and own Spirit, 
that the Will of God, and the Spirit of 
God, may do all that is willed, and done 
by you; however fixed, and ſteadily you 
ay adhere to ſuch a Religion, you ſtand 
| 8 * and ſteadily in your own fallen 
| State. For the Reſtoration of fallen Man, 
is nothing elſe but the Reſtoration of him 
to his firſt State, under the Will and Spi- 
rit of God, in and for which he was 
| created. | 
You may here perhaps, my dear Friend, 
think that I am ſpeaking too much at large, 
and not cloſely enough to the particular Mat- 
ter of your Enquiry. But my Intention hath 
been, ſo to ſpeak to you on this Occaſion, as 
to lay a Ground for a proper Behaviour, 
under every Circumſtance of the outward 
Work 
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Work of your Miniſtry. All Things muſt 
be ſet right in yourſelf firſt, before you can 
rightly aſſiſt others, towards the attaining to 
the ſame State. 

I do not mean, that you muſt be firſt in a 
State of Perfection, before you can be fitted 
to teach others. But I mean that you muſt 
firſt ſee, in what you place your own Per- 
tection, and have the W:tneſs in yourſelf of 
the Truth of it, before you can rightly di- 
rect others in the Way to it; otherwiſe your 
Inſtruction would be of ſuch practical 
Things, of which you had no practical 
Knowledge. 

For this Reaſon, I have ſaid all that is 
ſaid above, to help you to ſet out under a 
right Senſe of all that, which Religion is 
to do for yourſelf, and why, and how, and 
by what means alone, it can be done in you. 
When theſe two Things are not notionally, 
but practically known, and adhered to, 
then are you enabled, according to your 
meaſure, to ſpeak of "Things, and Truths 
of Religion, to thoſe that are ignorant, or 
inſenſible of them. _ 

Hence you may learn, what you are 
chiefly to drive at, in all your Diſcourſes 
from the Pulpit, and Converſation ; name- 
ly, to turn the Attention of Men to a 
Power of Good, and a Power of Evil, both 
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of them born and living within them. * For 
in theſe two Things, or States of the Soul 
of every Man, lies the full Proof of the 


whole Nature, both of the Fall, and Re- 


demption from it. 

Were we not naturally evil, by a Birth 
of Evil eflentially born and and living in us, 
we ſhould want no Redemption; and had 


we not a Birth of ſomething Divine in us, 


we could not be redeemed. Inward Evil 
can only be cured, or overcome by an in- 
ward Good. 

And therefore, as all our Salvation is an 
inward Work, or Struggle of two Births 
within us, ſo all the Work of your out- 
ward Inſtruction, muſt be to call every one 
home to himſelf, and help every Heart to 
know its own State, to ſeek, and find, and 
feel his inward Life and Death, which 
have their Birth, and Growth, and Strife 
againſt one another, in every Son of Adam. 


And as this is the one good Way of 


Preaching, ſo it is, of all others, the moſt 
powerful, and penetrating into the Hearts 
of all Men, let their Condition be what it 
will. 

For as theſe two States are certainly in 
every Soul of Man, however blended, 
ſmothered, and undiſtinguiſhed, in their 
Operations for a 77 ime, yet they haye each 
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of them, in ſome degree, their hearing Ears, 
which though ever ſo ſunk into Dullneſs, 
will be forced, more or les, to feel the 
Power of that Voice, which ſpeaks nothing 
but what is, and muſt be in ſome fort ſpo- 
ken within themſelves. 

Avd this is the true End of outward 
Preaching, namely, to give loud Notice of 
the Call of God in their Souls, which though 
unheard, or neglected by them, 1 is yet always 
ſubſiſting within them. It is to make ſuch 
outward Sounds, as may reach and ſtir up 
the inward hearing of the Heart. It is fo to 
ſtrike all the outward Senſes of the Soul, that 
from ſleeping in an inward Inſenſibility of its 

own Life and Death, it may be brought into 
an awakened and feeling Perception of it{cir, 
and be forced to know, that the Evil of 
Neath which is in it, will be its eternal Ma- 
ſter, . unleſs the Good of Life that is in it, 
ſeeks for Victory in the Name and Power 
and Mediation of Chriſt, the only Prince of 
Life, and Lord of Glory, and who only hath 
the Keys of Heayen, of Death and Hell 
in his Hands. 

Thus far, and no farther, goes the Labour 
and Miniſtry of Man, in the Preaching of 
the Word, whether it be of Paul, or Ce- 
pbas. 
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Hence alſo you will be well qualified, to 
open in your Hearers, a right Senſe and 
Knowledge of the Truth and Reality of 


every Virtue, and every Vice, that you are 
diſcourſing upon. 


For ſince all that is Good and Evil, 1s 
only ſo to them, becauſe it lives in the 
Life of their Heart; they may eaſily be 
taught, that no Virtue, whether it be Hu- 
mility, or Charity, has any Goodneſs in it, 
but as it ſprings in, and from the Heart, 
nor any Vice, whether it be Pride, or Wrath, 
is any farther renounced, than as its Power, 
and Place in the Heart is deſtroyed. And 
thus the Inſignificancy and Vanity of an out- 
ward Formality, of a virtuous Behaviour, 
and every Thing ſhort of a new Heart, and 
new Spirit in, and through the Power of 
Chriſt, dwelling vitally in them, may be 
fully ſhewn to be Selt-deluſion, and Self- 
deſtruction. 

Your next great Point, as a Preacher, 
ſhould be to bring Men to an entire Faith 
in, and abſolute Dependance upon, the con- 
tinual Power and Operation of the Spirit of 
God in them. 

All Churches, even down to the Socini— 
ans, are forced, in obedience to the Letter 
of Scripture, to hold ſemetbing of this Doc- 
trine. 


But 
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But as the Practice of all Churches, for 
many Ages, has had as much Recourle to 
Learning, Art, and Science, to qualify Mi- 
niſters tor the preaching of the Goſpel, as 
if it was merely a Work of Man's Wiſdom, 
ſo Eccleſiaſtics, for the moſt part, come 
forth in the Power of human Qualifications, 
and are more or leſs full of themſelves, and 
truſting to their own Ability, according as 
they are more or leſs Proficients in Science, 
and Literature, Languages and Rhetoric. 

To this, more than to any one other 
Cauſe, is the great Apoſtacy of all Chriſten- 
dom to be attributed. This was the Door, 
at which the whole Spirit of the World, en- 
tered into Poſſeſſion of the Chriſtian Church. 

Worldly Luſts, and Intereſts, Vanity, 
Pride, Envy, Contention, Bitterneſs, and 


Ambition, the Death of all that is good in 


the Soul, have jnow, and always had their 
chief . Nouriſhment, Power, and Support, 
from a ſenſe of the Merit, and ſufficiency 
of literal Accompliſhments. 

Humility, Meekneſs, Patience, Paith, 
Hope, Contempt of the World, and hea- 
venly Affections (the very Life of Jeſus in 
the Soul) are by few People leſs earneſtly 
deſired, or more hard to be practiſed, than 
by great Wits, claſſical Critics, Linguiſts, 
Hiſterians, and Orators in Holy Orders. 

D 3 Now 
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Now to bring Man to a right practical 
Knowledge, of that full Dependance upon, 
and Faith in the continual Operation of the 
Holy Spirit, as the only Raiſer and Preſer- 
ver of the Life of God in their Hearts, 
and Souls, and Spirits, it is not enough, 
you ſometimes, or often preach upon the 
Subject, but every thing that you inculcate, 
ſhould be directed conffantly to it, and ail 
that you exhort Men to, ſhould be required, 
oy as a means of obtaining, and concur- 

ing with, that Holy Spirit, which is, and 
only can be, the Lie and Truth of Good- 
neſs. And all that you turn them from, 
ſhould be as from ſomething that reſiſts, and 
grieves that blefſed Spirit of God, which 
always wills and deſires to remove, all evil 
out of our Souls, and make us again to 
be ſanctified Partakers of the Divine Na- 
ture. 

For as they only are Chriſtians, who are 
born again of the Spirit, ſo nothing ſhould 
be taught to Chriſtians, but as a York of 
the Spirit ; nor any Thing ſought, but by 
the Power of the Spirit, as well in hearing, 


as teaching. It is owing to the Want of 


this, that there is ſo much Preaching and 
Hearing, and fo little Benefit either of the 
Preacher or Hearer, 
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The Labour of the Preacher is, for the 
moſt part, to diſplay Logic, Argument, 
and Eloquence, upon religious Subjects; 
and ſo he is juſt as much carried out of him- 
ſelf, and united to God by his own religi- 
ous Diſcourſes, as the Pleader at the Bar is, 
by his Law, and Oratory upon Right and 
Wrong. 

And the Hearers, by their regarding ſuch 
Accompliſhments, go away juſt as much 
helped, to be new Men in Chriſt Jeſus, as 


by hearing a Cauſe of great Equity well 
pleaded at the Bar. 


Now in both theſe Caſes, with regard to 
Preacher and People, the Error is of the 
ſame kind, namely, a truſting to a Power 


in themſelves; the one in an Abllity, to 


perſuade powerfully ; the other in an Abi- 
lity, to act according to that which they 
hear. 

And ſo the natural Man goes on preach- 
ing, and the natural Man goes on hearing 
of the Things of God, in a fruitleſs Courſe 
of Life. And thus it muſt be, ſo long as 
either Preacher or Hearers, ſeek any thing 
elſe but to edify, and be edified in, and 
through the immediate Power and eſſential 


Preſence of the Holy Spirit, working in 
them. 
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The Way therefore to be a faithful, and 
fruitful Labourer in the Vineyard of Chriſt, 
is to ſtand yourſelf in a full Dependance 
on the Spirit of God, as having no good 
Power, but as his Inſtrument, and bv his 
Influence, in all that you do; and to call 
others, not to their own Strength or ratio- 
nal Powers, but to a full Hope, and Faith 
of having all that they want, from God a- 
lone; not as teaching them to be good by 
Men, but by Men and outward Inſtruction, 
calling them to Himſelf, to a Birth of eſſen- 
tial, inherent living Goodneſs, Wiſdom and 
Holineſs from his own eternal WokD, and 
Holy Spirit, living and dwelling in them. 
For as God 1s all that the fallen Soul 
wants, ſo ncthing but God alone, can com- 
municate himſelf to it; all therefore is loſt 
Labour, but the total Converlion of the Soul, 
to the immediate eſſential Operation of God 

in it. 
As to the other Parts of your Office, 
whether they relate to Things preſcribed, 
or to ſuch as are to be done, according to 
your beſt Diſcretion, there will not be much 
Difficulty, if you ſtand in the State as above 
deſcribed. 

As to ſeveral outward Forms, and Orders 
in the Church, they muft be ſuppoſed to 
partake, in their Degree, of that Spirit, 


which 
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which has ſo long bore Rule in all Church 
Diviſions. But the private Man, who has ſuffi- 
cient Call to the Miniſtry, is not to conſider, 
how outward Things ſhould be, according 
to the Primitive Plan, but how the inward 
Truth, which is meant by them, may be fully 
adhered to. | 

Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, as diffe- 
rently practiſed in almoſt every particular 
Church, may afford ground of Scruple about 
them, ſince almoſt every Church in theſe . 
Matters, is condemned by all other Churches. 

But the Way to be above, and free from 
; theſe Scruples, is to keep yourſelf, and your 
people wholly intent to that Spiritual Good, of 
which theſe Inſtitutions are the appointed 
outward Figures, namely to that {piritual 
Regeneration, which is meant by Baptiſm, and 
to that ſpiritual Living in Chriſt, and Chriſt 
in us, which is meant by the Supper of the 
ö Lord. And then, though the Sacraments 
a practiſed by you ſhould have any outward 
Imperfection in them, they would be of the 
ſame Benefit to you, as they were to thoſe, 
who uſed them in their firſt, outwardly per- 
fect Form. And thus you will be led nei- 
ther to over-rate, nor diſregard ſuch uſe of 
them, as is according to the preſent State of 
the Church. It is only the Inward Regene- 


rate 


— 3 ! — —— — 


42 LETTER II. 


rate Chriſtian, that knows how to make a 
right Uſe of all outward Things. His Soul 
being in ſuch a State of Union with God, 


and Man, as it ought to be, it takes every 


A, 


Thing by the rjght Handle, and turns every 
Thing into a Means of carrying on his Love 
towards God and Man. To the Pure, all 
Things are pure. 

When you viſit the Sick, or well Awa— 
kened, or dully Senſeleſs, uſe no pre-contrived 
Knowledge, or Rules, how you are to pro- 
ceed with them, but go as in Obedience to 
God, as on his Errand, and ſay only what 
the Love of God and Man ſuggeſts to your 
Heart, without any Anxiety about the Succeſs 
of it ; that is God's Work. Only ſee that 
the Love, the Tenderneſs, and Patience of 
God towards Sinners, be uppermoſt in all 
that you do to Man. Think not, that here 
Severity, and there Tenderneſs, is to be 
ſhewn ; for nothing is to be ſhewn to Man, 
but his Want of God; nothing can ſhew him 
this ſo powertully, 10 convincingly, as Love. 
And as Love is the fulfilling of the whole 
Law, ſo Love is the fulfilling of all the 
Work ,of the Miniſtry. 

J am, with my beſt Wiſhes 
To you and your Brethren, 


Th Your moſt affeftionate Friend, 


And W; ling Servant. 
L E T- 


Atril 10, 1756. 
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To a Clergyman of Bucks. 


2 AM much ſurpriſed, my Friend, 

I * that you ſhould ſtill want more to 
5.6 be faid, about the Doctrine of In- 

putation, whether of Adam's Sin, or 

the R:ghteouſneſs of Chriſt to his F on. 
Our polluted ſinful Birth of Adam, is all the 
Sin we can have from him; and our ſuperna- 
tural Birth of Chriſt, is all the Righteouſneſs 
that we poſſibly can have from him. Impu- 
tation neither hath, nor can have any Thing 
to do in either Caſe; Sin and Righteouſneſs 
are both inward and innate Things, and the 
ſole Work of the Spirit, that lives in us. 
That which is born of God, is godly, and 
cannot fin; and that which is born of ſinful 
Man, cannot be without a ſinful Nature and 
Tempers. Carn could not poſſibly have any 
other natural Life, than that which was in 
Adam; and therefore ſo ſure as Adam in Soul, 
Spirit, and Body, was all Sin and Corruption, 
ſo ſure is it, that all his Offspring muſt come 
from him in i the ſame Depravity of Soul, Spi- 


rit 
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rit and Body. And to talk of their having 
this diſordered fallen Nature, not from their 
natural Birth, but by an outward Imputation 
of it to them, is quite as abſurd, as to ſay, 
that they have their Hands and Feet, or the 
whole Form of their Body, not from their 
natural Birth, but by an outward Imputation 
of ſuch a Form, and Members to them.— 
Suppoſe it was ſaid, that Adam's evil and pol- 
luted Condition of Body and Soul, was not the 

natural Effect of his Tranſgreſſion, but inde- 
pendently of that, came upon him from God's 
imputing it to him, as his, though it was not 
his. What a Blaſphemy would this be? And 
yet not leſs than that, of ſaying, that his 
Children have their evil Nature, the ſinful 
State of their Wills and Affections, not by 
their natural Birth from him, but indepen- 
dently of that, ſolely from God's imputing 
ſuch a ſinful State to them, that is, that God 
imputed Adam's ſinful Nature to Cain, though 
he was by Birth free from Sin, and Born in 
the Purity and Perfection, in which Adam 
was created; for ſo he muſt have been, if his 
Birth had nothing of ſinful Adam in it. But 
if Cain was not ſo born, then he had his Sin, 
not by an Imputation of another's Sin to him, 
but plainly in the ſame Way of natural Birth, 

as every Man has his natural Life and Form 
of his Body, from Parents of the ſame Na- 
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ture and Form. And indeed, to ſpeak of 
Sin imputed to a Perſon that has it not, 
and ſo made his, is the ſame Abſurdity, 
as ſpeaking of Will and Affections, imputed 
to a Perſon that has them not, and ſo made 
his. For Sin is no where but in, and from 
the Will and Affections, and therefore to 
make Sin to be there by Imputation, where 
it is not, has no more Senſe in it, than to 
make Will and Affections, to be by Imputa- 
tion in a Creature that has them not. 

As in Adam all dye, fays the Text : Is 
not this the ſame, as Rying, that all Men 
have their fallen Nature, becauſe born of 
Adam ? Say, this does not follow, and then 
the Matter will ſtand thus: I Adam all dye : 
But «why, or how Why becauſe no Man hath 
the Evil of a mortal fallen Nature from 
his Birth from Adam, but merely by og 8 
free Imputation of it to him. 

But ſuch a free Imputation of Alum s ſin- 
ful State to his Children, when they had it 
not by natural Birth, is quite blaſphemous, 
and leaves no room for magnifying the free 
Grace of God in Chriſt Jeſus ; ſince free 
Grace comes only to help Man out of a ſin- 
ful State which he had not by natural Birth, 
but came upon him, by God's free Imputa- 
tion of it to him, when he had it not. Thus, 
the adorable Love of God in his free Grace 

in 
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8 Chriſt Jeſus, is quite deſtrgyed, Thy 
| ppoſition, that Mankind have not 
oy State from their natural Birth [048 1 


dam, but by a free Imputation of it by God 
to them. 


Take now the other Part of the Text, tf 
in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive. Is it not a 
flat Denial of all this, to fay, they are not 
made alive by a Birth of that to which 4- 
dam died, brought to life again in them, but 
are roared as if they were alive, by the 
Imputation of Chriſt's Liſe to them, but 
not born in them? Could dead Lazarus 
have been ſaid to have been made aliye a- 
gain, if till lying in the Grave, he had 
only been accounted as alive, by having the 
Tag of a living Man, only imputed to 

m 

Our Lord ſaid to a Leper, whom he 
had cleanſed, Go, /ſheww. thyſelf to the Prieſt, 
Sc. But if inſtead of cleanſing him, he had 
bid him go to the Prieſt, to be accounted as 
a clean Man, by the Imputation of another's 
Cleanneſs to 1 had he not ſtill been un- 
der all the evil of his own Leproſy? Now 
this is ſtrictly the Caſe of the Righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt, only outwardly —— to 
us, and not inwardly born within us. — A 
Fiction, that runs counter to all that Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, have ſaid of the Nature of 


our 
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our Salvation. We want Chriſt's Righte- 
ouſneſs, becauſe by our natural Birth, we 
are inwardly full of Evil; therefore faith 
Chriſt, except a Man be born again, he cannot 
enter into the Kingdom of God. Does not 
this place all in a Birth ? But a Birth, and 
outward Imputation, are inconſiſtent ; that 
which is born in us, cannot be ſaid, to be 
outwardly imputed to us. I am the Vine, 
faith Chriſt, ye are the Branches. Now if 
this be a true Repreſentation of the Matter, 
then theſe two plain Doctrines of Chriſt, 
affirming, 1. The abſolute Neceſſity of a 
new Birth from above, and 2. Declaring 
this Birth to be as really brought forth in us, 
as the Life of the Vine is really in the 
Branches, do, as far as Words can do, it, 
entirely reject the Notion of a Righteouſ- 
neſs impured to us from without ; a Righte- 
ouſneſs, that has no more to 0 with our 
own Life, after it is imputed to us, than it 
had a thouſand Years before we were born. 
For that which is 'not in us, or ours, by a 
Birth of itſelf in us, can never be any 
nearer to us, or have a more real Union 
with us, after it is called ours, than before 
it was ſo called. I fay called, for Imputa- 
tion, whether of Sin, or Righteouſneſs, if 
its Power is not living in us, is No more 


than 
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than mere calling that ours, which is not 
ours. | 

It is needleſs to cite Places of Seriptire, 
affirming that all conſiſts in a Chriſt revealed, 
begotten, formed and living in us. Let 
this one Word of Paul ſuffice, yet not I, but 
Chriſt that liveth in me. He does not ſay, 
a Chriſt who is only called his, or outward- 
ly imputed; to him, but the quite con- 
trary, a Chriſt 200 /zveth in him. Pore 

Again, if Chriſt's Holy Nature, be not 
a Birth in us, but only outwardly imputed 
to us, then no Virtue, or Power of an Holy 
Life, can have any more real Exiſtence, or 
vital Growth in us, than in the Devils, but 
are only outwardly imputed to us, and not 
to them, only called ours, and not theirs, 
though we have no more of them within 
us, than they have. Thus, be ye holy, for 
I am holy; be ye perfect, as your Father, which 
is in Heaven, is perfect; thou ſhalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy Heart, &c. all 
theſe are but vain Exhortations to do, and 
be, that which is not within our Sphere, but 
entirely inconſiſtent with it. For theſe Vir- 
tues are, in their whole Nature, nothing 
_ elſe but the very Rzghtouſneſs of Chriſt, 
therefore if that can be only outwardly im- 
puted to us, the fame muſt be ſaid of all 
theſe Virtues, that they can have no real 
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Life or Growth in us, but only outwardl 
imputed to us. And indeed, unleſs Chriſt 
be truly and eſſentially born in us, we can 
have no more of any Chriſtian Virtue, but 
the empty, outward Name of it: For nei- 
ther Man, nor Angel ever did, or can thus 
love God with all his Heart, be holy be- 
cauſe God is holy, be perfect as he is per- 
fect, but becauſe "thive is a Spirit born and 
living in them, which is of God, from God, 
and partakes of the divine Nature. 
Further, ſay that the Holy Spirit is not 
born and living in us, that his Operation is 
not inwardly in us, as the Spirit of our 
Spirit, the Life of our Life, but only out- 
wardly imputed to us, as if he was in us, 
though he be not there: What a Blaſphe- 
my would this be ! And yet full as well, as 
to ſay the ſame of Chriſt, and his Righte- 
ouſneſs. For if Chrift was only outwardly 
imputed to us, the ſame muſt, of all ne- 
ceſſity be ſaid of the Holy Spirit; for where 
and what Chriſt is, there and that is the 
holy Spirit. How conſtantly are we told in 
Scripture, that they only are Sons of God, 
who are led by the Spirit of God ; that unleſs 
a Man hath the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of 
his ; that if Chriſt be not in us, we are Repro- 
bates. Now I would atk, can any Man be 
truly ſaid to be led by the Spirit of the World, - 
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the Fleſh and the Devil, who has nothing 
of this Spirit /zvimg in him, but only out- 
wardly imputed to him? Can any Creature 
be ſaid to be led by the Spirit of Man, who has 
not the Nature of Man within him, but 
only outwardly imputed to him? Yes, juſt 
as a Beaſt may be ſaid to be a Newtonian 
Philoſopher, by having Sir Jaac's Syſtem 
outwardly imputed to him. . 

Take Notice, Sir, that if Chriſt's righte- 
ous, and holy Nature is only outwardly 
imputed to Chriſtans, then all of them, 
whether they are called Good, or Bad, are 
without any Difference as to their inward 
Man, and all under the ſame unaltered 
Evil of their fallen Nature, as much after, 
as they were before Chriſt's Righteouſneſs 
was imputed to them.—When a good Man 
has any thing falſely laid to his Charge, is 
not this outwardly imputing ſomething to him, 
that is not his, does not belong to him ? 
But is not his own inward Goodnels juſt in 
the ſame fullneſs of Truth in him, after 
ſuch an Imputation of Evil to him, as it was 
before it was ſo imputed. Now this is the 
whole Nature of Imputation ; and there- 
fore if the righteous Nature of Chriſt is 
only outwardly imputed to the Sinner, it 
leaves him in all the Evil of his fallen Na- 
ture, and can no more make him inwardly 
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good, than a good Man can be made in- 
wardly evil, by having an Evil ourwardly 
imputed to him, that is not his. 

The Relation between Chriſt and the 
fallen Soul, is thus: Chriſt is the one Me- 
diator between God and Man, and that 
which his Mediation conſiſts in, is the re- 
ſtoring that Life in Man, which was his 
firſt created Union with God. Nothing ſe- 
parated Man from God, or made him want 
a Mediator, but the Loſs of his firſt divine 
Life; and therefore nothing can mediate, 
or be a means of Union again between God 
and Man, but that which can, and doth 
raiſe again in Man, that Divine Life which 
was his firſt Union with God. Every thing 
therefore, that is ſaid of this one Mediator, 
as redeeming, ranſoming, juſtifying, ſanctiſy- 
ing, making Peace, or Reconciliation, &c. 
however variouſly expreſſed, has no other 
Nature, or Meaning, but that of making 
fallen Man, znwardly alive again in God. — 
He in whom Chriſt is the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life, has juſt that ſame Change made 
in him, jnſt that /ame done to him, as he 
that has his Sins waſhed and cleanſed by the 
Blood of the Lamb. For theſe difterent Ex- 
preſſions mean only oe and the ſame Thing, 
and that one Thing, zs Chriſt in us, our 
Hope of Glory. This is Juſtification, Sanc- 
2 tification, 
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tification, Redemption, Peace, Reconcili- 
ation, and everlaſting Union with God.— 
Triffling therefore, to the laſt degree, is 
their Or:h9doxy, who raiſe Diſputes, and ſet 
up different Doctrines, on the different 
Meaning of theſe Words, and the Danger 
of not knowing, or not ſtifly contendin 

for the bleſſed Difference between cuff 
cation and Sanctifcution, &c. Full as triffl- - 
ing, as to raiſe Diſputes, and ſet up differ- 
ent Doctrines on the different Names given 
to Jeſus Chriſt, as Word of God, Son of Man, 

Lamb of God, Alpha and Omega, Mediator, 
Immanuel, Attonement, Reconcihation, Re- 
ſurrection, Cc. and the great Danger of aſ- 
cribing that to Chriſt, as our Reconciliation, 
which only belongs to him, as called the 
Reęſurrection and the Life. Figure to your- 
ſelf ſuch an orthodox Diſpute as this, and 
then you will ſee the Importance of that 
pious Zeal, which will not ſuffer Fuſlifica- 
tion and Sanctiſication to encroach upon one 
another: 

What an egregious Folly, to be learn- 
edly laborious in dividing and diſtinguiſhing 
theſe different Names of Chriſt, or the dif- 
ferent Effects of his purchaſing, juſtifying, 
or ſanctifying our Souls, Sc. when all that 
theſe Things are told us for, and all the 
Benefit that we can receive from them, lies 
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ſolely in this one Word of Chriſt, F any 
one will be my Diſciple (that is, if any one 
will have the Benefit of all that I am, and 
of all that is ſaid of me) let bim deny him- 
ſelf, take up his Croſs and follow me. Then, 
and then only, all the different Names of 
Chriſt, and all the different Powers aſcribed 
to him, will be, not critically, but bleſſedly 
known. and underitood to be one, as God 
is one, whether he be called I am, or the 
Creator of Heaven and Earth, or the Fa- 
ther of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

But to proceed : All that is faid of the 
Nature, Office, and Qualities of Chriſt, in 
order to be our Redeemer, is ſo much ſaid 
of the Neceſſity of their being eſſentially 
found, and realized in every Soul, that 1s 
to partake of his Redemption. —If Chrift be 
not in us, we are none of his. But how can 
Chrift be in us, but becauſe all that which 
Chriſt was, in the Spirit and Nature of his 
whole Proceſs, is in us, as it was in him? 
If the ſame Mind be not in us, which was in 
Chrift Feſus ; if that which loved, that which 
willed, that which ſuffered in him, be not 
the ſame Spirit in us, we ſhall never reiggg 
with him. He may be truly called a Re- / - 
deemer, but we are not his redeemed, for 
ſuch as the Redeemer is, ſuch are they that 
are redeemed, | 
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To him that overcometh, ſaith Chriſt, will 
T grant to fit with me on my Throne, [N. B.] 
even as I overcame, and am ſet down with my 
Father on his Throne. What becomes now 
of the vain Fiction of an outward Imputa- 
tion? Is Chriſt's Victory here imputed to 
us ? Is not the Contrary as ſtrongly taught 
us, as Words can do it ? To him that over- 
cometh, even as IT alſo overcame. 

Can we have fuller Proof, that Chriſt's 
righteous Nature muſt be inwardly born, 
living and manifeſting itſelf in us, as it did 
in him ? how elſe can we overcome, ever 


as he overcame ? That Spirit which over- 


came in Chriſt, was manifeſt in the Fleſh, 


for no other End, but that the ſame con- 
Auering Spirit might be born in us. And 


when that is done, then all is done, by that 
Grace of God, which brin geth Salvation, 
Juſtification, Sanctification, or the new Crea- 
ture. For whether you call it by one, or 
by all theſe Names, it is the white Stone 
with the new Name written in it, which 
no Man knoweth, but he that hath received it. 
And that for this Reaſon, becauſe it is no out- 
wardly imputed Thing, but is the new Name, 
the new Nature and Spirit of Chriſt, be- 
come all in all in us, and fo only "to be 
known by thoſe, who have it broupkit to 


Life 1n them. 
Again, 
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Again, This is my Blood, which is ſhed 


for many, for the Remiſſion of Sins; what 
follows? Why, Dr:nk ye all of this ;—If we 
ſuffer with him, ve ſhall alſo reign with him; 
—The Blood of Jeſus Chrijt, his Son, cleanſeth 
us from all Iniquity ;—who bath waſhed us from 
our Sins in his Blood. Now to ſhew you, 
that all theſe different Sayings have but one 
and the ſame Doctrine, you need only read 
the following deciſve Words: Theſe are they 
that came out of great Tribulation, (that is, 
have trodden the Wine Preſs with Chriſt) 
and have waſhed their Robes in the Blood of 
the Lamb. Here you ſee is no outward 
Imputation of the Sufferings of Chriſt, but 
their coming out of great Tribulation, or 
paſſing through the whole Proceſs of Chriſt, 
was that alone, which made their Robes to be 
Waſhed in the Blood of the Lamb. And no 
other Doctrine is in this Text, than if it 
had been ſaid, theſe are they, who having de- 
nied themſelves, taken up their daily Croſs, - 
and followed Chriſt, have thereby waſhed their 
Robes in the Blood of the Lamb. Through 
all the New-Teſtament, this is the one 
Doctrine of Salvation through the Blood 
of Chriſt, it is drinking the Cup, that he 
drank of, and not the Bitterneſs of his Cup 
outwardly imputed to us, 
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You tell me, my Friend, that the ſera- 
phic Aſpatio is quite tranſported with the 
Thought of the — of Chriſt's Righ- 
teouſneſs to the Sinner, and that it ſhould 
in the Account of God, be eſteemed as 
his—It may be fo, Tranſport ſeems to be 
as natural to Aſpaſio, as flying is to a Bird. 
But ſurely, a more tranſporting, a more 
glorious Thing it is, both to the Glory of 
God, and the Good of Man, that the Sin- 
ner is, through the righteous Nature of 
Chriſt, born and brought to Life in him, 
ſet up again in his firſt Likeneis and Image 
of God. For if Man's Righteouſneſs is not 
eſſentially reſtored in him, as it was eſſentially 
in him at the Firſt, has he not leſs of God 
in him, by his Redemption, than he. had at 
his bike Is it to the Happineſs of Man, 
and . the Glory of God, that God has not 
obtained that Dwelling in Man, for which 
he alone created him ? | 

Is it matter of Tranſport to think, that 
fallen Man will to all Eternity live deſti- 
tute of his firſt heavenly Nature, his firſt 
divine. Life, which he had in, and from 
God? But this muſt be the Caſe, if Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs is only outwardly - imputed to 
him, and not eſſentially born in him. 

Tranſports, my Friend, are but poor Proofs 
of Truth, or of the Goodneſs of the Heart, 


from 


* 
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from whence they proceed. Martyrdom has 


had its Fools, as well as it's Saints, and 


Zealots may live and dye in a Joy, that 
has all its Strength from Deluſion. 
You may fee a Man drowned in Tears, 
at beholding, and kiſſing a wooden Cruct- 
fix, and the ſame Man condemning another, 
as a wicked Heretic, who only honours the 
Croſs, by being daily baptiſed into the Death 
of Chriſt. —Nay, ſo blind is Op:inzon-zeal, that 
ſome good Chriſtian Paſtors will not {cruple 
to tell you, they could find no Joy in their 


own State, no Strength, or Comfort in their * 
Labours of Love towards their Flocks, but 


becauſe they know, and are aſſured from 
St. Paul, that God never had, nor ever will 
have, mercy on all Men, but that an unknown 
Multitude of them, are through all Ages of 
the World, inevitably decreed by God to 
an eternal Fire, and Damnation of Hell, 


Caps — 


and an unknown Number of others, to an 
irreſiſtable Salvation. 

Ic Wonder not then, if the Inquiſition has 
its pious Defenders, for Inquiſition-Cruelty, 
nay, every Barbarity that muſt have an End, 


is mere Mercy, if compared with this Doc- ; , 
trine.— And to be in love with it, to draw - 


. Comfort from it, and wiſh it God 
peed, is a Love that abſolutely forbids the 
bein g our Neighbour, as ourſelves, and 


makes 
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makes the Wiſh, that all Men might be 
ſaved, no leſs than a Rebellion againſt God. 
—lt is a Love, with which, the curſed 
Hater of all Men, would willingly unite 
and take Comfort; for could he know from 
St. Paul, that Millions, and Millions of Man- 
kind, are created and doomed to be his 
eternal Slaves, he might be as content with 
this Doctrine, as ſome good Preachers are, 
and ceaſe going about, as à roaring Lion, 
feeking whom he may devour; as knowing, 
that his Kingdom, was ſo ſufficiently pro- 
vided for, without any Labours of his own. 

Oh, the Sweetneſs of God's Election, crys 
out the raviſhed Preacher! Oh, the Sweet- 
neſs of God's Reprobation | might the hel- 
liſh Satan well ſay, could he believe that 


 , + God had made him a free Gift of ſuch 
| - | Myriads, and Myriads of Men, of all Nati- 


ons, Tongpes and Languages, from the Be- 
ginning to the End of the World, and re- 
terved ſo ſmall a Number for himſelf. 
This is the bleſſed Fruit of the imputation 
Doctrine. 

What a Complaint, and Condemnation is 
there made in Scripture, of thoſe who ſa- 
crificed their Sons and Daughters unto De- 
vils? And yet, this Reprobation Doctrine, re- 
preſents God, as ſacrificing Myriads of his 

+ ©. 2:22 on 
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own Creatures, made in his own Image, 
to an everlaſting Hell. 

There is not an Abſurdity of heatheniſh 
Faith and Religion, but what is leſs ſhocking 
than this Doctrine, and yet fo blindly are 
ſome zealous Doctors of the Goſpel bigotted 
to it, as to ſet it forth, as the glorious 
Manifeſtation of the ſupreme Sovereignty of 
God. 5 | 

My Friend, let any old Woman -preach 
to you, rather than theſe Doctors. 

But to end in one Word, Chriſt's righte- 
ouſneſs is ours, in our Redemption, juſt in 
the ſame manner, as it was Adam's in his 
firſt Holy Birth. For Adam had then no 
Righteouſneſs in him, but that which was 
created in Chriſt Jeſus. And that is the one 
only Reaſon, why there could be no other 
Redeemer but Chriſt, becauſe the Loſs of 
Chriſt, was that Death which Adam died 
by his Fall; and therefore no Poſſibility of 
coming out of his fallen State, but in, and 
by a Birth of Chriſt's r71ghteous Nature, ef- 
ſentially born and living in him, as it was 
living in him before he fell. 

Little Children, faith St. John, let no Man 
deceive you; [N. B.] He that doth Righteouſ- 
neſs, is righteous, N. B.] even as he is righ- 
teous. Therefore to expect, or truſt to be 
made righteous, by the Righteouſneſs of 

ano- 
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another, only outwardly imputed to ws, is, 
according to the Apoſtle, deceruing our- 

ſehves. | 
Either Man, by the Mediation of Chriſt, 
is united again with God, or he is not; if 
he is not, then he has no more of the di- 
vine Liſe in him, after his Redemption, 
than he had before he was redeemed. But 
if he is again united with God, as he was 
at his Creation, then his Redemption muſt 
wholly conſiſt in the Birth of a divine Na- 
ture Sg Spirit, eſſentially brought to Life 
in him.— That which is Spirit in Man, muſt 
be godlike, before it can unite with that 
Spirit, which is God. And was there not 
a divine Spirit in. Man, truly born of, and 
proceeding from the Spirit of God, as his 
real Offspring, no Union of Will, Love, or 
Deſire, could be between God and Man. 
For this is a Truth, that extends itſelf 
through all that is natural, or ſupernatural, 
that Like can only unite with Like, There is 
no Separation between Things, but that 
which is effected by Contrariety. If there- 
fore nothing in Man was a Partaker of the 
divine Nature, Man muſt in his whole Na- 
ture, be for ever ſeparated from God, and 
ſtand in the ſame Impoſſibility of being 
united with him, that two the moſt con- 
trary Things, do to one another.—So ſure 
therefore 
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therefore, as the Mediation of Chriſt, is by 
himſelf declared to be for this End, viz. 
that they all may be one, as thou, Father, art 
in me, and 15 in Thee, that they alſo may be 
one in us; I in them, and thou in me, that 
they may be made perfect in one; ſo ſure is it, 
that an outwardly imputed Chriſt, is as ab- 
ſurd in itſelf, and as 9 to Scripture, 
as an outwardly imputed God. 


Farewell 


* N 
- 

- 

- 
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In ANSWER to a SCRUPLE. 


EN HAT you may have a full An- 


{wer to your Scruple, concern- 


Ys ing theſe Words, the Folly of 
— Debtor and Crediter, in the ſe- 


cond Part of the Spirit of Love, J will ſet 
forth the Doctrine "ob whence it is taken. 
Great Part of that Book, is to clear up, 
and aſſert the true Scripture Doctrine of the 
Nature, Neceſſity, and Merit of our Lord's 
n and Death, as an Attonement, and 


Satis= 
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Satisfaction: before God, in the Work of 
our Redemption. No Point of - Chriſtianity 
has been more miſtaken, in our common 
Syſtems of Goſpel Doctrine, or given greater 
Offence than this, and yet nothing clearer, 
or more reafonably to be believed, when it 
ſtands in its own ſcriptural Manifeſtation. 
Now the right Ground of underſtanding 
the true Meaning of every different Expreſſ- 
ion, relating to Chriſt, as our Saviour, or Sal- 
vation, lies in theſe two Things : 1. What 
, +, } Chriſt is in himſelf. 2. What he does, or 
' * - intends to do for us. 
The Scripture ſaith, God was manifeſted 
in the Fleſh ; this deſcribes his whole Na- 
ture, what he was in himſelf, viz. the 
| mY become Man. What he is, and does 
in us, to us, and for us, is expreſſed in the 
- following Words, He was manifeſted to de- 
; the Works of the Devil; and again, as 
jt Adam all die, fo in Chriſt, ſhall all be made 

Ve. 

Now according to this Ground, every 
Expreſſion concerning our Saviour, is to 
have its true infallible Meaning fixed. Every 
thing that is ſaid of his Birth, his Life, his 
Sufferings, his Death, his Reſurrection and 
Aſcenſion, are all of them, both with re- 
ſpe& to God, and ourſelves, of one and the 
Jame Efficacy, full of one and the ſame Me- 

| rit 
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rit, and all for one and the ſame End, vix. 
to deſtroy in Man the Works of the Devil, 
and to make all that died in Adam, to be a- 
live again in Chriſt. 

Suppoſe now, any one of theſe to be 
wanting, and the ſame will follow from 
it, as if they were all wanting. Had his 
Birth been otherwiſe than it was, not God 
as well as Man, He could have made no 
Beginning of a divine Life in us. Had not 
his Life been without Sin, his Death upon the 
Croſs could have done us no Good, nor 
could he have been the one Mediator be- 
tween God and /inful Man. Had his Suf- 
ferings been leſs than they were, had there 
been any Evil, Trial, or Temptation, which 
had not attacked him, through the whole 
Courſe of his Life, with all its Force, he 

could not have been faid, to have over- 
come them. So ſure therefore as Chriſt, as 
a Son of Man was to overcome all that the 
World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, could do 
to fallen Man; ſo ſure is it, that all the 
Evils, which they could poſſibly bring upon 
fallen Man, were to be felt, and ſigfered 
by him, as abſolutely neceſſary in the Na- 
78 e of the Thing, to prove his victorious 
Superiority over them. Had he not given 
up his Body to an ignominious Death, in 
all the Horrors of a 8 oul,. that had ot 7 
Go 
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God: He could not have ſuffered That in, 


and for Man, which every Man muſt have 


ſuffered, who had died in his fallen State. 
— But Chriſt dying, and facrificing him- 
ſelf, as he did, in and through that hor- 
rible Death, which was fallen Man's Gate 
to eternal Miſery, and conquering his State 
of Man, as he had every evil Power of 
the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, then 
it was, that he could ſay to thoſe, who 
were all their Life in Fear of this Death, 
be of good Comfort, I have overcome this 
Death, and that upon the fame Ground, 
as he ſaid to his Followers, under a Senſe 
of worldly Tribulations, be of good Comfort, 
T have overcome the World. And thus his 
Death, had no other Nature, with re 

to us, than every other Part of his Pro- 
ceſs, that was antecedent to it, only as it 
was the laſt, and greateſt, and fini/hing 
Part of that redeeming Work, which was 


begun by his dine Birth, and carried on 
in, and through his ſinleſs, perfect Life. 


And as I ſaid, that the Death of Man un- 
redeemed, was his Gate into an eternal Se- 
peration from God, ſo Chriſt's Entrance in- 
to this Gate of Damnation, and pouring 

out his Blood, thus. forſaken of God, had 

a Suffering in it, that Thoughts can no 

more conceive, than Words expreſs. | 

Hence 
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Hence it is, by way of Eminence, juſtly 
ſaid, to be the higheſt Price, that he paid 
for us; and that by his Blood it is that we 
are waſhed, and redeemed, not only becauſe 
of its Greatneſs in itſelf, but becauſe it fi- 
niſhed, and for ever completed the whole 
redeeming Work, which he had to do for 
us in the Fleſh. Hence it was, that through 
the Old Teſtament, this Sacrifice of his 
Death, is the great 'Thing moſtly pointed at 
in all its Sacrifices, Types, and Figures; 
hence alſo is all the Boaſt of it in the Goſ- 
pel. Well therefore may the Church, 
through all Ages, have aſcribed ſo much to 
the Merit of his Blood ſhed for us; well 
may it have been celebrated, as the one great 
Price, by which we are ranſomed from the 
Power of Death and Hell; becauſe, though 
all that he was, and did, antecedently to it, 
was equally neceſſary to our Salvation, yet all 
had been without any effect, unleſs by his 
ſo dying, this damnable Death had been 
ſwallowed up in Victory. 

In ſhort, had not Chriſt been real God, 
as well as real Man, he could have made no 
Beginning in the Work of our Salvation, 
and had he not ended his Life in ſuch a. 
Sacrifice, as he did, he could never have 
ſaid, it is finiſhed.-—He therefore, who de- 
nieth the Truth, the Certainty, and abſo- 


F lute 


— 


66 LE T1402 If, 


lute Neceſſity of theſe two eſſential Points, 
is in the Abomination of Socinianiſin, and is 


„ that very Liar and Antichriſt deſcribed by 

St. 7h in his firſt Epiſtle. 

Again, though Chriſt's Death was thus 
abſolutely neceſſary in the very Nature of 
the Thing, thus great in its Merits and Ef- 
fects, yet unleſs his Ręſurrection had followed, 
we had been yet in our Sins, nor could he, 
till riſen from the Grave, have purchaſed a 
Reſurrection for us. Laſtly, had he not 
aſcended into Heaven, he could not have had 

the Power of drawing, as he ſaid, all Men 
to himfelf.—Every Part therefore of our 
Saviour's Character, or Proceſs, has its full 
and equal Share in all that, which is ſaid of 
him, as our Peace with God, our Righteouſ- 
neſs, our Juſtification, our Ranſom, our At- 
tonement, our Satisfaction, our Life and 
new Birth ; for all theſe different Expreſ- 
ſions, have no Difference in Doctrine, but 
whether ſeperately, or jointly taken, ſignify 
nothing elſe, but this one Thing, that he 
was the true and full Deſiroyer of all tbe 
Works of the Devil in Man, and the true 
Raiſer of a divine Life, in all that died in 
Adam. 


And here, Sir, you are well to vbſerve, 
that all that Chriſt was, did, ſuffered, and 


obtained, was purely and 2 on the Ac- 
. count, 
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count, and for the fake of altering, or re- 
moving that which was wrong, evil, and 
miſerable in Man, or in Scripture Words, 
God was in Chrijl Tefus, reconciling the Mord 
to himſelf, that is, taking away from Man 
every Property, or Power of Evil, that kept 
him in a State of Separation trom God. 
Thus it was, and to this End; that God was 
in Chrift Jeſus in his whole Proceſs. 

Unreaſonably therefore have our ſcholaſ- 
tic Syſtems of the Goſpel, ſeparated the 
Sacrifice of Chriſt's Death, from the other 
Parts of his Pr.ceſs, and conſidered it as 
ſomething chiefly done with regard to God, 
to alter, or attone an infinite Wrath, that 
was raiſed in God againſt fallen Man, which 
Infinity of juſt Vengeance, or vindictive 
Juſtice, muſt have devoured the Sinner, un- 
leſs an infinite Satisfaction had been made 
to it, by the Death of Chriſt. 

All this, is in the groſſeſt Ignorance of 
God, of the Reaſon and Ground, and Ef- 
fects of Chriſt's Death, and in full Con- 
tradition to the expreſs Letter of Scripture. 
For there we are told, that God is Love, and 
that the Infinity of his Love was that alone, 


which ſhewed itſelf towards fallen Man, F 


and wanted to have Satisfaction done to it; 
which Love-defire could not be fulfilled, 
could not be ſatigſied with any thing leſs 
than Man's full Deliverance from all the 

F 2 Evil 
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Evil of his fallen State. That Love, which 
has the Infinity of God, nay, which is 
God himſelf, was fo immutably great to- 
wards Man, though fallen from him, hat 
he ſpared not his only begotten Son; and why 
did He not ſpare him? It was becauſe no- 
thing but the incarnate Life of his eternal 
Son, paſſing through all the miſerable States 
of loſt Man, could regenerate his firſt divine 


Life in him. Can you poſſibly be told this, 


in ſtronger Words than theſe, God ſo loved the 


World, that he gave his only vegotten Son; how 


| N did He give him? Why, in his whole Proceſs. 
* And to what end did He give him? Why, 


that all who believe in ow.” mght not periſh, 
but have everlaſting Life. —Away then with 
the ſuperſtitious Dream, of an infinite Wrath 
in God towards poor fallen Man, which 
could never ceaſe, till an znfinzte Sattsfaction 


was made to it. All Scripture denies it, 


. and the Light of Nature abhors it.— The 


Birth, the Life, the Death of Chriſt, though 
fo different Things, have but one and the 


ſame Operation, and that Operation is ſolely 
in Man, to drive all Evil out of his fallen 


Nature, and delight the Heart of God, that 
delires his Salvation.—-God is Love, and has 
no other Will towards Man, but the Will 


N {| of Love. That Love, which from itſelf 


began the Creation of an holy Adam, from 


itſelt began the Redemption of a fallen 


Adam. 
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Adam. — The Death of Chriſt was a Sacri- 
fice from the Love of God the Son towards 
Man, to overcome thereby that damnable 
Death, which, otherwiſe, every Son of A- 
dam muſt have died; it was a Sacrifice of- 
fered to the ſame Love, in God the Father ; 
a Sacrifice, equally loved and deſired by both 
of them, becauſe, in the Nature of the 
Thing, as abſolutely neceſſary to alter and 
overcome that Evil, which belonged to 
Man's State of Death, as the Incarnation 
of the WoRD, was abſolutely neceſſary in 
the Nature of the Thing, to make Man to 
be alive again in God. 

* This is the one only true, and full Con- 
futation of Socinianiſin. 

But to have Recourſe to a ſuppoſed Wrath, 
or vindictive Fuſtice,, in a God incenſed to- 
wards fallen Man, in order to confute the 
Socinian, who denies the Neceſſity, and Ef- 8 
fects of Chriſt's Death, is only oppoſing one 
great Falſity with another. — For Mrath has 
no more Place in God, than Love has in the 
Devil. Wrath began with Devils, Hell, 
and fallen Nature, and can have no poflible 
Exiſtence any where, or in any Thing, but 
where Devils, Hell, and fallen Nature, have 
their Power of working, 

Do not, my Friend, be here fo furious, 
as to ſay, that if it was ſtrictly true, that 
there was no Wrath in God, you would burn 


F 3 your 
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your Bible: For if it was not ſtrictly true, 


you would never have had a Bible to burn; 
nor any more Meſſages from Heaven about 
Man's Salvation, than from Hell. For if 
you will have Wrath in the moſt high God, 


you can have no other, or better a God, 


than that which the atheiſtical Spinoga i in- 


vented. 


For if Wrath is in the Supreme God, 
then Nature is in God, and if ſo, then God 


1s Nature, and nothing elſe ; for Nature can- 


not be above itſelf. Therefore if Nature 
is in the moſt high God, then the loweſt 
Working of Nature, is the true Supreme 
God. And fo inſtead of a ſupernatural God, 
who created Heaven and Earth, Heaven and 
Earth, and all Things elſe, are the only God. 

This is the atheiſtical Abſurdity, that ne- 
ceſſarily follows from the ſuppoſing 4 Wrath 
in God; for Wrath can no more be any 
where, büt in Nature, than Storms and 
Tempeſts can be, where there is nothing that 
moves. 

Let me here, Sir, obſerve to you the bare- 
faced Calumny, that Dr. Warburton has 
ventured to caſt upon me, in charging my 
Writings with Spinogiſm, though all that I 


have wrote for theſe laſt twenty Years, has 


been ſuch a full Confutation of it, as is not 


to be found in any Book, that has been pur- 


polcly wrote againſt it. Had I only proved, 
i as 
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as I have done, by a Variety of Proofs, that 
Wrath cannot poſſibly be in the true God, I 
had ſufficiently confuted $p77922/9 ; for if not 
Wrath, then nothing of Nature is in God. 
But I have gone much farther, and have, in 
my Appeal, the Book of Regeneration, the 
Spirit of Prayer, the Spirit of Love, and 
and the Way to Divine Knowledge, opened 
the true Ground of the unchangeable Diſ- 
all Nature, whether temporal or eternal, its 
own Proof, that it is not, cannot be God, 
but purely and ſolely the WanT of God, 


and can be nothing elſe in itſelf but a reſt- 


leſs, painful Want, till a ſupernatural God 
maniteſts himſelf in it.— Ihis is a Doctrine, 


which the Learned of all Ages ; have known 


nothing of ; not a Book antient or modern 
in all our Libraries, has ſo much as at- 


tempted to open the Ground of Nature, to 


ſhew its Birth and State, and its effential 
unalterable Diſtin&ion from the one aby/al, 
ſupernatural God ; and how all the Glories, 
Powers, and PerfeSiots of the hidden, un- 
approachable God, have their wonderful 
Manifeſtation in Nature and Creature. This 
is a Bleſſing reſerved by God for theſe laſt 
Times, to be opened in his choſen Inſtru- 
ment, the poor, illiterate Behmen. And 
this I will venture to ſay, that He who will 
declare War againſt him, has no Choice of - 


F 4 any 
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any other Weapons, but Raillery and Re- 
proach. To call the bleſſed Man, a poſſeſſed 
Cobler, will be doing ſomething; to call his 
Writings, ſenſeleſs Jargon, may ſtand his 
learned Adverſary in great ſtead; but if he 
tries to oyercome him any other Way, his 
Sacceſs will be like his, who knocks his Head 
againſt a Poſt. —But no more of this here. 

And now, Sir, what ſhall I ſay of my 
learned, accuſing Doctor? Why only this, 
that if he knows how to forgive himſelf, 
then there will be one Thing at leaſt, in 
which we are both of us like-minded. 

"A Word or two .now to yourſelf and 
Friends, who are ſo loath to own a God 


who is all Love: Let me tell you, if you 
will have Wrath in the Supreme God, you 


muſt have a God, in whom is Selfiſhneſs, 
Envy, and Pride, with all the Properties of 
fallen Nature. For as it is impoſſible for 


one of theſe to be without the other in the 


Creature, ſo if any one_of them was in 


God, all the other muſt be there. They are 


the four eſſential Elements of Hell, or fallen 
Nature, which mutually beget, and are be- 
gotten of one another; where one is, there 


are all of them, and where all are not, there 


cannat he one of them. Every Pride con- 


ſiſts of three Things, Selfiſhneſs, Envy, 
and Wrath. And fo of every one of them, 


take which you will, it conſiſts of the other 
three, 
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three, ſo that to ſeparate them, is to ſeparate 
a Thing from itſelf. 


Divine Love is juſt as contrary to them, 
as God is to the Devil; and where Love 
is not, there God is not, and where the 


Work is not wholly the Working of Love, 


it is no Work of God, but the ſelfſb, wrath- 
Jul, freud envious Working of the diabo- 
lical 3 fallen from its firſt bleſſed 
Subjection to, and Union with the faper-/ 
natural Goa of Love. 

To talk (as ſome do) of a good Wrath 
in God, which is only ſo called, becauſe 
it has a Likeneſs to, and Produces like Ex- 
fefts to thoſe that come from Wrath in 
the Creature, is but calling that a good 
Wrath, which is like a bad Wrath, and 
is no hetter, no wiſer, than to talk of a 
good Envy, a good Pride in God, which 
are only ſo called, becauſe they have a 
Likeneſs to that, which is a bad Pride, and 
a bad Envy in the Creature. Can an 
Thing be more profanely abſurd than this? 
Which yet is the beſt that can be ſaid 
by thoſe, who will have it the Glory of 
God, to be wrathful, who think all is 
loſt, that the goſpel Salvation is blaſ- 
phemed, if the ſame Love that created 
Man in Glory, ſhould be his only Re- 
deemer, when he had fallen from it. Not 


con- 
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conſidering, that Salvation could never have 
come into the World, but becauſe, all that 
Good and Bleffing, which Love can be, 
and do to the Creature, muſt be done, 
and doing for ever and ever, by that firſt 
creating God, whoſe Name and Nature, 
whoſe Will and Working, is Love, the 
ſame Yeſterday, to Day, and for ever. 

And now, Sir, need I ſay much more, 
to remove your Scruple about the follow- 
ing Paſſage in the Spirit of Love, © No 
« Wrath in God, no fictitious Atonement, 
e no Folly of Debtor and Creditor, no 
« Suffering for Suffering's ſake, but a Chriſt 
« ſuffering and dying, as his Jame Viclory 
« oyer Death and Hell, as when he roſe 
« from the Dead and aſcended into Hea- 
« ven. | 

I faid Folly of Debtor and Creditor, becauſe 
Chriſt's overcoming Man's damneble Death, 
by his victorious Paſſage through it, has 
nothing in it that has any Likeneſs to the 
Tranſaction of a Debtor paying his Cre- 
ditor ; nothing was done in it by way of 
Payment of a Debt, any more than Chriſt 
paid a Debt for Lazarus, when he raiſed 
him from the Dead, or paid a Debt for 
the Man born Blind, whom he helped to 
ſeeing Eyes. For the Good that is done 


us 
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us by the Death of Chriſt, is a Good 
that relates ſolely to ourſelves. Nothin 

in it, is given to, or received but by our- 
ſelves; it overcomes, and faves us from 
our own Evil of Death, juſt as that, which 
Chriſt-did to Lazarus, and the blind Man, 
overcame the Death that was zu the one, 
and the Darkneſs that was in the other. 

You appeal to a Parable of our Lord's, 
which has no more Relation to the Na- 
ture and Efficacy of Chriſt's Death, than the 
Parable of the Tares of the Field. St. Peter 
faith, how oft ſhall my Brother fin againſt me, 
and I forgive him, till ſeven Times? Chriſt 
anſwereth, not untill ſeven Times, but untill 
ſeventy Times ſeven. And then he ſets forth 
this Doctrine of continual Forgiveneſs in 
the following Parable. 

The Kingdom of God is likened to à certain 
King, who would take Account of his Ser- 
vants, &c. Read the whole Parable, and 
you 'will be forced to ſee, that nothing 

elſe is intended to be taught by it, but 
that one Concluſion, which -Chriſt draws 
from it: So likewiſe ſhall my heavenly Father 
do unto you, , ye from your Hearts, forgive 
not every one his Brother their Treſpaſſes. All 
that the Parable faith, is neither more nor 
leſs, than is faid in theſe other Words, 
Be Je Merciful, as your Father hich is in 


Heaven 


* I IJ. 
b k. < 


. 2 
— 


76 Lk T-TER Iv; 


Heaven is merciful: Again, the Doctrine 
of this Parable, quite overthrows hat, 


which ſyſtematic Doctors, intend by Debtor 


and, Creditor ; for their Doctrine is, that the 
injured Authority of God muſt have full 


Satigfaction made to it, and thence it is, 


that they ground the Neceſſity of fo great 


a Payment, as Chriſt made to it. Whereas 
this Parable of the Kingdom of God, ſets 
forth a King, [N. B.] ' frankly forgiving, 
and not requiring any Payment at all, ei- 
ther from the Debtor himſelf, or from 
any one elſe for him. — Can there there- 
fore be a greater Folly, than to appeal to 
this, and the like Scriptures, to make God 
a Creditor, whoſe. vindictive Wrath againſt 
his Debtor, will not be appeaſed, till full 
Payment 1s made to it * And.what a blind 
Perſiſting is it in the ſame Folly, to urge 
the Petition in the Lord's Prayer, forgive 
us our Debts, as we forgive our Debtors, as 
another Proof, that God is that Creditor, 
who will be fully paid the Debts, that 
are due to him? For ſurely, if God re- 


quires us to expect, and pray for the For- 


grveneſs of our Debts, it is badly concluded 
from thence, that therefore full Payment 
of them; muſt be made.—The Truth is, 
this Petition teaches the fame frank For- 
giveneſs, as the foregoing Parable, and is 

utterly 
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utterly inconſiſtent with the Doctrine of 
an infinite Sati faction, neceſſary to be made: 
For if ſo, then the Petition ought to have 
been thus, forgive us our Debts, as we for- 
give our Debtors, [N. B.] when full Pay- 
ment is made, either by themſelves, or by 
ſome one elſe for them. 

In a Word, a vindictive Wrath in God, 
that will not forgive, till a Satisfaction 
equal to the Offence, is made to it, ſets 


the Goodneſs of God in a lower State, 
than that which has been found in Thou- / 


ſands of Mankind. The Truth of the 

Matter, is this, the Divinity of Chriſt, and 
his whole Proceſs through Life and Death, 
was abſolutely neceſſary in the Nature of the 
Thing, to raiſe Man out of the Death of 
Sin, into a heavenly Birth of Life. And 
the Neceſſity of all this, is grounded upon 
the Certainty of Man's Fall, from a di- 
vine, into a beaſtial Life of this World. 
The ſocinian Blaſphemy confiſts in the 
Denial of theſe Points, the Deity of Chriſt, 
and the Fall of Man, and the Neceſſity of 
Chriſt's Death. Our ſcholaſtic Doctors, 


own the Fall of Man, but know, or own 
Nothing of the true Nature and Depth 
of it. They own the Truth of Chriſt's 
Divinity, and the Neceſſity of his Suffer- 
ings ; they plead for the Certainty of theſe 

Things 


— 
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Things from ſcripture Words, but ſee not 
into the Ground of them, or in what, the 
.abſolute Neceſſity of them conſiſts. Hence 
it is, that when oppoſed by ſocinian Rea- 
ſoning, they are at a Loſs how to ſup- 
port theſe * Truths, and are forced 
to humanize the Matter, and to ſuppoſe ſuch 
a vindictive Wrath in God, as uſually breaks 
forth in great Princes, when a Revolt is 
made, againſt their ſovereign Authority. 
What a paltry Logic, to ſay, God is 
Righteouſneſs and Juſtice, as well as Love, 
and therefore his Love cannot help, or 
forgive the Sinner, till his Juſtice, or righ- 
teous Wrath has Satisfaction? Every Word 
here, is in full Ignorance of the Things 
ſpoken of. For what is Love in God, but 
his Will to all Goodneſs? What is Righ- 
feouſneſs in God, but his unchangeable Love 
of his own Goodneſs, his Impoſſibility of lo- 
ving any thing elſe but it, his Impoſſibi- 
lity of ſuffering any thing that is Un- 
righteous, to have any Communion with 
him ? What is God's forgiving finful Man? 
It is nothing elſe in its whole Nature, but 
God's making him Rzghteous again. There 
is no other Forgiveneſs of Sin, but being 
made free from it. Therefore the com- 
paſſionate Lovo of God, that forgives Sin, 
is no other, than God's Love of his own 
Righ- 
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Rigbteouſneſs, for the Sake of which, and 
through the Love of which, he makes 
Man righteous again. This is the one 
Righreoufreſ of God, that is 7:gorous, that 
makes no Abatements, that muſt be ſatigſied, 
muſt be fulfilled in every Creature that is 
to have Communion with him. And this 
Righteouſneſs that is thus rigorous, is no- 
thing elſe but the unalterable Purity and 
Perfection of the divine Love, which from 
Eternity to Eternity can love nothing but 
its own Righteouſneſs, can will nothing 
but its own Goodneſs, and therefore can 
will nothing towards fallen Man, but the 
Return of his loſt Goodneſs, by a new 
Birth of the divine Life in him, which 
is the true Forgiveneſs of Sins. —For what 
is the finful State of Man? It is nothing 
elſe, but the Loſs of that divine Nature, 
which cannot commit Sin ; therefore the 
forgiving Man's Sin, is in the Truth and 
Reality of it, nothing elſe, but the Revi- 
val of that Nature in Man, which being 
born of God finneth not. Laſtly, Let me 
theſe Dividers of the divine Nature, what / 
different Shares, or different Work, had 
the Righteouſneſs, and the Love of God in 
the Creation of Man? Was there then 
ſomething done by the Love of God, which 
ought not to be aſcribed to the Righte- 


ouſneſs 
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ouſneſs of God ? Who can be ſo weak, 
as to fay this? But if the Love and the 
Righteouſneſs of God, is one, as God is one, 
and had but one Work in the Creation of 
Man, it muſt be the higheſt Abſurdity, to 
ſay, that in the Redemption of Man, the 
Love, and the Righteouſneſs of God, muſt 
have, not only different, but contrary Works, 
that the Love of God cannot act, till the 
Righteouſneſs of God, as ſomething different 
from it, is firſt ſatisfied. 
All that, which we call the Attributes of 
God, are only fo many human Ways of our 
conceiving that abyſ/al All, which can nei- 
ther be ſpoken, nor conceived by us. And 
this Way of thinking, and ſpeaking of God, 
is ſuitable to our Capacities, has its good 
Uſe, and helps to expreſs our Adoration of 
him, and his Perfections. But to conclude, 
and contend, that there muſt therefore be 
different Qualities in God, anſwerable, or 
according to our different Ways of think- 
ing, and ſpeaking of his Perfections, is ra- 
ther blaſpheming, than truly glorifying his 
Name, and Nature. For omnipotent Love, 
inconceivable Gocdneſi, is that Unity of God, 
which we can neither conceive, as it is in it 
ſelf, nor divide into this, or that. —The Im- 
. of the Subject I have been upon, 
as led me farther than I intended. But for 
the 
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the full Illuſtration of it, I refer you to the 
Second Part of the Spirit of Love. And 
fo committing you to a God, who has no 
Will towards you, but in, and through the 
Life, and Death, the Spirit and Power of 
the Holy Jeſus, to deliver you from all your 
natural Evil, and make you his beloved Son, 
in whom, he can be well pleaſed to all E- 
ternity, I bid you farewell. 


July 18, 1757- 
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To a CLERGYMAN in the North of England. 


My dear Brother, 


n IV E as you now do, in ſuch 
Activity of Spirit, and multiplied 
* uf Ways of being good, and though 
NEM you was to live half an hundred 
Years longer, you would ſtick in the ſame 

Mire, and end your Life in the ſame Com- 
plaints, as filled your laſt Letter to me.— 
You tell me, that after all the great Change 
you have made in your Life, you find no- 
thing of that inward Good and Satisfaction, 
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which you have ſo much expected, and 
more eſpecially ſince you have been a Reader 
of the Books, recommended by me. 

But, Sir, you quite miſtake the Matter, 
you have not changed your Life ; for that 
which is, and only can truly be called your 
Life, is in the ſame State it was when I 
firſt knew you. Nothing is your Lyfe, 


whether it be good or bad, but That which 


WILLS and HUNGERS in you; and your 0wW7: 
Life neither is, nor can be any thing elſe 
but this. Therefore nothing reaches your 
Life, or can make a real Change in it, 
from bad to good, from Falſeneſs to Truth, 
but the igt Will and the right Hunger. 
—Practiſe as many Rules as you will, take 
up this or that new Opinion, be daily read- 
ing better and better Books, follow this or 
that able Man, the Bread of Life is not 


| there. —Nothing will be fed in you, but the 
Vanity and ſelf-conceited Righteouſneſs of 


your own old Man. And thus it muſt be 
with you, till all that is within you 1s be- 


come one Will, and one Hunger after that 


which Angels eat in Heaven. 

But now, if Will and Hunger are the 
whole of every natural Life, then you 
may know this great Truth with the ut- 
moſt Certainty, namely, that Eating is the 
one Preſervation of every Lite, from the 


higheſt 
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higheſt Angel in Heaven, to the loweſt 
living Creature on Earth.— That which 
the Life cats not, that the Life has not. 
Now every thing that lives on Earth, is 
a Birth or Production of the aſtral, ele- 
mentary Fire, Light, and Spirit, to which 
Water is always eſſential, and it continues 
in Life, taſtes and enjoys the Good of its 
Life, no longer than theſe Powers and 
Virtues of the Stars and Elements are eſ- 
ſentially and continually eaten by it 

It is juſt fo with the immortal, heavenly 
Life of 155 Soul, it is a Birth of thoſe 
ſame Powers, in their higheſt Glory, in 
the inviſible World; a World, where the 
Triune Deity of F ther: Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
brings forth a triune glorious Habitation for 
itſelf, of Fire, Light, and Spirit, opening an 
Infinity of Wonders, Births, and Beauties 
in a chryſtal tranſparent Sea, called the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 

Out of theſe Powers, or out of this King- 
dom of Heaven, are the Births of all holy, 
angelic Creatures ; nothing lives or moves 
in them, but that Fire, Light, and Spirit, 
which comes as a Birth from Father, Son, 

and Holy Ghoſt ; and nothing feeds, keeps 
up, and exalts this heavenly Fire, Light, 
and Spirit, but the hidden, inconceivable, 
ſupernatural Trinity, which is before, and 
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deeper than all Nature, and can only mani- 
feſt itſelf, and communicate its Goodneſs, 
by ſuch an outward Birth of its own unap- 
proachable Glory.—And here you may find 
a glorious Meaning of thoſe Words of our 
Lord, ſaying, my Kingdom is not of this World, 
becauſe it is a Kingdom of thoſe heavenly 
Powers of the Triune God, which give Food 
and Nouriſhment, Purity and Perfection to 
the Fire, Light, and Spirit of thoſe divine 
Creatures, which are to be holy as he is ho- 
ly, perfect as he is perfect, in his own hea- 
venly Kingdom. 
Here therefore, in this ſpiritual Eating of 
that fame inviſible Food, which gives Life, 
and Perfection of Life to all the Angels of 
God, and not in any human Contrivances, or 
Activity of your own, are you to place your 
all, as to the Change of your Life; it all 
conſiſts in the right Hunger, and the right 
Food, and in nothing elle. 
The Fall of Adam, and the Origin of all 
Sin and Miſery, began in his Luſt and Hun- 
ger after the Knowledge of Good and Evil 
in the Kingdom of this World. By this, 
He left, and loſt the Food which Heaven gives. 
—He died to all the Influences and Enjoy- 
ments of his firſt Fire, Light, and Spirit, 
which was his vital Union with God, in the 
Kingdom of Heaven,—All the Evil that 


Was 
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was hid in this earthly Creation, and its nu- 
merous Creatures, opened, and diffuſed it- 
ſelf with all the Power of a poiſonous Food, 
through his whole Soul and Body.—But in 
all this, nothing more came upon him, or was 
done to him, than that which his own Hun- 
ger had eaten.—Here you have the fulleſt 
Demonſtration, how every Change in the 
Life of Man is, and only can be made, 
namely, by hungering, and eating.— Adam 


had not fallen, had known no Death, or 


Extinction of that heavenly Fire, Light, and 
Spirit, which was his firſt Birth in God, but 
becauſe he hungered after the State of the 
animal Life in this World, which has no 
other Fire, Light, and Spirit in it, but that 
which gives a tranſitory Life, of diverſe, con- 
trary Luſts and Appetites, to all the Beaſts, 
Birds, and Inſects. | 
This is the Doctrine of the Old Teſta- 
ment, concerning the Power of Hunger and 
Eating in the firſt Adam.—On the other 
hand, in conformity to this, and in full 
Proof of the Truth of it, that it muſt 
have been ſo; the ſecond Adam, the Lord 
. from Heaven, in the New Teſtament, has 
declared, that Hunger and Eating is that 
alone, which can help fallen Man to that 
firſt heavenly Fire, Light, and Spirit, with 
the ſpiritual Fleſh and Blood that belonged 
63 to 
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to it; ſaying again and again, in a Variety 


of the ſtrongeſt Expreſſions, this great 
Truth, That except a Man eat his Fleſh, and 
drink his Blood, he hath no Liſe in him, 
that is, no Life of that celeſtial! Body and 
Blood, which Adam loft, and which alone 
can live in the Fire, Light, and Spirit of 
Heaven. 

Every Spirit that is creaturely, and every 
Deſire of the Spirit, has always ſomething 


_ bodily, as its own Birth. No {piritual Crea- 


ture can begin to be, but by beginning to be 


bodily. —For creaturely Exiſtence, and bodily 


Exiſtence, is the ſame Thing; the Spirit is not, 
cannot be in the Form of a Creature, till it 
has its Body; and its Body is the Manifeſ- 
tation of Spirit, both to itſelf, and other 
Beings. 

Live in the Love, the N the Meek - 
neſs, and Humility of Chriſt, and then the 
celeſtial, tranſparent, ſpiritual Body of Chriſt's 
Fleſh and Blood, is continually forming it- 
ſelf, and growing in and from, and about 
your Soul, till it comes to the fullneſs of 
the Stature in Chriſt Jeſus; and this is your 
true, ſubſtantial, vital eating the Fleſh, and 
drinking the Blood of Chriſt, which will 


afterwards become your Body of Glory to 


all Eternity. And though your aſtral Reaſon, 


and outward Senſes, whilſt you are in A. 


dam's 


LE TT ENR V. 87 


dam's bodily Fleſh, know nothing of this 


inward Body of Chriſt, yet there it is,“ 
as ſurely as you have the Love, the Fa- 
tience, the Meekneſs, and Humility of Chriſt; 
for where the true Spirit of Chriſt is, chere 
is his true ſpiritual Body. 

On the other hand, live to Selfiſhneſs, to 
diabolical Pride, Wrath, Envy, and Co- 
vetouſneſs, and then nothing can hinder theſe 
Tempers, from forming within you ſuch a 
ſpiritual Body to your Soul, as that which 
Devils have, and dwell, and work in. 

Be as unwilling as. you will, through 
learned Wiſdom, or Fear of Enthuſiaſm, , 


7 


to believe this, your Unbelief can laſt no f 


longer, than till Adam's Fleſh and Blood 
leave you, and then, as ſure as your Soul 
lives, you will, and muſt have it living, either 
in the ſpiritual Body of fallen Angels, or 
in the ſpiritual Body of the redeeming Jeſus. 
—Oh, Sir, trifle away no more Time in 
Many Matters, your firſt ſpiritual Body muſt 
come again.ä— Without it, you are the very 
Man that came to the Marriage Feaſt, not 
having on a Wedding Garment.—He was bound 
Hands and Feet, and caſt into utterDarkneſs, 
that is, he was the chained Priſoner of his 
own dark, helliſh, ſpiritual Body, which 
had been all his Life growing up in him, 
from that which his Soul had daily eaten, and 
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hungered after; and ſo was become thoſe 
very Chains of Darkneſs, under which the 
fallen Angels are reſerved unto the Judg- 
ment of the great Day. 
Now there is no being ſaved, or preſerved 
from this Body of Chains and Darkneſs, but 
by the one Hunger and Thirſt after Righte- 
ouſneſs that is in Chriſt Jeſus, and by cat- 
ing that, which begets heavenly ſpiritual 
Fleſh and Blood to the Soul. The two 
Trees of Paradiſe, with their two Fruits, 
vi. of Death to the Eater of one, and Life 
to the Eater of the other, were infallible 
Signs, and full Proofs, that from the Begin- 
ning to the End of the World, Death and 
Life, Happineſs and Miſery, can proceed 
from nothing elſe, but that which the Luft 
and Hunger of the Soul chuſeth for its Food. 
— Now ſpiritual Eating is by the Mouth of 
Defire, and Deſire is nothing elſe but Will, 
and Hunger, therefore that which you will, 
and hunger after, that you are continually 
eating, whether it be good, or bad, and that, 
be it which it will, forms the Strength of 
your Lite, or which 1s the ſame thing, forms 
the Body of your Soul. If you have many 
Wills, and many Hungers, all that you eat 
is only the Food of ſo many ſpiritual Diſ- 
eaſes, and burdens your Soul with a Com- 


plication of inward Piſtempers.— And un- 
der 
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der this Working of ſo many Wills, it is, 
that religious People have no more Good, 
or Health and Strength from the true Re- 
ligion, than a Man who has a Complication 
of bodily Diſtempers, has from the moſt 
healthful Food. For no Will or Hunger, 
be it turned which way it will, or ſeem 
ever ſo ſmall or triffling, is without its Ef- 
fect.— For as we can have nothing but as 
our Will works, ſo we muſt have always 
ſome Effect from it.— It cannot be nfigntfi- 
cant, becauſe nothing is /ignificant, but that 
which it does. 

Do not now fay, that you have this 
one Will, and one Hunger, and yet find not 
the Food of Life by it, —For as ſure as 
you are forced to complain, fo ſure is it, 
that you have it not. Not my Will, but 
thine be done; when this is the one Will of 
the Soul, all Complaints are over, then it 
is, that Patience drinks Water of Life out 
of every Cup ; and to every Craving of the 
old Man, this one Hunger continually fays, 
I have Meat to eat, that ye know nothing of. 

Thy Kingdom come, thy Will be done, is the 
one Will, and one Hunger, that feeds the 
Soul with the Life-giving Bread of Hea- 
yen. This Will is always fulfilled, it can» 
not poſſibly be ſent empty away, for God's 
Kingdom muſt manifeſt itſelf with all its 

Riches 
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Riches in that Soul, which wills nothing 
elſe ; it never was, nor can be loſt, but by 
the Will, that ſeeks ſomething elſe. Hence 
you may know with the utmoſt Certainty, 
that if you have no inward Peace, if reli- 
gious Comfort is ſtill wanting, it is be- 
cauſe you have more Wills than one. For 
the Multiplicity of Wills, is the very Eſ- 

ſence of fallen Nature, and all its Evil, 
; Miſery, and Seperation from God lies in it; 
and as ſoon as you return to, and allow 
only this one Will, you are returned to 
God, and muſt find the Bleſſedneſs of his 
Kingdom within you. 

Give yourſelf up to ever ſo many good 
Works, Read, Preach, Pray, viſit the Sick, 
build - Hoſpitals, cloath the Naked, &c. yet 
if any thing goes along with theſe, or in 
the Doing of them you have any thing 
elſe, that you will and hunger after, but 
that God's Kingdom may come, and his Will 
be done, they are not the Works of the 
New-born from above, and ſo cannot be 
his life-giving Food. For the new Cre- 
ture in Chriſt, is that one Will, and one 
Hunger, that was in Chriſt; and there- 
fore where that is wanting, there is want- 
ing that new Creature, which alone can 
have his Converſation, which alone can 
daily eat and drink at God's Table, re- 
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ceiving in all that it does, continual Life 


from every Word, that praceedeth out of the 
Mouth of God. 


From what Word, and from what Mouth 
of God ? Why only from that hidden, ſu- 
pernatural Power of the Triune Deity, which 


ſpeaks, and breaths <ontinual Nouriſhment 
to that heavenly Fire, Light, and Spirit, in 


and from which, all that are about the - 


Throne of God, have their 7zward Joy a- 
bove all Thought, and their autward Glory, 
that can only be figured, or hinted to us, 
by Pearls, Saphires, and Rainbow Beauties. 
. It is from this Power of the Triune God, 
working in the Fire, Light, Spirit, and ſpiri- 
tual Water, or Body of your new-born Crea- 
ture, that all the Good, and Comfort, and 
Joy of Religion, which you want, is to be 
found, and found by nothing, but the Re- 
ſurrection of that divine, an heavenly Na- 
ture, which came forth! in the firſt Man. 
Do not take theſe to be too high flown 
Words, for they are no higher, than the 
Truth; for if that which is in you, is not 
as high as Heaven, you will never come 
there.— That heavenly Fire, Light, and Spi- 
rit, which makes the angelic Life to be all 
Divine, muſt as certainly be your inward 
Likeneſs to God; and that which God is, 
and works in Angels, that he muſt be, and 
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. work in you, or you can never be like 

to, or equal with them, as Chriſt has ſaid. 
To be outwardly Glorious, as they 
are, you muſt ſtay till this Corruptible 
ſhall have put on Incorruption, but to have 
the ſame inward Glory of the ſame celeſtial 
Fire, Light, and Spirit, burning, ſhining, and 
breathing in your inward Man, as Angels 
have, belongs to you, as born at firſt of 


_ - / the triune Breath of the living God, and 


born again of Chriſt, out of Adam's Death, 


to have, and be, all that by a Wonder 


of Redemption, which was your divine Birth- 

right at firſt by a Wonder of Creation. 
And now, my dear Friend, chuſe your 
Side: Would you be honourable in Church, 
or State, put on the whole Armour of 
this World, praiſe that which Man praiſes, - 
cloath yourſelf with all the Graces and 
Perfections of the Belles Lettres, and be an 
Orator, and Critic, as faſt as ever you can, 
and above all, be ſtrong in the Power of 
flattering Words. | | 
But if the other Side is your Choice ; 
would you be found in Chriſt, and know 
the Power of his Reſurrection; would you 
taſte the Powers of the World to come, 
and find the continual Influences of the 
Triune God, feeding and keeping up his 
divine Life in your triune Soul, you muſt 
| * | give 
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give up all for that one Will, and. one Hun- 


ger, Which keeps the Angels of God in- 1 


their full Feaſts, of ever new, and never- 4 
cealing Delights in the nameleſs, bound- 
leſs Riches of Eternity. 

Think it not hard, or too ſevere a Re- 
ſtraint, to have but one Will, and one Hun- 
ger - it is no harder a Reſtraint: than to 
be kept from all that can bring forth Pain, 
and Sorrow to your Soul; no greater Se- 
verity, than to be excluded from every 
Place, but the Kingdom of God, —For to 
have but this one Will, and one Hunger, 
is to-have every Evil of Life, and all Ene- 
mies put under your Feet. It is to have 
done with every Thing, that can defile, 
| betray, diſappoint, or hurt that eternal Na- 


ture, which muſt have its Life within 


you.—On the other hand, every Thing 
that is not the Effect and Fruit of this 
one Will, and one Hunger, but added to 
your Life by a ſelfiſh Will, and worldly 
Hunger, muſt ſooner * or later, be torn 
from you with the utmoſt Smart, or be- 


come Food for that gnawing Worm, which 
dieth not. 


Do you aſk, how you are to come at 7 N 


this one Will, and one Hunger, I refer 


you to no | Power of your own, and yet Fay 


refer 
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refer you to that which is within your- 


felf. 


o 


Angels in Heaven, are not good and hap- 


/ py by any Thing they can 46 to themſelves, 
but ſolely by that which is done to them. — 
Now that holy Spirit, which does God's 
Will in Heaven, and is the Goodneſs and 
_ Happineſs of all its Inhabitants, that ſame 
| Spirit is every Man's Portion upon Earth, 
and the Gift of God within him.—It is 


but loſt Labour, to ſtrive by any Power 


of your Reaſon, of Self-activity, to work 
up this one Will and one Hunger within 

vou, or to kindle the true Ardency of a 
divine Deſire, by any thing that your na- 
, \ tural Man can do.—This is as impoſſible, 
as for fallen Adam'to have been his own Re- 
daeeemer, or a dead Man to give Life to him- 


ſelf. ——The one Will, and one Hunger 
which alone can eat the true Nouriſhment 
of the divine Life, is nothing elſe but the 


divine Nature within you, which died in 


Adam no other Death, but that of being 
ſuppreſſed and buried for a while, under 


a Load and Multiplicity of earthly Wills. 
__». Hence it is, that nothing can put an 


End to this Multiplicity of Wills in fallen 


Man, which is his Death to God, nothing 


can be the Reſurrection of the divine Na- 
ture within him, which is his only Sal- 
| vation, 


1 


LET FIN . 95 


vation, but the CRoss of Chriſt, not that 
, wooden "Croſs, on which he was crucified, . 
but that Croſs on which he was crucified _ 
through the whole Courſe of his Life in 
the Fleſh. It is our Fellowſhip with him 
on this Croſs, through the whole Courſe 
of our Lives, that is our Union with Him, 
it alone gives Power to the divine Nature 
within us, to ariſe out of its Death, and 
breath again in us, in one Will, and one 
Hunger after nothing but God. | 
To be like-minded with Chriſt, is to 
live in every Contrariety to Self, the World, 
the Fleſh, and the Devil, as he did; this is 
our belonging to him, our being one with 
him, having Life from him, and waſhing 


our Robes in the Blood of the Lamb.— , 5 135 


For then, and then only are we waſhed, 
and cleanſed by his Blood, when we drink 
his Blood, and we drink his Blood, when 
we willingly drink of the Cup that He 
drank of. 

Again, not to be like-minded with Chriſt, 
is to be. ſeperated from him.—To have 
another Mind than he had, is to be in the 


State of thoſe, who crucified him. Such 
as the Redeemer was, ſuch are they that 


are redeemed.—as Adam was, ſuch are they 
that are born of him.—Life from Adam, 
and Life from Chriſt, is the one {ſingle 

Thing, 


, 
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Thing, that makes the one our Deſtroyer, 
the + Ba our Redeemer. But to have 
done, caſt not about in your Mind, how 
you are to have the one Will, and one 
Hunger, which is always eating at God's 
Table, and continually fed with the Bread 
of Life; the Thing is already done to your 
Hands. I am the Way, the Truth, and the 
Lyfe, faith Chriſt, the ſame as if he had 
ſaid, the Way is no where, the Truth is 
no where, the Liſe is no where, but in me. 
What Room therefore for any learned Con- 
trivances, or further Enquiry about the 
Matter? Follow Chriſt in the Denial of 
all the Wills of Self, and then all is put 
away that ſeperates you from God: The 
heaven-born new Creature will come to Life 
you, which alone knows, and enjoys 
the Things of God, and has his daily Food 
of Gladneſs in that manifold BLESSED, and 
BLEsSED, which Chriſt che on the 


Mount. 


Tell me then no more of your new 


| Skill in Hebrew Words, of your Paris E- 
dittions of all the antient Fathers, your com- 


pleat Collection of the Councils, Com- 
mentators, and Church Hiſtorians, Sc. c. 
Did Chriſt mean any thing like this, when 
\ he ſaid, I am the Way, the Truth and the 
\ Ther Did the Apoſtle ae any thing 

like 
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like this, when he ſaid, No Man can call 
Jeſus Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt ?—Greart, 
good, and divine Teachers, you fay, were 


many of the Fathers: I fay nothing to it, 
but that much more great, good, and di- 


vine is He, who is . teaching within 
you, ever ſtanding and knocking at the 
Door of your Heart, with the Words of 
eternal Life. 

You perhaps may aſk, why I go on wri- 
ting Books myſelf, if there is but one true, 
and divine Teacher? I anſwer, though there. 
is but one Bridegroom, that can furniſh 
the Bleſſing of the Marriage Feaſt, yet his 
Servants are ſent out to invite the Gueſts. 
—— This is the unalterable Difference between 
Chriſt's Teaching, and the Teaching of thoſe, - 
who only publiſh the glad Tydings of him. 
They are not the Bridegroom, and there- 
fore have not the Bridegroom's Voice. They 


are not the Ligbt, but only ſent to bear 
Witneſs of it. And as the Ba prifi (aid, | 


He muſt increaſe, but I muſt 8 ſo 
every faithful Teacher ſaith of his Doctrine, 
it muſt decreaſe, and end, as ſoon as it 
has led to the true Teacher. | 
All that I have written for near thirty | 
Years, has been only to ſhew, that we have 
no Maſter but Chriſt, nor can have any 
living divine Knowledge, but from his holy 
H Nature 
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Nature born and revealed in us. — Not a 
Word in favour of Jacob Behmen, but be- 
cCauſe, above every Writer in the World, 
he has made all that is found in the King- 


dom of Grace, and the Kingdom of Na- 
ture, to be one continual Demonſtration, 
that Dying to ſelf, to be born again of Chriſt, 
is the one ny poſſible Salvation of the Sons 
of fallen Adam. 


But 1 will have done, as ſoon as I have 


given you a little Piece of Hiſtory, which 
your friend Academicus, has given of him- 
ſelf: When I had, ſays he, taken my De- 
„ grees in the Univerſity, I conſulted ſe- 


e veral great Divines to put me in a Me- 
de thodi of ſtudying Divinity. It would 
e take up near half a Day to tell you the 


** Work, which my learned Friends cut 
« out for me. One told me, that Hebrew 


« Words are all; that they muſt be read 


* without Points, and then the Old Teſta- 
„ ment is an opened Book. He recom- 


« mended to me a cart Load of Lexicons, 


cc 


Criticks, and Commentators upon the 


« Hebrew Bible. Another tells me, the 


6 Greek Bible is the beſt, that it corrects 


« the Hebrew in many Places, and refers 


% me to a large Number of Books learn- 
« edly writ in Defence of it.—Another tells 


« me that Church-hiſtory is the main Mat- 


gen ter, 
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ter, that I muſt begin with the firſt Fa- 
thers, .and follow them through every 
Age, not forgetting to take the Lives 
of the Roman Emperors along with me, 
as ſtriking great Light into the State of 
the Church in their Times. Then I 
muſt have Recourſe to all the Councils 
held, and the Canons made in eve 

Age: Which would enable me to ſee 
with my own Eyes, the great Corru 

tions of the Council of Trent. Another, 
who 1s not very fond of antient Matters, 
but wholly bent upon rational Chriſti- 
anity, tells me, I need go no higher 
than the Reformation; that Calvin and 


Cranmer were very great Men; that Ch:/- 
e ingworth and Locke ought always to lie 


upon my Table; that I muſt get an entire 


Set of thoſe learned Volumes wrote a- 


gainſt Popery in King James's Reign; and 
alſo be well verſed in all the Diſcourſes, 
which Mr. Boyle's, and Lady Moyer's Lec- 
tures have produced; and then, ſays he, 

you will be a Match for our greateſt Ene- 
mies, which are popiſh Prieſts, and mo- 
dern Deiſts. My Tutor is very Iiturgical; 
he deſired me, of all things, to get all 
the Collections, that I can, of the antient 
Liturgies, and all the Authors that treat 
of ſuch Matters, who, ſays he, are very 
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learned and very numerous. He has been 
many Years making Obſervations upon 
them, and is now clear, as to the Time; 
when certain little Particles got En- 
trance into the Liturgies, and others were 
by Degrees dropt.— He has a Friend a- 
broad in ſearch of antient MSS. Litur- 
gies ; for by the by, faid he, at Parting, 
I have ſome Suſpicion, that our Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper is 'efſent:ally 
defective, for want of having a little Wa- 
ter mixed” with the Wine.—Another 
learned Friend told me, that the Clemen- 


tine Conſtitution is the Book of Books; 


and that all that lies looſe, and ſcattered 


in the New Teſtament, ſtands there in 


its true Order and Form. And though 


he will not ſay, that Dr. Clarke, and Mr. 


Whaſton, are in the Right, yet it might 


be uſeful to me to read all = Arian and 


Socinian Writers, provided I ſtood upon 
my Guard, and did it with Caution, —The 
laſt Perſon I conſulted, adviſed me to get 
all the Hiſtories of the Riſe and Progrefs 


of Herefies, and of the Lives and Cha- 


racers of  Heretics.— Theſe Hiſtories, he 
ſaid, contract the Matter, bring Truth 
and Error cloſe in view; and I ſhould find 
all that collected in a four Pages, which 
would have coſt me ſome Years to get to- 

ce gether. 
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gether. He alſo deſired me to be well 
verſed in all the caſuiſtical Writers, and 


chief Schoolmen, for they debate Matters 


to the Bottom, diſſect every Virtue, and 
every Vice, and ſhew how near they may 
come together without touching. And 
this Knowledge, he ſaid, might be very 
uſeful, when I came to be a Pariſh Prieſt. 


66 Following the Advice of all theſe Coun- 
ſellors, as well as 1 could, I lighted my > N 


Candle early in the Morning, and put it 
out late at Night. In this Labour I had 
been ſweating for ſome Years, till Ruſli- 

cus, at my firſt Acquaintance with him, 


ſeeing my Way of Life, ſaid to me, had 


you lived about ſeventeen Hundred Years 
ago, you had ſtood juſt in the ſame Place, 
as I ſtand now. I cannot read, and there- 
fore, ſays he, all theſe hundreds of thou- 
ſands of Doctrine and Diſputing Books, 
which theſe ſeventeen Hundred Years have 
produced, ſtand not in my Way ; they 
are the ſame Thing to me, as if they had 
never been. And had youlived at the Time 
mentioned, you had juſt eſcaped them all, 

as I do now, hecauſe, though you are a 
very good Reader, there were then none 


of them to be read. —Could you there- 


fore be content to be one of 'the primitive 


<< Chriſtians, who were as good as any that 
have been fince, you may ſpare all this 
© Labour. It is not eaſy for me, ſays Aca- 


H 3 © demicus, 
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cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


demicus, to tell you how much Good I 
received from this ſimple Inſtruction ot 
honeſt Maſter Ru/t:cus.—W hat. Project 
was it, to be graſping atter the Knowlege 
of all the Opinions, Doctrines, Diſputes, 
Hereſies, Schiſms, Cc. which ſeventeen 
Hundred Years had brought forth, through 
all the Extent of the Chriſtian World! 
What Project this, in order to be a Divine, 
that is, in order to bear true Witneſs to 
the Power of Chriſt, as a Deliverer from 


the Evil of earthly Fleſh and Blood, and 


Death and Hell, and a Raiſer of a new 
Birth and Life from above ! For as this is 
the divine Work of Chriſt, ſo He only is 
a true and able Divine, that can bear a 
faithful Teſtimony to this drvine Work of 
Chriſt—How eaſy was it for me to have 
ſeen, that all this Labyrinth of learned 
Enquiry, into ſuch a dark, thorny Wilder- 
neſs of Notions, Facts, and Opinions, 
could ſignify no more to me now, to my 
own Salvation, to my Intereſt in Chriſt, 


and obtaining the holy Spirit of God, than 


if I had lived before it had any Begin- 

ning. But the blind Appetite of Learning, 
gave me no Leiſure to apprehend ſo plain 
a Truth.—-Books of Divinity indeed, I 
have not done with, but will eſteem none 
to be ſuch, but thoſe that make known to 
my Heart, the inward Power and Redemp- 


tron of Jeſus Chriſt. Nor will I ſeek for 


cc any 
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any thing even from ſuch Books, but that 
which I aſk of God in Prayer, viz. How 


ce the Evil that is in my own Nature, and 
how to obtain a Supernatural Birth of the 
* divine Lite brought forth within me. All 
re heſides this is Pu/hpin *. 

March 5, 1753. God be with you. 

* Way to Divine Knoxwlege, p. 100. 
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In Anſwer to a QUESTION. 


XXX OU tell me, Sir, that after a twen- 
Y 5 ty Years Zeal, and Labour in Mat- 
IM. ters of Religion, it has turned to 
ſo little Account, that you are 
forced, moſt earneſtly to deſire a {peedy An- 
ſwer to this Queſtion, Where you ſhall go, 
or what you fhall do, to be in the Truth: ? 
Let me firſt premiſe thus much. E- 
very Man in his fallen State, has all that 
in him, though in a State of Death, and 
Hiddenneſs, which was the /ving Glory, 
and Perfection of the firſt created Man. 
Juſt as the Roc? of the Lilly, in the Winter's 
Cold, hath all that in it, though as in a 
State of Death, which was the Glory and 
Beauty of the Summer's F Les Wis] is 
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better to know, more to abhor, and reſiſt 
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hidden in the Root of the Lilly, lies no longer 
in its ſeeming Death, than till the Spring- 
Sun calls forth its Life Now, one divine 
Diſpenſation after another, is to do that ſame 
to the fallen Soul, which the Spring; and 
daily advancing Sun does to the Lilly Root; 
namely, to call it out of its State of Death, 
and ka ſomething of its firſt Glory come 
to life, and ſpring forth out of it. Hence 
it is, that the Kingdom of God (which was 
that to which Adam died) is lite to Treaſure 
hid in a Field; and again, the Kingdom of 
God is within you. But this could not be 
true, unleſs all that Glory; which Adam loſt, 
was ſtill preſerved. as a Feed, or ſhut-up 
Root of Life within him: And all this, 
through the Mercy, and free Grace of God, 
who foreſeeing the Fall of Adam, willed, 
that a Seed of his firſt Glory, ſhould be pre- 


32 ſerved in him; declared, and made known 


to him, by a Seed of the Woman, which 


through the Word made Fleſh, ſhould, in 


{pight of Death and Hell, grow up to the 
Pullneſs of the Stature in Chriſt Jeſus. 

And as the Kingdom of Heaven, 1s every 
Man's Treaſure, as ſurely within him, as 
his own Soul, ſo that which hides, and co- 
vers it from us, is that awakened, beſtial Life, 
which 1s called Adam in us, and in which, 


the immortal Soul, that was born for Hea- 


ven, is wedded to the Lufts of the Fleſh, the 
Luſt 
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Luſtof the Eyes, and the Pride of Life, and 
ſubject to the Workings of that Satanical Na- 
ture, which our Lord calls the Prince 
this World. And thus it is, that every Man 
comes into this World in a twofold State; 
Adam and Chriſt are both born in him. And 
if this was not the State of Man, nothing 
within you, would, or could afk, as you * 
have done, or have any Anxiety after the 
Truth. And your being either led from this 
true Knowlege of your State, or having ne- 
ver been ſenſible of it, is the Reaſon of your 
having made fo many religious Enquiries in 
vain, both from yourſelf, and other People. 
—Por nothing can tell you the Truth, or 
eſtabliſh you in a juſt and ſolid Diſcernment | 
of Right from Wrong, in Doctrines, Opini- | 
ons, and Practices of Religion, but this home 
Knowlege of yourſelf, namely, that Chriſt and 
Adam, are not only both of them efentially 
within you, but the whole of you; that no- 
thing is Life or Salvation, but that, which 
is the Life and Growth of Chriſt in you, and 
that all that is done from the Lie, the Pow- . 
er and natural Capacity of the Adamical 
Nature, is heatheniſh, is mere Vanity and 
Death, however gloriouſly ſet forth by the 
natural Gifts of Wit and Learning. 
Religion has no Good in it, but as it is 
the Revival, and Quickening of that divine 
Nature, which your firſt Father had from 


God, 
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/ God, and nothing can revive it, but that 
' which firſt created it. God is no otherwiſe 
your God, but as He is the God of your 
Life, manifeſted in it; and He can be no 
otherwiſe the God of your Life, but as his 


Spirit is living within you.—Satan is no other 


Way knowable by you, or can have any 


other Fellowſhip with you, but as his evil 
Spirit works, and manifeſts itſelf along with 
the Workings of your own Spirit. —Re/j/# 
the Devil, and he will flee from you; but he is 
no where to be reſiſted, but as a workin 

Spirit within you, therefore to reſiſt the De- 
vil, is to turn from the evil Thoughts, and 
Motions that ariſe within you. Turn to God, 
and he will turn to you: But God is an uni- 
verſal Spirit, which you cannot locally turn 
to, or from; therefore to turn to God, is 
to cleave to thoſe good Thoughts and Mo- 
tions which proceed from his holy Spirit, 
dwelling and working in you.—This is the 
God of your Life, to whom you are to ad- 
here, liften, and attend, and this is your 
worſhipping him in Spirit and Truth. And 
That is the Devil that goeth about as a roaring 
Lion, who has no Voice, but that which he 
ſpeaks within you. Therefore, my Friend, 
be at home, and keep cloſe to that which 
paſſes within you, for be it what it will, 
whether it be a Good, in which you delight, 
or an Evil, at which you grieve, you could 
have 
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have neither the one, nor the other, but be- 
cauſe a holy God of Light and Love is 
eſſentially dwelling in you. Seek therefore 
for no other Road, nor call any Thing the 
Way to God, but ſolely that, which his eter- 
nal, all- creating WoRD, and SPIRIT worketh 
within you. For could anv Thing elſe haye 
been Man's Way to God, the WorD had not 
been made Fleſh. 

The laſt Words in your Queſtion, viz, 
To be in the Truth, are well expreſſed, for 
to be in the Truth, is the finiſhed State 
of Man returning to God, thus declared 
by Chriſt himſelf, ye ſhall know the Truth, 
and the Truth ſhall make you free; free from 
the Blindneſs and Delution of your own 
natural Reaſon, and free from Forms, Doc- 
trines and Opinions, which others would 
impoſe upon you. To be in Truth, is to 
be, where the firſt holy Man was, when 
he came forth in the Image and Likeneſs 
of God. W hen he loſt Paradiſe, he loſt 
the Truth; and all that he felt, knew, ſaw, 
loved, and liked of the earthly, beaſtial World, 
into which he was fallen, was but mere Sepe- 
ration from God, a Vail upon his Heart, and 
Scales upon his Eyes.—Nothing of his u 
Truth could be ſpoke of to him, even by God 
himſelf, but under the Vail of earthly Things, 
Types, and Shaddows. The Law was given 


by Maſes; but Moſes had a Vail upon his Face, 
| the 
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the Law was a Vail, Prophecy was a Vail, 
Chriſt crucified was a Vail, and all was a Vail, 
till Grace and Truth came by Jeſus Chriſt, in 
the POWER of his HoLY SPIRIT. There- 
fore to be in the Truth, as it is in Jeſus, 
1s to be come from under the Vail, to have 
paſſed through all thoſe Dzſpenſations, which 
would never have begun, but that they 
might end in a Chriſt Hpiritualiy revealed, 
and efſentrally formed in the Soul. So that 
now, in this 4% Diſpenſation of God, which 
is the firſt Truth itſelf reſtored, nothing is 
to be thought of, truſted to, or ſought atter, 
but God's immediate, continual Working in 
the Soul, by his Holy Spirit. This, Sir, is 
the M bere you are to go, and the What you 
are to do, to be in the Truth For the 
Truth as it is in Jeſus, is nothing elſe but 
Chriſt come in the Spirit, and his coming 
in the Spirit, is nothing elſe but the firſt 
10% Life of God, quickened, and revealed 
again in the Soul. Every thing ſhort of 
this, has only the Nature of outward Type 


and Figure, which in its beſt State, is only 


for a Time. If therefore you lock to 
any Thing but the Spirit, ſeek to any Power, 

but that of the Spirit, expect Chriſt to be your 
Saviour, any other Way, than as he is ſp:r:tually 
born in you, you go back from the Grace and 
Truth, which came by FJeſus, and can at beſt be 


me a legal Jew, or a ſelf-righteous Pha- 
riſee ; ; 
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riſee; there is no getting farther than theſe 
States, but by being born of the Spirit, living 
by the Spirit, as his Child, his Inſtrument, 
and holy Temple, in which he dwells, and 
works all his good Pleaſure. —Drop this 
full Adherence to, and Dependance upon 
the Spirit, act as in your own Sphere, be 
ſomething of yourſelf, and through your own 
Wiſdom, &c. and then, though all that you 
fay, or do, is with the outward Words of the 
ſpiritual Goſpel, and in the outward Practices 
of the ſpiritual Apoſtles, yet for all this, you 
are but there, where thoſe were, who wor- 
ſhipped God with the Blood of Bulls and 
Goats ; for [N. B.] Nothing but the Spirit of 
God, can worſhip God in Spirit and in 
Truth. . 8 9 

But you will perhaps ſay, that you are ſtill 
but where you was, becauſe you know not 
how to find the continual Guidance of the holy 
Spirit.—If you know how ro find your own 
Thoughts, you need not be at a Loſs to find 
the Spirit of God. For you have not a 
Thought within you, but is either from 
the Good of the Spirit, or from the Evil 
of the Fleſh. Now the Good and the Evil 
that are within you, and always more or leſs 
ſenſible by turns, do each of them teach 
you the ſame Work and Preſence of the 
Spirit of God. For the Good, could not 
appear as Good, nor the Evil, be 4 as 

vil, 


| 
| 
| 
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Evil, but becauſe the 7mmediate Working of 
the Spirit of God, creates, or manifeſts this 
Difference between them, and therefore be 
in what State you will, the Power of God's 
Spirit within you, equally manifeſts itſelf 
to you; and to find the immediate, conti- 
nual, eſſential Working of the Spirit of 
God within you, you need only know. what 
Good, and Evil are felt within you. For all 
the Good that is in any Thought or Deſire, 


is ſo much of God within you, and whilſt 


you adhere to, and follow a good Thought, 
you follow, or are led by the Spirit of God. 
And on the other hand, all that is ſelfiſh and 
wicked in Thought, or Affection, is ſo much 
of the. Spirit, of Satan within you, which 
would not be known, or felt, as evil, but 
becauſe it is contrary to the immediate, con- 
tinual Working of the Spirit of God within 
you. Turn therefore inwards, and all that 
is within you, will demonſtrate to you, the 
Preſence, and Power of God in your Soul, 
and make you find, and feel it, with the 
ſame Certainty, as you find and feel your 
own Thoughts. And what is beſt of all, 
by thus doing, you will never be without 
a living Senſe of the immediate Guidance and 
Inſpiration of the holy Spirit, always equal 
to your Dependance upon it, always lead- 
ing you from Strength to Strength in your 

inward 
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inward Man, till all your Knowlege of 
Good and Evil, is become nothing elſe, but 
a mere Love of the one, and mere Averſion 
to the other. For the ene Work of the Spi- 
rit of God, is to diſtinguiſh the Good, and 
Evil, that is within you, not as in Notion, 
but by Affection; and when you are wholly 
given up to this new-creating Work of 
God, ſo as to ſtay your Mind upon it, abide 
with it, and expect all from it, This, m 
Friend, will be your Returning to the Rock, 
from whence you was hewn, your drink 
ing at the Fountain of Living Water, your 
walking with God, your living by Faith, 
your putting on Chriſt, your continual hear- 
ing the Word of God, your eating the 
Bread that came down from Heaven, your 
ſupping with Chriſt, and following the Lamb 
wherever he goeth., 
For all theſe ſeeming different Things, 
will be found in every Man, according to 
his Meaſure, who is wholly given up to, 
and depending upon the bleſſed Work of 
God's Spirit in his Soul. 

But your Miſtake, and that of moſt Chriſ- 
tians, lies in this; you would be Good by 


ſome outward Means, you would have Me- -, 


thods, Opinions, Forms, and Ordinances of 
Religion, alter and raiſe your fallen Na- 
ture, and create in you a new Heart, and 
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2 new Spirit, that is to ſay, you would be 
Good in a Way that is altogether imp 
Able, for Goodneſ cannot be brought into 
you from without, much leſs by any Thing 
that is. Creaturely, or the Action of Man; 
this is as impoſſible, as for the Fleſh to 
ſancliß the Spirit, or for Things temporal, 
to give Life to Things that are eternal. 
The: Image and Likeneſs of Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt, are in every Man, antecedent 
to every outward Work, or Action that can 
proceed from him: It is God thus within 
— that is the ſole Cauſe that any Thing can 
be called Godly, that is done, obſerved, or 
practiſed by him. If it were not ſo, Man 
would only have his Being from God, but 
his Gad. from himſelf. 
All Man's outward. good Works, are only 
— like his outward good Words; he is not Good, 
becauſe he is frequent in the Uſe of them, 
they bring no Goodneſs into him, nor are of 
any Worth in themſelves, but as a good, and 
godly Spirit ſpeaks forth itſelf in the Sound 
of them. This is the Caſe of every out- 
ward, creaturely Thing, or Work of Man, 
be it of what Kind it will, either Hearing, 
Praying, Singing, or Preaching, Gc. or prac- 
tiſing any outward Rules, and Obſervances; 
they have only the Goodneſs of the outward 
| June Bay, are as vain, as founding * 
an 
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and tinkling Cymbals, unleſs they be ſolely 
the Work, and Fruits of the Spirit of God: 

For the divine Nature, is that alone, which 
can be the Power to any good Work, either 
in Man, or Angel. - 
When a Man, firſt finds himſelf ſtirred up 
with religious Zeal, what does he generall 

do? He turns all his Thoughts outwards, he 
runs after this, or that Man, he is at the 
Beck of every new Opinion, and thinks only 
of finding the Truth, by reſting in this, or | 
that Method, or Society of Chriſtians. Could 
he find a Man, that did not want to have him 

of his Party, and Opinion, that turned him 
from himſelf, and the Teachings of Man, 
to a God, not as hiſtorically read of in 


Books, or preached of in this, or that Society, 5 


but to a God eſſentially living and working in 
every Soul, him he might call a Man of 
God; as leading him from himſelf to God, 
as ſaving him from many vain Wanderings, 
from fruitleſs Searchings into a Council of 
\/ Trent, a Synod of Dert, an Augſberg Con- 
felfion, : an Aſſembly's Catechiſm, or a rbirty 
nine Artigles. For had he an hundred Ar- 
ticles, if they were any Thing elſe but a 
hundred Calls to a Chriſt come in the Spirit, 
to a God within him, as the only poſſible 
Light, and Teacher of his Mind, it would 
be a hundred Times better for him, to be 
without them. For all Man's Blindneſs and 
Miſery lies in this, that he has loſt the 


7 Wt Know- 
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' Knowlege of God, as eſſentially living with- 
in him, and by falling under the Power of 


an earthly, beſtial Life, thinks only of God, 
as living in ſome other World, and fo ſeeks 


only by Notions, to ſet up an Image of an 


abſent God, inſtead of worſhipping the God 


of Life, and Power, in whom he lives, moves, 


and has his being.—-Whoever therefore 


2 — — 


teaches you to expect great Things from this, 


or that ſort of Opinions, or calls you to any 
thing as ſaving, and redeeming, but the Ma- 


nifeſtation of God in your own Soul, through 


a Birth of the holy Nature of Chriſt with- 
in you, is totally ignorant of the whole 
Nature, both of the Fall, and the Redemp- 
tion of Man. For the i is nothing elſe, 
or leſs, than a Death to the divine Life, or Chriſt- 
like Nature, which lived in the firſt Man; and 
the other, is nothing elſe, but Chriſt new-born, 
formed, and revealed again in Man, as he was at 
the firſt. Theſe two great Truths are the moſt 
ſtrongly aſſerted by Chriſt, ſaying, :f any Man 
will be my Diſciple, let him deny himſelf, take up 
his Crofs daily, and follow me. Let him deny 
himſelf, is the fulleſt Declaration, and high- 
eſt Proof, that he has loſt his fir divine and 
heavenly Nature, that he is not ht Self, 
which came firſt from God, or he could not 
be called to deny it.—Say, if you will, that 
he has not loſt that firſt heavenly Lite in 
God, and then you muſt ſay, that our Lord 


Calls him to deny, crucify, and renounce that 


. 


— 


holy, 
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holy, and godlike Self, which was the firſt 
Gift of God to him. 


To read whole Libraries on theſe Matters, 


is only to be bewildered in the Strife of Fic- 
tions, and Contradictions about them. But 
to read this one ſingle Line of Chriſt, is to 
be led into the open, full Truth of the whole 
Nature, both of the Fall, and Redemption. 


And indeed, if we were but freed from the 


Babel of Opinions, which have ſo long con- 
founded the firſt Truths of the Goſpel, it 
would be plain from every Part of it, that 
nothing could be called the Fall of Man, 
but his Loſs of the divine Life, or Nature, 
nor any thing be called his Redemption, or 
the real Means of it, but ſolelyj That, which 


God is, and does in him. For what can be 


a Good, or work Good in Man, but God, 
or the divine Nature in him ? All the divine 
Truths, that ever camefrom God, ſpeak only 
to the Pearl of the divine Nature, that 1s 
hidden in ourearthly Field of Fleſh and Blood, 
becauſe nothing elſe wants them, or has an 

Capacity to receive them ; that which is Di- 
vine, can only receive the divine Things from 
God. And thence it is, that u nleſea Man be born 


again from above, it is not poſſible for him to 
fee, or enter into the Ki ingdom of God, that is, 
the divine Life muſt ariſe again, in the Pow- 
er of a new Birth, or there is nothing in 
fallen Man, that can partake of the King- 
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dom of God. And the Reaſon is, becauſe 
the Kingdom of God is Righteouſneſs, and Peace, 
and Foy in the Holy Ghoſt, and therefore not 
poſſible to be any R but where it pro- 
ceeds from the Holy Ghoſt. Thou alt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy Heart, with 
all thy Soul, with all thy Mind, and with all 
thy Sireng th, Now what is this God, that 
you are hoe to love? Is it ſome abſtratt Idea, 
that learned Men have helped you to form 
of him ? No ſuch thing. This would be 
but a poor Fiction of God, and a poor Fic- 
tion of Love.—God is all Good, the only 

Good, and there is nothing Good beſides 

him, therefore to love God with all your 
Heart, Sc. is to love all Goodneſs, and to love 
nmnolhing elſe but Goodneſs, and then, and 
only then, do you love God with all your 
Heart, and Soul, and Strength.—But now, 
to what Purpoſe could this Precept of ſuch 
a Love be given to Man, unleſs he Hentialiy 
partook of the Divine Nature ? For to be in 
Heart, and Soul, and Spirit, all Love of God, 
and yet have nothing of the Nature of God 
within you, is ſurely too abſurd for any one 
to believe. So ſure therefore as this Pre- 
cept came from Truth itſelf, ſo ſure is it, 
that every Man (however loath to hear of 
any Thing but Pleaſures, and Enjoyments 
in this vain Shadow of a Life) has yet a di- 
vine Nature concealed within him, which, 
when 
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when ſuffered to hear the Calls of God, will = 
know the Voice of its heavenly Father, and 


long to do his Will on Earth, as it is done 
in Heaven. 

The Concluſion then, is this, if to love 
God with your whole Heart, and Soul, 1s to 
love all Goodneſs, and nothing elſe but Goodneſs ; 
and if all that is done without this Love, 
whether in religious Duties, or common 
Life, is but mere Separation from God, then. 
it muſt be the grofleſt Blindneſs, to believe 
you can have any Love of God, or Goodneſs 
in any Duties you perform, any further, -or 
in any other Degree, than as the Eternal, 
Holy Spirit of God, lives and loves in you. 

Again, to ſee the Divinity of Man's Origi- 
nal, you need only read theſe Words: Be ye 

perfect, as your Father which is in Heaven is per- 
fect. For what could Man have to do with the 
Perfection of God, as the Rule of his Life, 
unleſs the Truth and Reality of the divine Na- 
ture was in him? Could there be any Rea- 
ſonableneſs in this Precept, or any Fitneſs to 
call us to be good, as God is good, unleſs 
there was that in us, which is in God? Or to 
call us to the Perfection of an heavenly Fa- 
ther, if we were not the real Children of his 
heavenly Nature? Might it not be as well, to 


bid the heavy Stone to fly, as it's flying Father 
the Eagle doth? 


I 3 But 
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But this Precept from the Lip of Truth, 
is another full Proof, that by the Fall, a 
Death, or Suppreſſion is brought upon our 


- firſt divine Lite, and alſo that it is yet in a 


£1 
Fj" # 
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State, capable of being revived again, in us. 


For if it was not in a State of Death, or fup- 


preſſed in us, there could be no Need of cal- 
ling us to live according to it; for every Bein 
naturally acts according to the Life, that is 
manifeſted in it. Nor could we be called to 
be heavenly, but becauſe the heavenly Na- 
ture has it's Seed in our Soul, in a Readineſs | 
2 to Life in us. 

Tai, Thou ſhalt Irve thy Netghvour as thy 
| Sel If, is another full Proof, that God is in us 
of a Truth, and that the holy Spirit hath as 
certainly, an eſſential Birth within us, as the - 

Spirit of this World hath. For this Precept 
might as well be given to a Fox, as to a Man, 
if Man had not ſomething quite Supernatural 
in him. For mere Nature, and natural Crea- 
ture, is nothing elſe, but mere Self, and can 
work nothing but to, and for itſelf. And this, 


not through any Corruption, or Depravity of 


Nature, but becauſeit is Nature's beſt State, 
and it can be nothing elſe, either in Man, or 
Beaſt. 

Lay unto you, love your Enemies, de good to 
them that hate. you, pray for them that de 72 te- 
Fully uſe and perſecute you, &c. Every Word 
hae is Demonſtration, that nothing but the 

neu 
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new Birth from above, can be a Chriſtian. 
There is no other Nature, or Spirit that can 
breath forth this aniwverſal Love and Bene- 
volence, but that ſame, which laying aſide its 
own Glory, came down from Heaven, to 
forgive, to love, to ſave, and die for a 
whole World of Enemies and Sinners. 

This is the Spirit of Chriſt, that muſt as 
eſſentially live and breath in you, as it did 
in him, or all Exhortations, to do as he did, 
to walk as he walked, are but in vain. The 
natural Man is in full Seperation from this 
Holineſs of Life, and though he had more 
. Wiſdom of Words, more Depth of Litera- 
ture, than was in Cicero, or Ariſtotle, yet 
would he have as much to die to, as the 
groſſeſt Publican, or vaineſt Phariſee, be- 
fore he could be in Chriſt, a new Crea- 
ture. For the higheſt improved natural 
Abilities, can as well aſcend into Heaven, 
or cloath Fleſh and Blood with Immortality, 
as make a Man like-minded with Chriſt in 
any one divine Virtue. And that for this 
one Reaſon, becauſe God, and divine Good- 
neſs, are inſeparable. 

No Precept of the Goſpel, ſuppoſes Man 

to have any Power to effect it, or calls you 

to any natural Ability, or Wiſdom of your 
own to comply with it. Chriſt and his - 
Apoſtles called no Man, to overcome the Cor- 
ruption and Blindneſs of fallen Nature, by 
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learned Cultivation of the Mind. The Wiſ- © f 


dom of the learned World, was the ſame 


pitiable Fooliſhneſs with them, as the groſſ- 


Px 
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eſt Ignorance. By them, they only ſtand 
thus diſtinguiſhed, the one brings forth a 
Publican, which is often converted to Chriſt, 
the other a Phariſee, that for the moſt part, 
condemns him to be crucified. They (Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles) taught nothing — Death, 
and Denial to all Self, and the Impoſſibility 
of having any one divine Temper, but 
through Faith, and Hope of a new Nature, 
not born of Blood, nor of the Will of the Fleſh, 
nor of the Will of Man, but of God. 
Io ſpeak of the Operation of the Holy 
Spirit, as only an Aſſiſtance, or an occaſional 
\Affiſtance, i is as ſhort of the Truth, as to ſay, 
that Chriſt ſhall only aſſiſt the Reſurrection of 
our Bodies. For not a Spark of any divine 
| Virtue can ariſe up in us, but what muſt 
. wholly and ſolely be called forth, by that 
ſame Power, which alone can call Lou? dead 
Bodies, out of the Duſt and Darkneſs df the 
Grave. 
If you turn to your own Strength, to have 

. Chriſtian Piety, and Goodneſs; or are ſo de- 
. Ceived, as to think, that Learning, or lo- 

ical Abilities, critical Acuteneſs, Skill in 
1 Church-Syſtems, Rules and Or- 
ders, Articles and Opinions, are to do that for 
you, which the Spirit of Chriſt did, and _y 

coul 
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could do for the firſt Chriſtians; your dili- 
gent Reading the Hiſtory of the Goſpel, will 
leave you as poor, and empty and dead to 
the divine Life, as if you had been only a 
diligent Reader of the Hiſtory of all the 
Religions in the World. But if all that you 
truſt to, long after, and depend upon, is that 
Holy Spirit, which alone made the Scripture- 
Saints able 0 call Jeſus Lord; if this be your 
one Faith, and one Hope, the divine Life, 
which died in Adam, will find itſelf alive a- 
gain in Chriſt Jeſus. And be aſſured, that 
nothing but this new Birth, can be the Goſ- 
pel Chriſtian, becauſe nothing elſe can poſ- 
ſibly love, like, do, and be that, which Chriſt 
preached in his divine Sermon on the Mount. 4 
And be aſſured alſo, that when the Spirit of 
Chriſt, is the Spirit that ruleth in you, there 
will be no hard Sayings in the Goſpel; but 
all that the heavenly Chriſt taught in the 
Fleſh, will be as Meat and Drink to you, 
and you will have no Joy, but in walking, 
as he walked, in ſaying, loving, and doing, 
that which he ſaid, loved, and did. And 
indeed, how can it be otherwiſe ? How can 
Notions, Doctrines, and Opinions about 
Chriſt, what he was, and did, make you 
in him a new Creature? Can any one be 
made a Sampſon, or a Solomon, by being well 
verſed in the FI of what RP were, faid, 
or did ? 6; 
Aſk 


No 
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Aſk then, my Friend, no more, where 
you ſhall go, or what you ſhall do, to be in 
the Truth ; for you can have the Truth, no 
where, but in Jeſus, nor in him, any farther, 
than as his whole Nature, and Spirit is born 
within you. 

| Farewell, 


JOKES HOOK 

n TAS vo 
To a Perſon of Quality. 

Madam, 


POE Had the Honour of your Lady- 
1 F ſhip's Letter, and no want of true 
| Regard for your Ladyſhip, or the 
* Subject, has been the Occaſion of 
my delaying this Anſwer ſo long. I am in 
ſome Hopes, that the Perſon that wanted it, 
may, by this Time, have found ſomethin 

better than it, by being left to God and him- 
ſelf, and that I have done more for him by 
my- Silence, than I ſhould have done by my 


Writing. 

To be always tampering with Phyſicians, 
upon every Occaſion, is the Way to loſe all 
natural Soundneſs of Health; and to be con- 
tinually talking, and enquiring about the 
Nature of Diſtempers, and the Powers of 

Medi- 
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Medicines, for the Head, the Heart, the 
Spirits, and Nerves, is the Way to loſe all 
true Judgment, either of our own Sickneſs, 
or Health. | | 

It is much the ſame, with regard to our 
ſpiritual Health and Conſtitution, we do 
much Hurt to it, by running after ſpiritual 
Advice on every Occaſion, and wanting the 
Help of ſome human Preſcription, for every 
Fear, Scruple, or Notion, that ftarts up in 
our Minds, and fo weaken the true Strength 


of our ſpiritual Conſtitution, which if left to 


itſelf, would do all that we want to have done, 
If it be aſked, What this Soungneſs of our 


prritual Conſtitution is? It may be anſwered, 


R_ 


7 

4 

4 * 
1 


that it is a State or Habit of ſuch humble, total + - 
Refignation of ourſelves to God, as by Faith, © 
and Hope expects all from Him alone. This is 

the Health, and Strength of our ſpiritual . 


Conſtitution, and nothing is Health in the 


Soul, but this State. 
And if we left all our incidental, acciden- 


tal, fickly Notions, and „ agens that- 
ſo frequently attack our Minds, if we left 


them to be overcome, and done away by 


the Strength of our ſpiritual Conſtitution, 


N. B.] We ſhould never fail of Succeſs, 


How this pious and worthy Perſon came 
to think of leaving his Pariſh, or what Scruples 
occaſioned his doubting, whether he ſhould 
ſtay in it, I cannot gueſs,” and therefore can 


lay 
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ſay nothing to them. I ſhould have thought, 
that ſuch a Change as he found in himſelf, 
his Pariſh, and Neighbourhood, ſhould have 
every thing in it, that could render his Situ- 
ation comfortable to him. 

The greateſt Danger that new Converts 
are liable to, eſpecally if they are young, a- 
riſes from their conceiving ſomething great of 
their Converſion, and that great Things are 
to follow from. it. Hence they are taken up 
too much with themſelves, and the ſuppoſed 
Deſigns of God upon them. They enter 
into Reaſonings, and Conjectures how they 
ſhall be, and do ſomething extraordinary, 
and fo loſe that Simplicity of Heart, which 
ſhould think of. nothing but of dying 70 Self, 
that the Spirit of God might have time and 
place to create, and form all that is wanting 
in their inward Man. | 

There is nothing more plain and ſimple 
than the Way of Religion, if Self is but - 
kept out of it; and all the Perplexities, and 
Scruples which pious Perſons meet with, 
chiefly ariſe from ſome Idea they have form- 
ed, of a Progreſs they ought to make in order 
to be That, which Self would be. But Piety 
makes little Progreſs till it has no Schemes 
of its own, no Thoughts or Contriyancies to 
be any Thing, but a naked Penitent, left 
wholly, and ſolely in Faith and Hope to 
tha divine Goodneſs, Every Contrivance for 

TN 6 human 


Fr tor 
human Help, from this, or that, be it what it 
will, is at beſt but droping ſome Degree, of 


that Fulneſs of Faith and Hope, and De- 


pendance upon God, which only is, and only 
can be our Way of finding Him, to be the 
Strength and God of our Life. | 

Nothing but the Life of God, opened by 
his Holy Spirit within us, can be the Re- 
newal of our Souls, and we ſhall want this 
Renewal no longer, than whilſt we are ſeek- 

ing it in ſomething, that is not God. The 
Faith that aſcribes all to God, and expects all 
from him, cannot be diſappointed. 


Nothing could hinder the Centurion trom 


having, that which he aſked of Chriſt, be- 
cauſe his Heart could thus ſpeak, Lord I am 
not worthy, that thou ſhouldeft come under my 


. % 2 
0 o 


Roof, ſpeak the Word only, and my Servant ſhall 


be healed. 


He that has 7h:s Senſe of Himſelf, and his 
Faith in God, is in the Truth and Perfection 


of Religion: If we knew the Goodneſs of 
this State, we Thould be always content with 


the Simplicity of it, and let every thing elſe 


come, and go, as it would; all is well and 
ſafe, fo long as the Heart reſts all upon God 
alone. Your Ladyſhip ſays, this worthy Per- 
Ton fears his Zeal, and yet dreads the Abate- 
ment of it. It would be better, not to in- 
dulge a Thought about hig own Zeal, or to 
ſpeak : a Word of it to any Perſon. For if 


it 
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it is godly Zeal, it is no mote his than it is 
mine, nor comes any more from him, than 
it does from me; and therefore when he 
thinks, or ſpeaks of it as his, or as ſomething 

he would be | == to keep in its right State, 


ay to Deluſion, both with 


+17; 18 Heinz | | 1 
regard to himſelf, and the Nature of true 


Zeal : For as the Wind bloweth where it 
Herb, fo it is with Him, who is driven by 
ue Zeal. | 
I do not wonder, that his Audience is ſo 
much affected, and increaſed, ſince he has 


preached up the Doctrine of Regeneration 


/ amongſt them. All other Preaching paſſes 
away as a Tale that is told, and indeed is 


7 b nothing better, till it enters into the Things 


within Man, brings him to a Senſibility of 
the State of his Heart, and its Want of 

God's Holy Spirit therein. 

How far it may be right for him to com- 
ply with their Requeſt of viſiting, reading, 
and expounding the Scripture to them, I 
pretend not to fay :—But only thus much, 
that it ſeems to be right to be in no Anxiety 
about it, or uſe any Reaſoning, either to per- 
ſuade himſelf to it, or from it, or to put him- 
ſelf under any /tated Rules about it, but leave 
it to be done, as he finds himſelf inwardly 
ſtirred up to it, and able out of the Abun- 
dance of his Heart to perform it, 1 | 
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Expounding the Scriptures, has a fine 
Sound, but I ſhould rather adviſe ſuch Per- 
ſons, torcad only in Love, and Simplicity of 
Heart, ſuch Scriptures as need no Expounder, 


up the Heart, to a Fulneſs of Faith, Love, and 2 
Reſignation to the bleſſed Guidance, and Ope- 
ration of the Holy Spirit of God. 
Jan. 1285 1754. 
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To the Same. 


HAN 


Madam, 


P R. Weſley's Letter did not at all 
I M # diſappoint me. I had no Expec- 
Rp tation of ſeeing a better, either with 
regard to the Subſtance, - or to the 
Stile, and Manner of it. If I knew of any 
kind of Anſwer, that would do him any real 

| Good, 
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Good, I ſhould adviſe it. But to anſwer it 
for the Good of any one elſe, ſeems to be 
quite needleſs. It does not admit of a ſeri- 
ous Anſwer, becauſe there is nothing ſub- 
ſtantial, or properly argumentative in it. 
And to anſwer it in the way of Ridicule, is 
what I cannot come into, being full as averſe 
to make a Mock of him in a religious Garb, 
as to the doing the greateſt bodily Injury to his 
Perſon. How far he has anſwered, or does an- 


ſwer any good Ends of Providence, or is an 


Inſtrument in the Hands of God, is a Matter 
I meddle not with; only wiſhing, that every 
Appearance of Good, every ſtirring of Zeal, 
under whatever Form it appears, whether 
in Knowlege, or Ignorance, in Wiſdom, or 
Weakneſs, may be directed, and bleſſed by 
_ God, to the beſt Ends it is capable of. 
As to myſelf, I ſeem to myſelf to have no 
other Part to Act, nor any Call to any Thing 
elſe, in this Hurry, and Struggle of Zeal a- 
gainſt Zeal, in ſuch a Variety of Forms, but 
only, and fully to aſſert the true Ground, 
and largely open all the Reaſons, of that one 
inward Regeneration, which is equally the 


done Thing needful to every Sect, and the 


——ͤ— TT —— ů — 


one Thing elone that can make every Sect, or 
Method, or outward F orm, not hurtful to 
thoſe that adhere to it. 

For every out ward Form, however Fees 
ous or " promiſing, | will only help us to be 
WL carnally 
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carnally minded, till it is in ſome degree known, 
to have no other, or better Nature, than that of 
the Shell, which helps us to the Kernel. 

The Doctrines I have publiſhed, are in their 
beſt State with regard to the Reader, as they 
ſtand in my Books, and will be leſs uſeful to 
him, when they are drawn into Controverſy. 
For this Reaſon, I can lend no Help to that. 
This may perhaps ſeem to your Ladyſhip, as 
if I had too great an Opinion of what I had 
done.—And I believe, ſuch a free Way of 
ſpeaking ſometimes in Converſation of my 
own Books, may have been ſuſpected of ſmell- 
ing too much of Self-eſteem.--But I can with 
Truth aſſure you, Madam, that when I ſpeak 
of the Fullneſs and Clearneſs of my own Writ- 
ings, I feel no other Sentiments of Self-ſuf- 
ficiency, than when I ſpeak of the Goodneſs 
of my own Eyes. Nor do I know how to con- 
ſider the one, more than the other, to be any 
Merit of my own; and therefore when any 
Man, great or little, contemns, reproaches, or 
aſperſes me, or my Books, as void of Senſe, 
Truth, and Light, I feel no more inward Un- 
eaſineſs, or think myſelf any more hurt, than 
if he had only told the World, that my Eyes 
were miſerably bad, and I could ſcarce ſee to 
read, even with the beſt Spectacles : And fo 
have no Deſire controverſially to defend the one, 
more than the other, but contentedly leave them 
both, tobe their own Proof of what they are. 

I was once akind of Oracle with Mr. Męſiey. 
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I never ſuſpected any Thing bad of him, or 
ever diſcovered any Kind, or Degree of Falſe- 
neſs, or Hypocriſy in him. 

But during all the Time of his Intimacy 
with me, I judged him to be much under 
the Power of his own Spirit, which ſeemed 


to have the Predominancy in every good 


Thing, or Way, that his Zeal carried him to. 
It was owing to his Unwillingneſs, or Inabi- 
lity to giveup his own Spirit, that he was forced 
into that falſe, and raſh Cenſure which he pub- 
liſhed in Print, againſt the Myſtics: —As Ene- 


mies to good Works, and even tending to Atheiſm. 


A Cenſure ſo falſe, and regardleſs of Right and 
Wrong, as hardly any Thing can . it; 
which is to be found in a Preface of his to a 
Book of Hymns. — But no more of this. 

Feb. 16, 1756. 
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To the Same. 
Madam, 
& HE Paſſage in the Letter from a pious 
T S and very excellent Clergyman, as you 
MR ſtile him, calls for no Regard, either 
from your Ladyſhip, or me. More inſignificant 
Words cannot well be put together :--< Ithink, 
« ſays he, Mr. Law has gone half a Bow Shot too 
« far. If I have ſhot fo far beyond, or beſide 
the Truth, he ſhould have ſhewn where, and 


Wis 
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why, and how. Without this, his Words are but 
a Random Shot at nothing. His Reaſon for this 
Cenſure, is ſtill worſe, viz. © becauſe I have 
ce touched the Heart-String of all ſyſtematical Di- 
« vinity,” As grievous a Charge, as if he had 
ſaid, that I had ſhook the very Foundation of 
every Babel in every Country. For nota Syſtem 
of Divinity, ſince Syſtems were in being, whe- 
therPopiſh,orProteſtant, deſerves a betterName. 

His next Reaſon is, © becauſe it Spould not 
ce be touched without Shall from above.” 

If this Gentleman ever preaches from the 
Pulpit, concerning the Ways of God, and 
the Doctrines of Redemption, without Skill 
from above, all he ſays, will be a whole Bo. 
Shot beſide the Matter. 

If therefore, in touching this Point, I ha 
touched that, which ought not to be touched 
withoutSkill from above, I have taken no bolder 
a Step, than He does, every Time he mounts the 
Pulpit, to give forth the Doctrines of Chriſt. 

His third Reaſon is this, I chuſe in my 
te preſent Ignorance, as zouchs ng the Neceſſity, 
« and Virtue of an outward Attonement, to 
e bow down before the awful Subject. 

But in Truth, he ſhould have ſaid, I chuſe to 
bow down before the awful Heart String of all 
Syſtematical Divinity,which reſolves all the At- 
tonement into an — Wrath, and 7 engeance, 
raiſed in the Holy Deity itſelf, and which would 
not be appeaſed, or 2 by any Thing on, 

ut 


nr. 


but the Sacrifice of an infinite Son of God. It 
is by reaſon of his Attachment to this Heart 
String, or rather his having ſo conſtantly preach- 
ed according to it, that he cannot bear a De- 
monſtration of the moſt glorious Truth, that 
either Heaven or Earth can proclaim, vi g. that 
God from Eternity to Eternity, is mere, un- 
changeable, and ever-overflowing Love; and 
that nothing but this Infinity of never-ceaſing, 
never-changing Love, gave the Birth, the Life, 
the Sufferings, the Death, Reſurrection, and Aſ- 
cenſion of Chriſt, for the Salvation of all Man- 
kind; becauſe in the whole poſſible Nature of 
Things, nothing elſe but this whole Proceſs of 
a God made Man, could have any Ability, to 
extinguith the Hell, and Wrath of fallen Na- 
ture, and give Man a ſecond Birth of ſuch a 
Life from above, as could for ever and ever, 


have Union and Communion with the unbe- 


AS 


ginning, never-ending, never-changing Trinity 


of Love. 
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| To Mr. 7. T. 


| my dear worthy Priend, 


EO H O M I much love and eſteem, your 
Letter, though full of Complaints a- 
bout the State of your Heart, was very 
much according to my Mind, and gives me 
great 
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great hopes, that God will carry on the good 
Work he has begun in you, and lead you by 
his holy Spirit, through all thoſe Difficulties, 
under which you at preſent Labour. 

The Deſire that you have, to be better 
than you find yourſelf at preſent, is God's Call / ' 
begun to be heard within you, and will- make 
itfelf to be more heard within you, if you 
give but way to it, and reverence it as ſuch; 
humbly believing that he that calls, will, and 
only can, help you to pay right and full Obedi- 
ence to it. 

As to the Advertiſement in the public Fanzrs. 
it deſerved no Regard from you, or any one elſe. 
It muſt have come, either from a very ignorant 
and weak Friend, or from a very inſignificant 
Enemy to the Writings of J. B. But be it as 
it will it was not an Object of your Attention, 
nor could be of any Ule to you. 

But to come to your own State, You ſeem to 
yourſelf to be all Infatuation and Stupidity, be- 
cauſe your Head, and your Heart are ſo con- 
trary, the one delighting in heavenly Notions, 
the other governed by earthly Paſſions, and Pur- 
ſuits, It is happy for you, that you know and 
acknowlege this: For only through this Truth, 
through the full and deep Perception of it, can 
you have any Entrance, or ſo much as the 
Beginning of an Entrance into the Liberty 
of the Children of God. God 1s in this Ret- 
pect dealing with you, as he does with thoſe, 
K 3 whole 
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whoſe Darkneſs is to be changed into Light. 
Which can never be done, till you fully know 

1. the real Badneſs of your own Heart, and 
2. your utter Inability to deliver yourſelf 


from it, by any Senſe, Power, or Activity of 
your own Mind. 

And was you in a hetter State, as to your 
own thinking, the Matter would be worſe with 
you. For the Badneſs in your Heart, though 
you had no Senfibility of it, would ſtill be 


there, and would only be concealed, to your 
much greater Hurt. For there it certainly is, 
whether it be ſeen and found, or not, and ſooner 
or later, muſt ſhew itſelf in its full Defor- 


mity, or the old Man will never die the Death 
which is due to him, and muſt be undergone, 


1 8 the New Man in Chriſt can be formed 


Us. 
All that you complain of in your Heart is 


common to Man, as Man. There is no Heart 


that is without it. And this is the one Ground, 
vrhy every Man, as ſuch, however different in 
Temper, Complexion, or natural Endowments 
from others, has one and the ſame full Reaſon, 


J and abſolute Neceſſity, of being born again 


from above. 


Fleſh and Blood, and the Spirit of this World, 
govern every Spring in the Heart of the natural 
Man. And - refore you can never enough 


adore that Ray of divine Light, which breaking 


in n your Darkneſs, has diſcovered this to 
| be 
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be the State of your Heart, and raiſed only thoſe | 
faintW ſhes that you feel to be delivered from it. 

For faint as they are, they have their De- 
gree of Goodneſs in them, and as certainly -- | 
proceed ſolely from the Goodneſs of God work- 
Ing in your Soul, as the firſt Dawning of the 
Morning, is ſolely from, and wrought by the 
ſame Sun, which kelpa us to the Noon-day 
Light. Firmly, therefore, believe this, as a 
certain Truth, that the preſent Senſibility of 
your Incapacity for Goodnels, is to be cheriſh- 
ed as a heavenly Seed of Life, as the bleſſed 
Work of God in your Soul. 

Could you like any Thing in your own . 
Heart, or ſo much as fancy any Good to be 
in it, or believe that you had any Power of 
your own to embrace and follow Truth, this 
comfortable Opinion, ſo far as it goes, would 8 
be your turning away from God and all Good- 
neſs, and building iron Walls of Separation . 
betwixt God and your Soul. F 
For Converſion to God, only then begins 
to be in Truth, and Reality, when we fee no- 
thing that can give us the leaſt Degree of Faith, —_ 
of Hope, of Truſt, or Comfort in any Thing, s "= 
that we are of ourſelves. 8 

To ſee Vanity of Vanities in all outward 
Things, to loath and abhor certain Sins, is in- 
deed ſomething, but yet as nothing, in com- 
parties of ſeeing and believing the Vanity of 

anities within us, and ourſelves as utterly un- 


K 4. | able 
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able to take one ſingle Step in true Goodneſs» 
as to add one Cubit to our Stature. 
Under this Conviction, the Gate of Life 
is opened to us. And therefore it is, that all the 
reparatory Parts of Religion, all the various 
1 of God either over our inward, or 
outward State, ſetting up, and pulling down, 
giving, and taking away, Light, and Darknels, 
Comfort, and Diſtreſs, as independently of us, 
as he makes the Rain to deſcend, and theWinds 
to blow, are all of them for this only End, to 
bring us to this Conviction, that all that can be 
called Life, Good, and Happineſs, is to come ſole- 
ly from God, and not the ſmalleſt Spark of it from 
ourſelves. When Man was firſt created, all the 
Good that he had in him was from God alone. 
N. B. This muſt be the State of Man for ever.— 
Fromthe Beginning of Time through all Eter- 
nity, the Creature can have no Goodneſs, but 
that which God creates in it. 
Our firſt created Goodneſs is loſt, becauſe our 
firſt Father departed from a full, abſolute De- 
pendance upon God. For a full, continual, un- 
wavering Dependance upon God, is that alone 


which keeps God in the n. and the 
Creature in God. 


Our loſt Goodneſs can never come again, 
or be found in us, till by a Power from Chriſt 
living in us, we are brought out of ourſelves, 
and all ſelfiſh Truſts, into that full and bleſs- 


ed Dependance upon God, in which our firſt 
Father ſhould have lived, What 
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What Room now, my dear Friend, for Com- 
plaint at the Sight, Senſe, and Feeling of your 
Inability to make yourſelf better than you are? 
Did you want is Senſe, every Part of your Re- 
ligion would only have the Nature and Vanity 
of Idolatry. For you cannot come unto God, 
you cannot believe in him, you cannot wor- 
ſhip him in Spirit and Truth, till he is regarded 
as the only Giver, and you yourſelf as nothing 
elſe but the Receiver of every heavenly Good, 
that can poſſibly come to lite in you. 

Can it trouble you, that it was God that made 
you, and not you yourſelt ? Yet this would be 
as reaſonable, as to be troubled that you can- 
not make heavenly Affection, or divine Pow- 
ers to ſpring up, and abide in your Soul. 

God mult for ever be God alone; Heaven, 
and the heavenly Nature are his, and mult for 
ever and ever be received only from him, and 
for ever and ever beonly preſerved, by an entire 
Dependance upon, and Truſt in him. Now as 

all the Religion of fallen Man, fallen from God 
into himſelf, and the Spirit of this World, has 
no other End, but to bring us back to an en- 
tire Dependance upon God; ſo we may juſtly 
ſay, Bleſſed is that Light, happy i is that Con- 
viction, which brings us into a full and ſettled 
Deſpair, of ever having the leaſt Good from 
ourſelves. 

Then are we truly brought, and laid at the 
Gate of Mercy : At which Gate, no Soul ever 
did, or can Jay in vain. A 
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A broken and contrite Heart God will not 
deſpiſe. That is, God will not, God can- 
not paſs by, overlook, or diſregard it. But 
the Heart is then only broken and contrite, 
when all its ſtrong Holds are broken down, 
all falſe Coverings taken off, and it fees, with 
inwardly opened Eyes, every Thing to be bad, 
falſe, and rotten, that does, or can proceed 
from it as its own. 

But you will perhaps ſay, that your Con- 
viction is only an uneaſy Senſibility of your 
own State, and has not the Goodneſs of a 
broken and contrite Heart in it. 

Let it be ſo, yet it is rightly in order to it, 
and it can only begin, as it begins at preſent 
in you. Your Conviction is certainly not full 
and perfect; for if it was, you would not 
complain, or grieve at Inability to help or 


mend yourſelf, but would patiently expect, 


and only look for Help from God alone. 

But whatever is wanting in your Convic- 
tion, be it what it will, it cannot be added by 
yourſelf, nor come any other Way, than as 
the higheſt Degree of the divine Life can come 
into it. 

Know therefore your Want of this, as of all 
other Goodneſs, But know alſo at the ſame 


Time, that it cannot be had through your own 
LSE willing and running, but through God that 
„„ ſheweth Mercy; that is to ſay, through God 
who piveth us Jeſus Chriſt, For Jeſus Chriſt 


15 
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is the one only Mercy of God to all the fallen 
World. 

Now if all the Mercy of God is only to be 
found in Chriſt ſeſus, if he alone can ſave us 
from our Sins; if he alone has Power to heal 
all our Infirmities, and reſtore original Righ- ; ” 


teouſneſs, what Room for any other Pains, \, © 


Labour, or Enquiry, but where, and how Chriſt 
1s to be found. 

It matters not what our Evils are, Deadneſs, 
Blindneſs, Infatuation, Hardneſs of Heart, Co- 
vetouſneſs, Wrath, Pride, and Ambition, &c. 
our Remedy is always one and the ſame, al- 
ways at hand, always certain and infallible, 2 * 
Seven Devils are as eaſily caſt out by Chriſt as ; 
one. He came into the World, not to fave 
from this, or that Diſorder, but to deſtroy all 
the Power and Works of the Devil in Man. 

If you aſk where, and how Chriſt is to be þ 
found? I anſwer, in your Heart, and by your ; * 
Heart, and no where elſe, nor by any Thing 
elſe. 

But you will perhaps ſay, it is your very 
Heart that keeps you a Stranger to Chriſt, 
and him to you, becauſe your Heart is all bad, 9 
as unholy as a Den of Thieves. Lo 

I anſwer, that the finding this to be the 15 TI 
State of your Heart, is the real finding of 
Chriſt in it. 

For nothing elſe but Chriſt can reveal, and 
maks manifeſt the Sin and Evil in vou. -_ 

| & 
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he that Diſcovers, is the ſame Chriſt that takes 


away Sin. So that, as ſoon as complaining 
Guilt, ſets itſelf before you, and will be ſeen, 


' + you may be aſſured, that Chriſt is in you of 


a Truth. 

For Chriſt muſt firſt come as a Diſeoverer 
and Reprover of Sin. It is the infallible Proof 
of his holy Preſence within you. 

Hear him, reverence him, ſubmit to ha 
as a Diſcoverer and Reprover of Sin. Own 
his Power and Preſence in the Feeling of vour 
Guilt, and then he that wounded, will heal, 


: - / he that found out the Sin, will take it away, 


and he who ſhewed you your Den of Thieves, 
will turn it into a holy Temple of Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt. 

And now, Sir, you may ſee, that your 
Doubt and Enquiry of me, whether your 
Will was really free, or not, was groundleſs. 

You have no Freedom, or Power of Will, 
to aſſume any holy Temper, or take hold of 
ſuch Degrees of Goodneſs, as you have a Mind 
to have. For nothing is, or ever can be good- 


nes in yon, but the one Lie, Light, and Spi- 


714 of Chriſt, revealed, formed, 10 begotten 
in your Soul. Chriſt in us, is our only Good- 
neſs, as Chriſt in us, is our Hope of Glory. But 

Chriſt in us is the pure free Gift of God to us. 
But you have a true and full Freedom of 
Will and Choice, either to /eave, and give up 
pore helpleſs Self, to the Operation of God on 
your 
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Ind Soul, or to rely npon your own rational ; 

Induſtry, and natural Strength of Mind. This 5 : 
is the Truth of the Freedom of your Will, in 
your firſt ſetting out, which is a Freedom that b 

no Man wants, or can want ſo long as he is in 

the Body. And rey unregenerate Man has 

this Freedom. 

If therefore you have not that which you 

want to have of God, or are not that which 
you ought to be in Chriſt Jeſus, it is not 
becauſe you have no free Power of leaving 
yourſelf inthe Hands, and under the Operation 7 
of God, but becauſe the ſame Freedom of your 
Will, ſceks for Help where it cannot be had, e 
namely, in ſome Strength and Activity of your 
own Faculties. 

Of this Freedom of Will it is faid, Accord. 
ing to thy Faith, ſo be it done unto thee, that is 
to ſay, according as thou leaveſt and truſteſt 
thyſelf to God, fo will his Operation be in thee. 

This is the real, great magic Power of the 
firſt turning of the Will; of which it is truly 
faid, that it akvays haththat which it willeth, 

and can have nothing elſe. 

When this Freedom of the Will wholly DEL 
leaves itſelf to God, ſaying, not mine, but thy * 
Will be done, then it hath that, which it 
willeth. The Will of God is done in it. 
It is in God. It hath divine Power. It 
Wworketh with God, and by God, and comes 
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at length to be that Faith, which can remove 
Mountains; and nothing is too hard for it. 

And thus it is, that every unregenerate Son 
of Adam hath Life and Death in his ow: 
| Choice, not by any natural Power of taking 
which he will, but by a full Freedom, either of 
leaving, and truſting himſelf to the redeeming 
Operation of God, which is eternal Life, or of 
acting according to his own Will and Power 
in Fleſh and Blood, which is eternal Neath.. 

And now, my dear Friend, let me tell you, 
that as here lies all the true 5 real Freedom, 
which cannot be taken from you, ſo in the 


cCcCionſtant Exerciſe of this Freedom, that is, in a 
cContinual leaving yourſelf to, and depending 


upon the Operation of God in your Soul, lies 
all your Road to Heaven. No divine Virtue 
can be had any other Way. 5 

All the Excellency and Power of Faith, 
Hope, Love, Patience, and Reſignation, &c. 
which are the true and only Graces of the ſpi- 
ritual Life, have no other Root or Ground, 


but this free, full leaving of yourſelf to God, 


; | © - and are only fo many different Expreſſions of 
pour willing nothing, ſeeking nothing, truſting 


to nothing, but the Hfe-giving Power of his 

holy Preſence in your Soul. 

/ To ſumup all in a Word. Wait patiently, 

. truſt humbly, depend only upon, ſeek ſolely to a 

God of Light and Love, of Mercy and Good- 

/ neſs, of Glory and Majeſty, ever dwelling 1 = 
tac 
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the inmoſt Depth and Spirit of your Soul. 
There you have all the ſecret, hidden, invi- 
ſible Upholder of all the Creation, whoſe 
bleſſed Operation will always be found by a 
humble, faithful, loving, calm, patient Intro- 
verſion of your Heart to him, who has his 
hidden Heaven within you, and which will 
open itſelf to you, as ſoon as your Heart is 
left wholly to his eternal ever-ſpeaking Wokp, 
and ever anGifyin Spirit within you. 

Beware of all Eagerneſs and Activity of 
your own natural Spirit and Temper. Run, 
not in any haſty Ways of your own. Be Of. 
patient under the Senſe of your own Vanity | 
and Weakneſs; and patiently wait for God to 
do his own Work, and in his own Way. For 
you can go no faſter, than a.full Dependance 
upon God can carry you. 

You will perhaps ſay, Am I then to be idle, 
and do nothing towards the Salvation of my 

Soul? No, you mult by no means be idle, but 
earneſtly diligent, according to your Meaſure, - 
in all good Works, which the Law and the 
Goſpel direct you to, both with Regard to 
your Self, and other People. ; 

Outward good Works to other People, 
may be juſtly conſidered as God's Errand on 
which you are ſent, and therefore to be done 
faithfully, according to the Will, and in obe- 
dience to him that ſent you. 

But nothing that you . or practiſe as a 
Good to your ſelf, and other People, is in its 

pro- 
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proper State, grows from its right Root, or 
reaches its true End, till you look for no willing, 
nor depend upon any doing that which is good, 
but by Chriſt, the Wiſdom and Power of 
Sad, living in you. I caution you only againſt 
all Eagerneſs and Activity of your own Spirit, 
ſio far as it leads you to ſeek, and truſt to ſome- 
thing that is not God, and Chriſt within you. 
| I recommend to you Stilneſs, Calmneſs, Pa- 


/ | (tience, Sc. not to make you lifeleſs, and indif- 
terent about good Works, or indeed with any 
Regard to them, but ſolely with regard to 
pyour Faith, that it may have its proper Soil to 
grow in, and becauſe all Eagerneſs, Reſtleſs- 
| neſs, Haſte, and Impatience, either with regard 
to God, or ourſelves, are not only great Hin- 
drances, but real Defects of our Faith and 
\ Dependance npon God. 
Laſtly, be courageous then, and full of 
Hope, not by looking at any Strength of your 
own, or fancying that you now know how to 
be wiſer in your ſelf, than you have hitherto 
been; no, this will only help you to find more 
and more Defects of Weakneſs in your ſelf; 
but be.courageous in Faith, and Hope, and 
„ Dependance upon God. And be aſſured, 
chat the one infallible Way to all that is oo0d, 
is never to be weary in waiting, truſting, and 
dependin gupon God manifeſted in Chriſt Jeſus. 
FY I am your hearty Friend 
2 March 20, 1756, and Well-W: er. 
| M0 = T= 
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To a Perſon burdened with inward and 
outward Troubles, 


Worthy Sir, 
Heart embraces you, with all 
the Tenderneſs and Affection of 
Chriſtian Love; and I earneſtly 
| beg of God, to make me a Meſ- 
| ſenger of his Peace to your Soul. 
You ſeem to apprehend, I may be much 
ſarpriſed at the Account you have given of 
yourſelf; but I am neither ſurpriſed, nor of- 
fended at it; I neither condemn, nor lament 
your Eſtate, but ſhall endeavour to ſhew you, 
how ſoon it may be made a Blefiing and Ha 
pineſs to you. In order to which, I ſhall not 
enter into a Conſideration of the different 
Kinds of Trouble you have ſet forth at 
large. I think it better to lay before you the 
one true Ground and Root, from whence all. 
the Evil and Diſorders of Human Life have 
ſprang, This will make it eaſy for you to 
ſee, what that is, which muſt, and only can, 
be the full Remedy and Relief tor all of them, 
| F190 11 * how 
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how different ſoever, either in Kind, or De- 
gree. 

The Scripture has aſſured us, that God 
made Man in his own Image and Likeneſs; a 
ſufficient Proof, that Man, in his firſt . 


as he came forth from God, muſt have deen 


abſolutely free from all Vanity, Want, or 
Diſtreſs of any Kind, from any Thing either 
within, or without him.— t would be quite 
abſurd and blaſphemous, to ſuppoſe, that a 
Creature beginning to exiſt in the Image and 
Likeneſs of God, ſhould have 2 of Life, 
or Vexation of Spirit: : A God-like Perfection 
of Nature, and a painful, diſtreſſed Nature, 

ſtand in the utmoſt Contrariety to one ano- 
ther, 


Again, the Scripture has aſſured us, that. 


Man that is born of a Woman, hath but a ſhort _ 


Time to live, and ts full of Miſery : Therefore 
Man now is not. that Creature that he was 


755 by his Creation, The firſt divine and God- 


like Nature of Adam, which was to have 
been immortally Holy in Union with God, 
is loſt; and inſtead of it, a poor Mortal of 
earthly Fleſh and Blood, born like a wild 
Aſs's Colt, of a ſhort Life, ahd full of Miſe- 
ry, is through a. vain Pilgrimage, to end in 
Duſt and Athes. Therefore, let every * 
whether inward, or outward, only teach 


© this Truth, that Man has infallibly loſt his 


firſt divine Life in God; and that no poſſible 
Comfort 
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Comfort, or Deliverance is to be expected, 
but only in this one Thing, that though Man 
had loſt his God, yet God is become Man, 
that Man may be again alive in God, as at 
the firſt, For all the Miſery and Diſtreſs of 
human Nature, whether of Body or Mind, 
is wholly owing to this one Cauſe, that God 1s 
not in Man, nor Man in God, as the State of 
his Nature requires : It is, becauſe Man bas 
loſt that ft Life of God in his Soul, in and 
for which he was created, He loſt this Light, 
and Spirit, and Life of God, by turning his 
Will, Imagination, and Defire, into a taſting 
and Senſibility of the Good and Evil of this 
earthly beſtial World. 
Now here are two Things raiſed up in 
Man, inſtead of the Life of God : Firſt, Self, 
or Selfiſhneſs, brought forth by his chuſing to 
have a Wiſdom of his un, contrary to the 
Will and Inſtruction of his Creator. Secondly, 
an earthly, beſtial, mortal Life and Body. 
brought forth by his eating that Food, which 
was Poiſon to his paradiſical Nature. Both 
theſe- muſt therefore be removed ; that is, a 
Man muſt firſt. totally die to Self, and all 
earthly Deſires, Views, and Intentions, be- 
tore he can be again in God, as his Nature 
and firſt Creation requires. 

But now if this be a certain and immutable 
Truth, that Man, fo long as he is a /e/fiſb, 
carthly-minded Creature, muſt be deprived fr 
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his true Life, the Life of God, the Spirit of 
Heaven in his Soul; then how is the Face of 
Things changed! For then, what Life is ſo 
much to be dreaded, as a Life of worldly Eaſe 
and Proſperity ? What a Miſery, nay what a 
Curſe, is there in every Thing that gratifies 
and nouriſhes our Self-love, Self-eſteem, and 
Self-ſeeking ? On the other Hand, what Hap- 
pineſs is there in all inward and outward 
Troubles and Vexations, when they force us 
to feel and know the Hell that is hidden 
within us, and the Vanity of every Thing 
without us, when they turn all our Self-love 
into Self-abhorrence, and force us to call upon 
God to fave us from Ourſelves, to give us a 
new Life, new Light, and new Spirit in 
Chriſt Jeſus. 8 

* O Happy Famine,” might the poor Pro- 
digal have well faid, © which, by reducing 
© me to the Neceflity of aſking to eat Huſks 

*« with Swine, brought me to myſelf, and 
 « cauſed my Return to my firſt Happineſs in 
« my Father's Houſe.” 

Now, I will ſuppoſe your diſtreſſed State 
to be as you repreſent it; inwardly, Dark- 
neſs, Heavineſs, and Confuſion of Thoughts 
and Paſſions; outwardly, ill Uſage from 
Friends, Relations, and all the World ; una- 
ble to ſtrike up the leaſt Spark of Light or 
Comfort, by any Thought or Reaſoning of 
your own. 


O bappy 
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O happy Famine, which leaves you not fo 
much as the Huſk of one human Comfort to 
feed upon! For this is the Time and Place 
for all that Good and Liſe and Salvation to 
happen to you, which happened to the pro- 
digal Son, Your Way is as ſhort, and your 
Succeſs as certain as his was: You have no 
more to do than he had; you need not call 
ont for Books, or Methods of Devotion ; for, 
in your preſent State, much reading, and 
borrowed Prayers, are not your beſt Method : 
All that you are to offer to God, all that is to 
help you to find him to be your Saviour and 
Redeemer, is beſt taught and expreſſed by the 
diſtrefſed State of your Heart. 


Only let your preſent and paſt Diſtreſs 


make you feel and acknowledge this twofold 
great Truth: F:r/t, That in and of yourſelf, 
| you are nothing but Darkneſs, Vanity, and 
Miſery ; Secondly, that of yourſelf, you can 
no more help yourſelf to Light and Comfort, 
than you can create an Angel. People at all 
Times can ſeem to aſſent to theſe two Truths; 
but then it is an Aſſent that has no Depth or 
Reality, and ſo is of little or no Uſe: But 
your Condition has opened your Heart for a 
deep and full Conviction of theſe Truths. 
Now give Way, I beſeech you, to this Con- 
viction, and hold theſe two Truths, ia the 
ſame Degree of Certainty as you know two 
and two to be four, and then you are with 
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the Prodigal come to yourſelf, and above HALP 
YOUR WORK 1s DONE. 

Being now in the full Poſſeſſion of theſe 
two Truths, feeling them in the ſame Degree 
of Certainty, as you feel your own Exiſtence, 
you are, under this Senfibility, to give up 
yourſelf abſolutely and entirely to God in 
Chriſt Jeſus, as into the Hands of infinite 
Love; firmly believing this great and infal- 
_ Truth, That God has no Will towards 

but that of :nfintte Love, and infinite 
Pete to make you a Partaker of his divine 
Nature; and that it is as ab/olutely impoſſible 
for the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to 
refuſe all that Good and Life and Salvation 
which you want, as it is for you to take it by 
your own Power. 
O drink deep of 7hjs Cup! for the precious 
Water of eternal Life is in it, Turn unto 
God with this Faith; caſt yourſelf into this 
Abyſs of Love; and then you will be in that 
State the Prodigal was in, when he faid, I 
will ariſe and go to my Father, and will ſay 
unto him, Father, I have finned againſt Hea- 
ven, and before thee, and am no more wort 
to be called thy Son; and all that will be ful- 
filled in you, Which is related of him. 

Make this, therefore, the twofold Exer- 
ciſe of your Heart : Now, bowing yourſelf 
down before God, in the deepeſt Senſe and 
Acknowledgment of your own Nothingneſs 


and 
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and Vileneſs; then, looking up unto God in 
Faith and love, conſider him as always ex- 
tending the Arms'of his Mercy towards you, 
and full of an infinite Deſire to dwell in you, 
as he dwells in Angels in Heaven. Content 
yourſelf with this inward and {imple Exerciſe 
of your Heart, for a while; and ſeek, or like 
nothing in any Book, but that which nou- 
riſhes and ſtrengthens this State of your Heart. 

Come unto me, ſays the holy Jeſus, all ye 
that labour, and are heavy laden, and T will 
refreſh you. Here is more for you to live up- 
on, more Light for your Mind, more of 
Unction for your Heart, than in Volumes of 
human Inſtruction. Pick up the Words of 
the holy Jeſus, and beg of him to be the 
Light and Life of your Soul: Love the Sound 
of his Name; for Jeſus is the Love, the 
Sweetneſs, the compaſſionate Goodneſs, of the 
Deity itſelf; which became Man, that ſo 
Men might have Power to become the Sons 
of God. Love and pity and wiſh well to 
every Soul in the World ; dwell in Love, and 
then you dwell in God; hate nothing but the 
Evil that ſtirs in yoar own Heart. 

Teach your Heart this Prayer, till your 
Heart continually ſaith, though not with out- 
ward Words; O holy Jeſus: meek Lamb 
* of God! Bread that came down from 
Heaven! Light and Life of all holy Souls ! 
* help me to a true and living Faith in thee. 
; ; 4 | £c .O do 
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O do thou open thyſelf within me, with all 
* thy holy Nature, Spirit, Tempers, and In- 
<* clinations, that I may be born again of 
» thee, in thee a new Creature, quickened 


and revived, led and governed by thy holy 


© Spirit.” 

Prayer ſo practiſed, becomes the Life of 
the Soul, and the true Food of Eternity, Keep 
in this State of Application to God; and then 
you will infallibly find it to be the true Way 
of riſing out of the Vanity of Time, into the 
Riches of Eternity. TI 

Do not expect, or look, for the ſame De- 
grees of ſenſible Fervour.— The Matter lies not 
there. Nature will have its Share; but the 
Ups and Downs of that are to be overlooked. 
Whilſt your Will-Spirit is good, and ſet right, 
the Changes of creaturely Fervour leſſen not 
your Union wih God. It is the Abyſs of 
the Heart, an unfathomable Depth of Eter- 


nnity within us, as much above ſenſible Fer- 
/ , © your, as Fleaven is above Earth; it is t 


that works our Way to God, and unites with 
Heaven. This Abyſs. of the Heart, is the 
divine Nature and Power within us, which 
never calls upon God in vain; but whether 
helpgd or deſerted by bodily Fervour, pene- 
traiys through all outward Nature, as eaſily 
and effectually as our Thoughts can leave our 
Badies, and reach into the Regions of Eter- 


nity. 
Fest The 


The Poverty of our fallen Nature, the de- 
praved Workings of Fleſh and Blood, the 
corrupt Tempers of our polluted Birth in this 
World, do us no hurt, ſo long as the Spirit 
of Prayer works contrary to them, and longs 
for the firſt Birth of the Light and Spirit of 
Heaven. All our natural Evil ceaſes to be 
our own Evil, as ſoon as our Will-Spirit turns 
from it; it then changes its Nature, loſes all 
its Poiſon and Death, and only becomes our 
holy Croſs, on which we happily die from Self 
and this World into the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Would you have done with Error, Scruple, 
and Deluſion? Conſider the Deity to be the 
greateſt Love, the greateſt Meekneſs, the 
greateſt Sweetneſs, the eternal unchangeable 
Will to be a Good and Bleſſing to every Crea- 
ture; and that all the Miſery, Darkneſs, and 
Death of fallen Angels and fallen Men, con- 
ſiſt in their having loſt their Likeneſs to this 
Divine Nature. Confider youtſelf, and all 
the fallen World, as having nothing to ſeek 
or wiſh for, but by the Spirit of Prayer to 
draw into the Life of your Soul, Rays and 
Sparks of this divine, meek, loving, tender 
Nature of God. Conſider the holy Jeſus as 
the Gif? of God to your Soul, to begin and 
finiſh the Birth of God and Heaven within 
you, in Spight of every inward: or outward 
Enemy. Theſe three infallible Truths, hear- 
tily embraced, and made the Nouriſhment of 


your 
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_ Soul, ſhorten and ſecure the Way to 
eaven, and'leave no Room for Error, Scru- 
ple, or:Delufion, 

Expect no Life, Light, Strength; or Com- 
fort, but. from the Spirit of God, dwelling 
and manifeſting his own Goodneſs in your 
Soul. The beſt of Men, and the beſt of 
Books, can only do you good, fo far as they 
turn you from themſelves, and every human 
Thing, to ſeek, and have, and receive every 
Kind of Good from God alone ; not a diſtant, 
or an abſent God, but a God living, moving, 
and always working in the Spirit and Heart 
of your Soul. 

Tbey never find God, who ſeek for him 
by Reaſoning and Speculation ; for fince God 
is the higheſt Spirit, and the higheſt Life, 
nothing but a like Spirit, and a like Life, can 
unite with him, find or feel, or know any 
Thing of him. Hence it is, that Faith, and 
Hope, and Love, turned towards God, are 
the only poſlible, and alſo infallible Means of 
obtaining a true and living Knowledge of him. 
And the Reaſon is plain, it is becauſe by theſe 
Holy Tempers, which are the Workings of 
Spirit and Liſe within us, we ſeek the God of 
Life wert be is, we call upon him with his 
own Voice, we draw near to him by hi own 
Spirit; for nothing can breathe forth Faith, 
and Love, and Hope to God, but that Spirit 
and Life which is of God, and which therefore 
through 
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through Fleſh and Blood thus preſſes towards 
him, and readily unites with him, 


There is not a more infallible Truth in the 


World than this, that neither Reaſoning nor 
Learning can ever introduce à Spark of Heaven 
into our Souls: But if this be ſo, then you 
have nothing to ſeek, nor any Thing to fear, 
from Reaſon. Life and Death are the Things 
in Queſtion : They are neither of them the 
Growth of Reaſoning or Learning, but each 
of them is a State of the Soul, and only thus 
differ, Death is the Want, and Life the Enjoy- 
ment of it's higheſt Good. Reaſon, therefore, 
and Learning, have no Power here ; but only 
by their vain Activity to keep the Soul inſen- 
ible of that Life and Death, one of which is 
always growing up in it, according as the 
Will and Deſire of the Heart worketh. Add 
Reaſon to a Vegetable, and you add nothing 
to its Life or Death. Its Lite and Fruitful- 
neſs lieth in the Soundneſs of its Root, the 


Goodneſs of the Soil, and the Riches: it de- 


rives from Air and Light. Heaven and Hell 
Man: His 


grow thus in the Soul of ever 
Heart is his Root; if that is turned from all 
Evil, it is then like the Plant in a good Soil; 
when it hungers and thirſts after the the di- 


vine Life, it then infallibly draws the Light 


and Spirit of God into it, which are infinitely 
more ready and willing to live and fructify in 
= Soul, than Light and Air to enter 1 

the 
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the Plant, that hungers after them. For the 
Soul hath its Breath, and Being, and Life, 
for no other End, but that the TRIUNE God 
may manifeſt the Riches and Powers of his 
own Life in it, 

Thus Hunger is all, and in all Worlds, every 
my lives in it, and by it; nothing elle cats, 

or partakes of Life ; and every Thing eats ac- 
cording to its own Hunger. Every Thing bun- 
gers after its own Mother, that is, every Thing 
has a natural magnetick Tendency to partake 
of that from which it had its Being, and can 
only find its Reſt in that from whence it came. 
—Dead as well as living Things bear Witneſs 
to this Truth : The Stones fall to the Earth, 
the Sparks fly upwards, for this only Reaſon, 
becauſe every Thing mult tend towards that 
from whence it came, 

Were not Angels and the Souls of Men 
| breathed forth from God, as ſo many real 

Offsprings of the Divine Nature, it would be 
as impoſſible for them to have any Deſire of 
God, as for Stones. to go upwards, and the 
Flame downwards. Thus you may ſee, and 
feel, that the Spirit of Prayer not only proves 
that you came from God, but is your certain 
Way of returning to Him. 

Wear > therefore, it is the one ruling, ne- 

ver ceaſing Deſire of our Hearts, that God 

may be the Beginning and End, the Reaſon 
ang Motive, the Rule and Meaſure, of our 


doing, 
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doing, or not doing, from Morning to Night 
then every where, whether ſpeaking or ſilent, 
whether inwardly or outwardly employed, we 
are equally offered up to the eternal Spirit, 
have our Life in Him and from Him, and 
are united to Him, by that Spirit of Prayer, 
which is the Comfort, the Support, the 
Strength and Security of the Soul, travellin 
by the Help of God, through the Vanity of 
Time into the Riches of Eternity, For this 
Spirit of Prayer, let us willingly give up all 
that we inherit from our fallen Father, to be 
all Hunger and Thirſt after God; and to have 
no Thought or Care, but how to be wholly 
his devoted Inſtruments ; every where, and 
in every Thing, his adoring, joyful, and thank- 
ful Servants. * Have your Eyes ſhut, and Ears 
ſtopped to every Thing, that is not a Step 
in that Ladder that reaches from Earth to 
Heaven. | 0208 
Reading is good, Hearing is good, Con- 
verſation and Meditation are good ; but then 
they are only good at Times and Occaſions, 
in a certain Degree ; and muſt be uſed and 
governed, with ſuch Caution, as we cat and 
drink, and refreſh ourſelves, or they will 
bring forth in us the Fruits of Intemperance. 
But the Spirit of Prayer is for all Times, and 
all Occaſions; it is a Lamp that is to be al- 
ways burning, a Light to be ever ſhining ; 
every Thing calls for it, every Thing is 7 be 
one 
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done in it, and governed by it ; becauſe it is, 
and means, and wills nothing elſe, but the 
whole Totality of the Soul, not doing this or 
that, but wholly, inceſſantly given up to God, 
to be where, and what, and how he pleaſes. 
This State of abſolute Re/ignation, naked 
Faith, and pure Love of God, is the higheſt 
Perfection, and moſt purified Life of thoſe, 
who are born again from above, and through 
the Divine Power become Sons of God : And 
it is neither more nor leſs, than what our bleſ- 
fed Redeemer has called, and qualified us to 
long and aſpire after, in theſe Words: Thy 
Kingdom come; thy Will be done, on Earth, 
as it is in Heaven, It is to be ſought for in 
the Simplicity of a little Child, without being 
_ captivated with any myſterious Depths or 
Heights of Speculation ; without coveting any 
Knowledge, or wanting to ſee any Ground 
of Nature, Grace, or Creature, but ſo far as 
it brings us nearer to God, forces us to forget 
and renounce every Thing for Him; to do 
every Thing in Him, with Him, and for 
Him ; and to give every breathing, moving, 
ſtirring, Intention, and Deſire of our Heart, 
Soul, Spirit, and Life to Him. | 
Let every Creature have your Love. Love 
with its Fruits of Meekneſs, Patience, and 
Humility, is all that we can wiſh for to our- 
ſelves, and our fellow Creatures; for this is 


LY b 4 


LETTER KI. 159 
to live in God, united to him, both for Time 
and Eternity. i 5 

To deſire to communicate Good to every 
Creature, in the Degree we can, and it is 
capable of receiving from us, is a Divine 
Temper; fot thus God ſtands unchangeably 
diſpoſed towards the whole Creation: But let 
me add my Requeſt, as you value the Peace 
which God has brought forth by his Holy 
Spirit in you, . as you defire to be continually 
taught by an Unction from above, that you 
would on no Account enter into any Diſpate 
with any one about the Truths of Salvation; 
but give them every Help, but that of debat- 
ing with them ; 'for no Man has Fitneſs. for 
the Light of the Goſpel, till he. finds an 
Hunger and Thirſt, and Want of ſomething 
better, than that which he has and is by Na- 
ture. Yet we ought not to check our Incli- 
nations to help others in every Way we can. 
Only do what you do, as a Work of God; 
and then, whatever may be the Event, you 
will have Reaſon to be content with the Suc- 
ceſs that God gives it. He that hath Ears to 
hear, let him bear; may be enough for you, 
as well as it was for our bleſſed Lord. 

The next Thing that belongs to us, and 
which is alſo Godlike, is a true unfeigned 
Patience, and Meekneſs, ſhewing every Kind 
of Good-Will and tender Affection towards 
thoſe that turn a deaf Ear to us; looking 


upon 
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upon it to be full as contrary to God's Me- 
thod, and the good State of our.own Heart, 
to diſpute with any one in contentious Words, 
as to fight with him for the Truths of Salva- 
tion. 

Come unto. me, all ye that labour. * art 
heavy laden, and I will give you Reſt, ſaith our 
bleſſed Lord. He called none elſe, becauſe 
no one elſe hath Ears to hear, or a Heart to 
receive the Truths of Redemption. 

Every Man is a vain Diſputer, till ſuch 
Time as ſomething has diſturbed his State, 
and awakened in him a Senfibility of his own 
evil and miſerable Nature. We are all of us 
afraid both of inward and outward Diſtreſs ; 
and yet, till Diſtreſs comes, our Life is. but 
a Dream, and we have no awakened Senſi- 
bility of our own true State, | 

We are apt to conſider Parts and Abilities, 
as the proper Qualifications for the Reception: 
of divine Truths ; and wonder that a Man of 
a fine Underſtanding ſhould not immediately. 
embrace juſt and ſolid Doctrines: But the 
Matter is quite otherwiſe. Had Man kept 
Poſſeſſion of his firſt rich and glorions State, 
there had been no Foundation for the Goſpel. 
Redemption; and the Doctrine of the Crofs, 
muſt have appeared quite unteaſonable to be 

reſſed upon him: And therefore ſays our 
Lo To the Poor the Goſpel is preached. It 
is folely to them, and none elſe: That is, to 
yore 
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poor fallen Man, that has loſt all the true na- | 


tural Riches and Greatneſs of his firft Divine 
Life; to him is the Goſpel preached. But 
if a Man knows and feels nothing of this Po- 
verty of his Nature, he is not that Perſon to 
whom the Goſpel belongs: It has no more 
Suitableneſs to his State, than it had to Man 
unfallen: And then the greater his Parts and 
Abilities are, the better is he qualified to ſhew 
the Folly of every Doctrine of that Salvation, 
of which he has no want. 

Such'a Man, though he may be of an hu- 
mane, ingenuous, generous and frank Nature, 
of lively Parts and much candour; is never- 
theleſs entirely ignorant of the Depth of the 
Heart of Man, and the Neceſſities of Human 
Nature. As yet (though he knows it not) he 
is only at Play and Paſtime, pleaſing himſelf 
with ſuppoſed deep Enquiries after ſtrict 
Truth, whilſt he is only ſporting himſelf with 
lively, wandring Images of This and That, 
juſt as they happen to ſtart up in his mind. 
Could but he fee himſelf in the State of the 
poor diſtreſſed prodigal Son, and find that 
himſelf is the veiy Perſon there recorded, he 
would then, but not tiil then, fee the Fit- 
neſs of that Redemption, which is offered 
bim by the Mercy of God in CuR1sT Jesus. 
Bat ſuch an one, alas! is rich; he is lound z | 
Light is in his own Power, Goodnefs is in 
his own Poſſeſſion : He fecls no Diſtreſs ot 
2365771 M Darkneſs 
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Darkneſs ; but has a Crucible of Reaſon and 
Judgment, that on every Occation leparates. 
Gold from Droſs: And, therefore, he muſt 
be left to himſelf, to his own El/ium, till 
ſomething more than Argument and Diſpu- 
tation awakens him out of theſe golden 
Dreams. 

Let us beware alſo of the religious Pha- 
riſee, who raves againſt ſpiritual Religion, be- 
cauſe it touches the very Heart. fring of all 
ſylematical Divinity, and ſhakes the very, 
Foundation of every BAB E L in every 
Country; for not a Syſtem of Divinity, 
ſince Syſtems were in being, whether Popiſh 
or Proteſtant, deſerves a better Name. 

All Preachers of the true ſpiritual Myſtery 
of the Goſpel, of a Birth, Light and Life 
from above, in and by Jesus CHRIST (which 
are the Myſtic Writers of every Age) 
over were, and will be, treated by the 
reigning faſhionable Orthodoxy, as Enemies 
to the outward Goſpel, and its Services, juſt 
as the Prophets of God (who were the Myſtic 
Preachers of the Jeuiſh Diſpenſation) were 
by the then reigning Orthodoxy, condemned 
and deſpiſed, for calling People to a ſpiritual 
Meaning of the dead Letter, to a Holineſs 
infinitely greater than that of their outward 
| Sacrifices, Types, and Ceremonies, 

- Whoever he is that has any Situation of 
his cwa to defend, be it. that of a celebrated 
«ig Preacher, 
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Preacher, a Champion for received Ortho- 
doxy, a Head, a Leader, or Follower of an 
Sect, or Party, or particular Method; or that 
ſeems, both in his own Eyes, and in the 
Eyes of others, to have made himſelf ſigni- 
ficant in any kind of religious Diſtinction; 
every ſuch Perſon, ſooner or later, will find, 
chat he has much of that very ſame to give 
up, which hindered: the zealous, and emi- 
nently religious: Phariſee from converting to 
CuRISsT, in the Spirit of a little Child. | 
Nor doth it help the Matter, that ſuch an 
one abounds with Piety and Excellency ; for 
St Paul was governed by a Spirit of great 
Piety, great Excellency, and Zeal: for God. 
He ſays of himſelf, that when he was perſe- 
cuting the Diſciples of Chriſt, he lived in all 
good Conſcience, as touching the Law blameleſs, 
and according to the ſtraiteſt Sect of the 
Fewiſh Religion: For the Phariſees, though 
many of them had all that Hypocriſy and 
Rottenneſs which Chriſt laid to their Charge, 
yet as a Sec, they were an Order of moſt 
confeſſed and reſplendent Sanctity; and yet 
the more earneſt and upright they were in 
this kind of Zeal for Goodneſs, the more 
earneſtly they oppoſed and condemned the 
heavenly Myſtery of anew Life from une, 
as appears from St Paul. 
This Sect of the Phariſees did not ne 
with the Jew:/þ Church; it only loſt its old: 
M 2 Name; 
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Name; it is ſtill in being, and ſprings now 
in the ſame Manner from the Goſpel, as it 
did then from the Law: It has the ſame 
Place, lives the ſame Life, does the ſame 
Work, minds the fame Things, has the ſame 
Goodne(s at Heart, has the ſame religious 
Honour, and claim to Piety, in the Chriſtian, 
as it had in the Jewiſß Church; and as much 
miſtakes the Depths of the Myſtery of the 
Goſpel, as that Sect miſtook the Myſtery ſig- 
nified by the Letter of the Law and the Pro- 
phets. 

It would be eaſy to ſhew in ſeveral In- 
ſtances, how the Leaven of that Sect works 
amongſt us, juſt as. it did amongſt them, 
Have any of the Rulers believed on Him? 
was the re Queſtion of the antient 
Phariſees. Now we Chriſtians readily and 
willingly condemn the Weakneſs and Folly 
of that Queſtion; and yet who does not ſee, 
that, for the moſt Part, both Prieſt and Peo- 
ple, in every Chriſtian Country, live and 
govern themſelves by the Folly and Weak- 
neſs of the very ſame Spirit which put that 
Queſtion : For when God, as He has always 
done from the Beginning of the World, raiſes 
up private and illiterate Perſons, full of Light 
and Wiſdom from above, ſo as to be able to 
diſcover all the Workings of the Myſtery of 
Iniquity, and to open the Ground, and Truth, 
and abſolute * of ſuch an inward: 

| dpirit 
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Spirit and Life of CHRIST revealed in us, as 
Time, carnal Wiſdom, and worldly Policy 
have departed from; when all this is done, 
by the weakeſt Inſtruments of God, in ſuch 
a Simplicity and Fulneſs of Demonſtration, as 
may be juſtly deemed a Miracle; do not 
Clergy and Laity get rid of it all, though ever 
{o unanſwerable, merely by the Strength of 
the Phariſees good old Queſtion, ſaying with 
them, ** Have any of the Rulers believed and 
“taught theſe Things? Hath the Church in 
* Council or Convocation? Hach Calvin, 
% Luther, Zuinglius, or any of our renowned 
* Syſtem-makers, ever taught or aſſerted 
de theſe matters?“ 

But hear what our bleſſed Lord ſaith, of 
the Place, the Power, and Origin of Truth: 
He refers us not to the current Doctrines of 
the Times, or to the Syſtems of men, but to 
his own Name, his own Nature, his own 
Divinity hidden in us: My Sheep, ſays he, 
bear my Voice. Here the whole Matter is de- 
ciſively determined, both where Truth is, 
and who they are that can have any Know- 
ledge of it. 

HeavenLy Truth is no where ſpoke but by 
the Voice of CHRIST, nor heard but by a 
Power of CaR1sT living in the Hearer. As 
He is the eternal only Word of Gop, that 
ipeaks forth all the Wiſdom, and Wonders 
of GoD; ſo He alone. is the Word, that 
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ſpeaks forth all the Life, Wiſdom, and Good- 
neſs, that is or can be in any Creature; it can 
have none but what it has in him and from 
him: This is the one unchangeable Boundary 
of Truth, Goodneſs, and every Perfection of 
Men on Earth, or Angels in Heaven. 

Literaty Learning, from the Beginning to 
the End of Time, will have no more of 
Heavenly Wiſdom, nor any leſs of Worldly 
Fooliſhneſs in it, at one Time than at ano- 
ther; its Nature is one and the fame through 
all Ages; what it was in the Jew and the 
Heathen, that ſame it is in the Chriſtian, 
Its Name, as well as Nature, is unalterable, 
viz. Foohſhneſs with God. 

I ſhall add no more, but the two or three 
following Words. 

I. Receive every inward and outward 
Trouble, every Diſappointment, Pain, Un- 
eaſineſs, Temptation, Darkneſs, and Deſola- 
tion, with both thy Hands, as a true Oppor- 
tunity and blefſed Occaſion of dying to Self, 
and entering into a fuller Fellowſhip with thy 
Self-denying, ſuffering Saviour, | 

IT, Look at no inward or outward Trouble 
in any other View; reject every other Thought 
about it; and then every Kind of Trial and 
Diſtreſs wilt become the bleſſed Day of thy 
Proſperity. 5 | 5 

III. Be afraid of ſeeking or finding Com- 
fort in any Thing, but God alone: For that 
1 ; which 
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which gives thee Comfort, takes ſo much of 
thy Heart from God, © Quaid eſt Cor pu- 
* rum? cui ex toto, & pure ſufficit ſolus 
« Deus, cui nihil ſapit, quod nihil delectat, 
© niſi Deus.“ That is, What conſtitutes 
a pure Heart? One to which Gad alone is 
totally, and purely ſufficient ; to which no- 
thing reliſhes, or gives Delight, but God 
8 

IV. That State is beſt, which exerciſeth 
the higheſt Faith in, and fulleſt Reſignation 
to God, 

V. What is it you want and ſeek, but 
that God may be all in all-in you? But how 


can this be, unleſs all creaturely Good and _ 


Evil become as nothing in you, or to you ? 
Oh Anima mea, abſtrahe te ab Omni- 
„ bus. Quid tibi cum mutabilibus Creatu- 
* ris? Solum Sponſum tuum, gui omnium 
© eſt Author Creaturarum, expectans, hoc 
age, ut Cor tuum ille liberum & expedi- 
tum ſemper inveniat, quoties illi ad ipſum 


« venire placuerit.“ That is, O my Soul! 
abſtract thyſelf from every Thing. What 


haſt thou to do wich changeable Creatures? 


Waiting and expecting thy Bridegroom, who 
is the Author of all Creatures, let it be thy 


ſole Concern, that he may find thy Heart 


free and diſengaged, as often as it all pleaſe 
bim to viſit thee, 
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Be aſſured of this, that ſooner or later, we 
muſt be brought to this Conviction, That 
every Thing in ourſelves by Nature is Evil, 
and muſt be entirely given up ; and that No- 
thing that is creaturely, can make us better 
than we are by Nature. Happy, therefore, 
and bleſſed are all thoſe inward or outward 
Troubles, that haſten this Conviction in us; 
that with the whole Strength of our Souls, 
we may be driven to ſeek ALL from and in 
Gop, without the leaſt Thought, Hope, or 
Contrivance after any other Relief: Then it 
is, that we are made truly Partakers of the 
Croſs of CuRIsT ; and from the Bottom of 
our Hearts ſhall be enabled to ſay, with St 
Paul, God forbid that J ſhould Glory in any 
Thing, fave the Croſs of cur Lord Je8vs 
CuKkisT ; by «ebich I am crucified to the World, 
and the 15 17100 is cruciſied to me. 

Give up yourſelf to God without reſerve. 
This implies ſuch a State or Habit of Heart, 
as does Nothing of itſelf, from i:s own Rea- 
ſon, Will or Choice, but ſtands always in 
Faith, H: "Pe, and abſolute Dependence upon 
being led by the Spirit of God into every 


Thing that is according to his Will; ſeeking 


Nothing by Detigning, Reafonipg, and Re- 
flection, how you thall beſt promote the Ho- 
nour of God, but in Singleneſs of Heart, 
meeting every Thing that every Day brings 


forth, as ſomething that comes fiom Gop, 


and 
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and is to be received, and gone through by 
you, in ſuch an Heavenly Uſe of it, as you 
would ſuppoſe the HoLy' JEsus would have 
done, in ſuch Occurrences, —'This is an at- 
tainable Degree of PerfeQtion ; and by having 
CHR1sST and his Spirit always in your Eye, 
and Nothing elſe, you will never be left to 


yourſelf, nor without the full Guidance of 
Gop, 


1 rr 
UE-1" 4 HR EH. 
To Mr T. L. 


My dearly beloved Friend, 


SZ BEGIN, as I did my laſt, 
SW with aſſuring you, that I love to 
bear from you, 

I 'am in ſome Concern about 
the Activity of your religious Spi- 
rit, which I have often cautioned you againſt, 
Vous have ſeen, and as I thipk deeply ap- 
prehgnded, the true Ground, on which Man's 
Redemption ſtands, This Ground has been 


ſhewn 
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ſhewn you, not only from the plain Letter of 
Scripture, but confirmed > the whole Frame 
of Nature. 

Every Thing in Heaven and Earth, every 
Thing that you inwardly or outwardly feel, or 
know of your own Soul, and Body, are all 
ſhewn to bear infallible Witneſs to theſe two 
fundamental Truths of the Goſpel : That 
our firſt Father died to his firſt Life in God; 
and that nothing in the whole Nature of 
Things, can be our Redemption, but the firſt 
Life of God, born again of God in the Soul. 
You have had the fulleſt Proof, that Man 
was created in this high Perfection of Life. 
You have had the folic Proof, that Adam 
had no other Way of dying to Heaven, or 
loſing his firſt State in God, but by the work- 
ing of his Will; and that every Son of Adam, 
is to this Day, only That which his Fazth, or 
the working of his Will, or the Deſire of his 
Heart (for they ate all the ſame Thing) mak- 
eth him to be. Jeſus Chriſt is the Divine 
Nature, which muſt be alive again in Man, 
But the Life of the Deity can only ariſe by a 
Birth in us, by the Hunger and Faith — 
Deſire of the Heart, or the working of the 
Will turned to it; and this is the Þ aith in 
Chriſt that does all. | ed 

To what Purpoſe therefore, is ſo much 
anxious Enquiry about this or that? Why 
this tunning after every one, to hear the Hi- 
ſtory 
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ſtory of Himſelf, and the Secrets of his own 
fancied Experience? 

If you know a Man to be a Fataliſt, FR 
you not enough know, that he cannot explain 
the Myſteries of the Goſpel, all which have a 
quite contrary Ground, 

If a Man has no Notion, or Belief of the 
Fall of Man, can he tell you either the Na- 
ture, or the Neceſſity of Chriſtian Redemp- 
tion? What Room could there be for the 
Divine Philanthropy, if it could be ſuppoſed, 
that Man and the World had not a better 
State, and Life from Him at firſt, than they 
have now ? 

If a Man denies the Neceflity of the new 
Birth from above, will you believe that this 
proceeds from an intimate Familiarity with 
Chriſt, teaching him in private, the Diſbe- 
lief of that which he taught publickly when 
on Earth? What Folly to tell you, that you 
are only in a Legal State, unleſs he could 
prove to you, that you have no Averſion to 
Wickedneſs, nor abſtain from any Sin, bur 
ſo far as the Fear and Dread of Puniſhment x 
keep you from it. For this is the Truth of 
the Legal State; but when Sin is diſliked, 
and the Commandments kept through a Love 
of God, and a Defire of Divine Goodnels, 
There is the Man in Chriſt a new Creatore, 
no longer under the Yoke of the Law, but 
living! in the Freedom, and Spirit of God. * 
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If a Man tells you that Jeſus is not God, 
furely i it is Time to have no Fellowſhip with 
him. If he tells you, you are not to pray to 
God, but to Jeſus, who is only a Creature, 
is not this telling you, that it is unlawful for 
ns to pray, as Jeſus taught his Diſciples? And 
if it was wrong to pray to God, the Old and 
the New Teſtament are, from the Beginning 
to the End, full of falſe Religion ? Or will he 
ſay, that though under the Old Teſtament 
Men might rightly pray to the Deity, yet we, 
by being Chriſtians, have loſt this Privilege 
of Relation to, and Dependance upon God ? 
But ſurely, I need not expoſe the Extravagancy 
of theſe Things, nor exhort you to be Weary 
of ſuch Entertainment. 

You tell me, that you cannot help thinking 
with Mr S. That all partial Syſtems of Sal- 
vation, are greatly derogatory to the Goodneſs 
of God : But that you would fay this to very 
few, but myſelf. But dear Soul, why ſhould 
you ſay this to me? I have without any Scru- 
ple, openly declared to all the World, that 
from Eternity to Eternity, nothing can come 
from God but mere infinite Love. In how 
many ways have I proved, and aſſerted, that 
there neither is, nor can be any Wrath, or 
Partiality in God, but that every Creature 
muſt have all that Happineſs, which the infi- 
nite Love and Power of God can help it to. 
Can I, or any Creature, poſlibly ſay more of 

an 
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an Impartiality in God? And is it not quite 
unreaſonable, to aſk more about it, or to carr 
it farther? You ſay, the ſeeming Impoſſibility 
of the Spirit and Light of God, ariſing up 
again in any Creature, that has ten Fay 
it, is, you preſume, the ſtrongeſt Argument that 
can be offered, in Support of everlaſiityg Mi- 
ſery. And therefore you ſay, you have choſen, 
with Submiſſion, to examine the Force of this 
principal Argument, which runs through the 
APPEAL, and my other Writings. Bat, my 
dear Friend; how came you to ſay this? For 
this is ſo far from being the principal, or any 
Argument that runs through my Appeal, and 
other Books, that there is not one ſingle 
Word, in all the Appeal, nor any other of my 
Books, that touches upon this Matter, till 
you come to the laſt Book, viz. The Way to | 
Divine Knowleage ; and even in that Book, 1 
the Impoſſibility i is ſo fat from being aſſerted, | 71 
that it is there affirmed, that this Impoſſibi- 4 
lity is not proved, nor ever likely to be ſo. "Th 
Will you therefore charge me with proving a Y. 
Thing, that I ſhew cannot be proved? It is 
my capital Doctrine, That God is all Love, 
and merely a Will to all Goodneſs; that he 
muſt eternally will that to the Creature, which 
he willed at its Creation. 
But, my dear Soul, debate not ſuch Mat- 
ters as theſe, either with me, or any one 
elſe. Stop your Ears to all that you hear 
about 
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about them, and turn from every one that 
will lead you into them. The Perplexity 
that you make to yourſelf in ſuch Matters, is 
Death to the Divine Life within you, is a 
great Abuſe of God's Goodneſs towards you, 
and is a likely Way for you to loſe the Peace 
and Joy of that Divine Light, which has ſo 
largely opened itſelf within you. | 
Mr G. and Mr S. both of them (as they ſay) 
come out. of the Depths of Hell, full of a 
New riſen Divine Light within them. The 
firſt makes me a greater Blaſphemer of God, 
than the Devils are, [N. B.] becauſe I ſay, 
God has no other Nature, or Will towards 
every Creature, but Love and Goodneſs, 
The other calls me Blind, and Ignorant; 
becauſe I have not a ſelf-evident Knowledge 
of the Salvation, of Devils. Now was you 
to find out a Third, laying. Claim to the ſame 
certainty of Divine Light, as theſe two do, 
you might perhaps have them both condem- 
ned by one who had a Self-evident Knowledge 
of Abſolute Election, and Reprobation, and 
who knew with as great Certainty, that God 
damns ſome eternally to make his Power to 
be known, as Mr S. knows Chriſt to be only 
a Creature, and that Prayer is not to be made 

to God, but ſolely to this Creature. 
Dear L. Son of my Love, I do not know 
that ever I waſted. my Spirits in Writing, or 
Thinking 
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Thinking in the Manner of this Letter be- 

fore, and truſt I never ſhall again. But 

Love towards you, and a hearty Zeal for your 

true Growth in the Spiritual Life, has com- 
lled me into this Wrangle. 

Put away all needleſs Curioſity in Divine 
Matters, and look upon every Thing to be 
ſo, but that which helps you to die to your- 
ſelf, that the Spirit and. Life of Chriſt may 
be formed, and revealed in you. | 

As for the Purification of a// Human Na- 
ture, either in this World, or ſome after 
Ages, I fully believe it. And as to that of 
Angels, if it is poſſible, I am glad of it, and 
= ſure enough, that it will then come to 


» * 


Dear Soul, 


Adieu. 
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Hos To the ſame. | : 


My Dear Friend, They 
HAN K you for the favour of 
your'ss In the Two Extracts, 

vou have ſent, the Writer ſays 

ftwice, He. cannot adopt the Dark 
fide of my Syſtem. If what I have wrote may 
be called a Syſtem, it has put a full End to 
all that was Dark, and Partial, in every 
other Syſtem. It makes all the Univerſe 
both of Nature and Grace, to be an Edifice 
of Love, kept up and governed by Love. 

For I allow of no other God but Love, 
who from Eternity to Eternity, can have no 

other Will towards the Creature, but to com- 

municate Good ; and that no Creature can 
have any Miſery, from which infinite Good- 
neſs can deliver it. Where then is the Dark 

Side? Muſt I aſſert God to be more than in- 

finitely Good? 


5 Dear Soul, 
Jure 9, 3752. . 44; 
eu, 
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To the' ſame. 


T7 CANNOT tell you how much 
8 E J love you. But that which of 


<a > with Regard to you, 1s the real 
moor of your Soul in the divine Life. 
Heaven ſeems to be awakened in you. It is 
a tender Plant. It requires Stillneſs, Meek- 
neſs, and the Unity of the Heart, totally 
given up to the unknown Workings of the 
Spirit of God, which will do all its Work in 
the calm Soul, that has no Hunger or Deſire, 
but to eſcape out of the Mire of its Earthly 
Lite, into its loſt Union and Life in God. 

I mention this, out of a Fear of your giving 
into an Eagerneſs into many Things, which 
though ſeemingly innocent, yet divide and 
weaken the Workings of the divine Life 
within you. For a Multiplicity of Wills, is 
the one only Evil, Diſcaſe, and Miſery, both 
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of our Souls and Bodies. That which can 
make the Soul to have only one Will, and one 
Love, is the univerſal Tinctute, both for 
Soul and Body, And nothing elſe is it. 
That alone can take the Fall, or Curſe out of 
the Body, which can take it out of the Soul, 
For the Curſe through all Nature, and Crea- 
ture, is but one and the ſame thing, viz. The 
Abſence of the Heavenly Power. Heaven is 
dead in Gold, juſt as it is dead in Man; and 
its heavenly Tincture can only be made alive, 
in the ſame Manner, and from the ſame 
Power, as the inward Man is born again of 
the Water, and Spirit from above. 

Our outward Man muſt be tormented, 
crucified, mortified in the Fire of our own 
Fleſh and Blood; and then it is as the groſs 
Gold in the Crucible heated by earthly Fire. 
But as no fiery Torments of our own Fleſh 
and Blood, can glorify our inward Man, and 
. ſet Him in his firſt angelic State, ſo no out- 
ward Fire can torment Gold into its firſt 
Heavenly State. Our Lord ſaid to the cruci- 
fied Thief, To Day ſhalt thou be wth me i 
Paradiſe. 

Now no one is a Divine Magus, till he is 
thus qualified to ſay to his SubjefF, To Day 
ſhalt Thou be with me in Paradiſe. If He 
himſelf is not in Paradiſe, he can do no pa- 
radifical Work. But, my Friend, let not what 
I here ſay, put you upon diſputing this Point 

| with 
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with any one, for I fay it for a quite Contra- 
ry End, to ſhew you the Vanity of all ſuch 
Diſcourſe. 


My dear Soul, 


O02. 16, 1752, 
Adieu. 


rr 


LET ERR IV, 
To the ſame. 


1 « dear L. 


Wet . / HEARTILY thank you for 
your Laſt, Talk no more of 
obtruding upon me with your 
Letters. Every Thing that 

comes from you is welcome. 
I have no need to write any Thing to you, 
for you know all that I have to ſay. You 
ſtand upon the ſame Ground, that I do. 
And you have Nothing to do, but to be ſtead- 
faſt and unmoveable in that Light, which 
God has vouchſafed to you. 

But, my Friend, take Notice of this, no 
Truths, however ſolid and well grounded, 
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help you to any Divine Life, but ſo far as 
they are taught, nouriſhed, and ſtrengthened 
by an Unction from above; and that Nothing 
more dries, and extinguiſhes this heavenly 
Unction, than a talkative, reaſoning Temper, 
that is always catching at every Opportunity 

of hearing, or telling ſome religious Matters. 
You have found enough, to prove to you, 
that all muſt be found in God, manifeſted in 
the Life of your Soul, And I muſt ſay again, 
ſhut your Eyes, and ſtop your Ears, to all 
Religious Tales. oe 
My dear Soul, 


AMA, Adieu. 


Feb. 12, 1753. 
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Io the ſame. 


OU have communicated to 
me ſeveral Letters, that you 
have wrote to your Friends, 
and I much approve of the 
Spirit in which you have 
wrote them. Only I muſt 
repeat, what I have often ſaid, Have a * 

| 0 
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of too much Eagerneſs to ſet other people 
right, leſt it lead you too fat from Home, or 
too much exhauſt that Breath, which is to 
keep up the Strength of your own inward 
Life. I believe you underſtand me. 

You want a Remedy, to prevent the 
Growth of Suicide, and Madneſs. They are 
not to be remedied by any new Way of letting 
forth the Folly, and Extravagancy of them. 
When the Fruit is evil, there is no Remedy, 
but in putting the Root of the Tree in a bet- 
ter State. 

Pride, is the Father and Mother of Suicide 
and Madneſs. Would you have a ſhare in 
removing theſe Evils, you muſt not caſt about 
for high Speculations, there is but one Step to 
be taken, and that is, to ſhew the Neceſſity 
of Dying to Pride, and leeking for Salvation 
only in Humility, JesUs CHRIST is the only 
Peace, and Reſt, and Satisfaction of human 
Life. This is abſolute, and admits of no 
Exception. St John the Baptiſt was the true 
Preparer of the Way to Cak1sT ; if you think 
of any other Way, it is Labour loſt. This 
Point is abſolutely determined where CHRIST 
faith, They have Moſes and the Prophets, let 
them hear them. F they believe not Moſes, 
nor the Prophets, netther will they be perſuaded 
though one aroſe from the Dead, 
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Miracles, and Demonſtrations, you ſee, 
are in vain, till Moſes, and the Prophets are 
believed. 

Now Moſes is Sin, made known by. the 

Law, and the Prophets, are Faith and Hope 
in God. And theſe two Things muſt have 
their State, and work in the Soul, before it 
can have any Benefit from CHRIST and his 
Miracles. It you would therefore give ſome 
Check to the Growth of Suicide and Mad- 
neſs, it cannot be by attacking them in 
themſelves, or ſpeaking to the Unreaſonable- 
neſs of their particular Nature, this is as uſe- 
leſs, as a Miracle to Him, that heareth nei- 
ther Moſes, nor the Prophets, 

Now as Moſes and the Prophets were of 
Neceflity, before the Coming of CHRIST, 
ſo it muſt be in every human Soul. | 

And this proves the Truth, of what ha 
been ſo often aſſerted, of the Importance of 
apprehending the Fall of Man, in its true 
and full Depth. For to hear Moſes and the 
Prophets is in Reality only this, viz. Man 
become truly ſenſible of his impure, and fal- 
len Nature, and looing up to God io be de- 
livered from it. Then, whether he has, or 
has not, ever ſeen the Bible, he is a true Be- 
liever of Moſes and the prophets, is that Loſt 
Sheep, that is ſure of being found, that 
weary and heavy laden, that muſt find Reſt 
and Refreſhment in ChRIST. b 
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It matters not therefore, my Frlend, what 
you are upon, whether you would fave a 
Man from Deiſin, Debauchery, or Suicide, 
you muſt begin in the ſame Place, from one 
and the ſame Ground, and this as unavoidably, 
as every Fruit muſt have its Beginning from 
the Root, and from the Root in its right 
State, 

The Amiableneſs of any Virtne, or the 
horrid Nature of any Vice, whilſt only con- 
ſidered as in themſclves, are but as Pictures 
ſet before onr Eyes, and have no other Effect 
upon us. And this is the Unprofitableneſs of 
all Moral Iiſtructions, whether Heathen, or 
Chriſtian, 

If you can help a Man to ſeek, and find, 
and know Himtelf, and his real Relation to 
God; to know that he has neicher inward, 
nor outward Evil, but becauſe he has loſt his 
true State, and place in God; and that there- 
fore Nothing can be his peace and Happineſs, 
but his firſt divine Life, or Nature quickened 
again in Him, then you have done all that 
you can for him, whatever his Malady is, 
hut enough of this. 


| Dear Soul, 
Aug. 4, 1753. 
Adieu. 
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To the ſame, 


My doar Tac 
U have a Scruple about the 


Vwonderous Lives of the Fathers 

| | Fe in the Deſarts, becauſe in, ſuch 
SE 2 NE Contrariety to his Character, who 
went about doing good. But if you only 
confider what you have ſaid of them yourtelf, 
that the reading of their Lives, at once flruck 
you with the dee heſt Devotion, and made you 
think what a Noviciate you was in the Love 
of God, you would have Reaſon enough to 
place them amongſt the fait ful, and true 
Diſciples of Him, who went about doing 
Good. For what greater Good, than to do 
that to others, for ſo many Ages, which they 
have done tor you? They are not written to 
raiſe an Emulation in you, to copy after 
them; nor is there any Reaſon to think, that 
their Story | is not much exaggerated. But be 
that as it will, it is certain, they were the 
Salt of the World for that Time, and that 
the good Providence of God bleſſed his Church 
with them, 


» 
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They are not for you to read, but as it 
were en paſſant, or for a little Change of Air, 
and their Particularity of Life no more con- 
cerns you, than that of John the Baptiſt. 

God's laſt Diſpenſation to the World, is 
the opening the Ground, and Myſtery of all 
Things, to which every Blindneſs, and Vanity, 
and Strife of Human Life muſt, ſooner or 
later, be forced to give up itſelf. 

The Children of this Diſpenſation have no 
Occaſion to look backwards. It is like learn- 
ing your A B C, when you are called and 
qualified to read. 

Be not too fond of Abſtemiouſneſs, nor 
too much attached to a Milk Diet ; let no- 
thing be a Reaſon for your doing, or not do- 
ing any Thing of this Kind, but the Health 
and Strength of your Body. As ſoon as you 
are able to bear a ſtronger Diet, I would 
have you by all Means to uſe it. There is 
no more Harm in getting Strength from good 
Food, than from ſound Sleep. And this 
Kind of Diet, is only to be uſed as a Remedy 
for a Time, 


Dear Soul, 


Feb. , 1754: 
Adieu. 
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To the ſame. 


My dear Friend, 
5 HE Variety of Trials, you have 


lately met with, are but a Speci- 
men of what you are to expect, 
in ſome Form or other, ſo long 
OE as you breath the Air of this 
fallen World. The longer we are without 
them, the more our Need of them is increa- 
| ſed. And they never give great Smart, but 
where ſomething is to be torn off, that ſticks 
too cloſe to us.— One Reflection upon theſe 
facred Words. My Kingdom is not of this 
* World :—The Son of Man hath not where 
* to lay his Head,” are ſufficient to take not 
only the Sting out of every Croſs, that can 
here befal us, but even to make us afraid, 
and aſhamed of being pleaſed with any Thing, 
that has the Name of Worldly Honour, and 
Proſperity. - 

You have no Reaſon to wonder at any 
Thing you ſee, or hear, of the Partiality, 
Selfiſhneſs, Envy, and Enmity, that ſo often 
breaks out between Brothers and Siſters 2 
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the ſame Blood. For if Blood- Relations, con- 
ſidered as ſuch, could have any true Good- 
neſs, or unſelfiſh Regard to one another, we 
ſhould not be under the Neceſſity of being 
born again from above. 

Will it do you any good, to tell you, that 
thus ſays my Heart, without ſpeaking a 
Word. Let Nothing live in me, but the 
Redeeming Power of thy holy Jeſus, Nothing 
pray in me but thy holy Spirit.''———This is 
my Ship, in which, I would be always at 
Sea. All that I ſeek, or mean, either for 
myſelf, or others, by every Height and Depth 
of divine Knowledge, given us by God in 
his illuminated Behmen, is only for this End, 
that we may be more willing, and glad to be- 
come ſuch little Children, as our Lord has 
told us, are the only Heirs of the Kingdom of 
God. | 

The Piercing Critic may, and. naturally 
will grow in Pride, as faſt, as his ſkill in 
Words diſcovers itſelf. —And every kind of 
Knowledge, that ſhews the Scholar, the 
Ocator, the Diſputer, the Commentator, the 
Hiſtorian, his- own Powers and Abilities, are 
the ſame Temptation to Him, that Eve had 
from the Serpent ; and He will get no more 
good by the Love and Reliſh of ſuch Know- 
ledge, than ſhe got by her Love of the Tree, 
that was ſo deſitable to make one wiſe, 


— 


—— Mt. AM — ˙— — — 


— 


a 4a __— —m⏑—I B . 


. — — 


„ 4 


bg - 
2 * — = — — — - 
—— —— — — — 


r VIS - - * 
—— Ä T 


— IS . A 
n 


dn 
_— — 


A ** 
ö « = I 5 


But 
\ 


188 LETTER XVIII. 


But He whoſe Eyes are opened, to ſee in- 
to this Myſtery of all Things, ſees Nothing 
but Death to himſelf, and to every Thing, 
that he had called, or delighted in as his 
own. This is the bold Depth of his Know- 
ledge. And if you would know its aſpiring 
Height, it conſiſts in learning to know, that 
which the Angels and Twenty-tour Elders 
about the Throne of God, knew, when 
they caſt down their Crowns, before him 
that ſat on the Throne, ſaying, holy, holy, 
holy, Lord God Almighty, thou art worthy 
to receive Glory, and Honour, and Power; 
for thou haſt created all Things, and for thy 
Pleaſure they are, and were created.—lIt is to 
know, that the Triune Majeſty of Father, 
Son, and holy Spirit, are the threefold Power, 
Life, Glory, and Perfection of every Creature, 
that ſings praiſes to God, in Heaven and in 
Earth. This is the proud Knowledge of thoſe, 
who are let into the Holy of Holies, opened 
by the Spirit of God in his choſen Inſtrument, 
Behmen. Which goes no deeper, than to ſee 
the Nothingneſs of Man, aſcends no higher, 
than to know that God is All; which begets 
nothing in Man, but that which was begot- 
ten in Paul, when he cried out, God forbid, 
that I ſhould glory in any T, bing, but the Crofs 
of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
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To the ſame. 


My dear Friend, 


Y 22% 423; OUR Strictures upon Meſ- 
| ſieurs of the Foundery, the Ta- 
bernacle, &c. are very juſt, 
3 2254 Theſe Gentlemen ſeem to have 
no other Bottom to ſtand upon, 
but that of Zeal. I hope God 
will dire& it for them, that more good may 
come from it, than the, World is willing to 
believe.—Burt I ſay no more of them. I 
would adviſe you not to enter into Diſputes 
with them, nor any others, in Defence of 
thoſe Principles, which are the very Life and 
Heart of the Law, the Prophets, and the Goſ- 
pel. No one begins to object againſt 
them, but on the Account of ſomething 
that is perſonal, either with Regard to him- 
ſelf, or the Author of them, or becauſe they 
are contrary to his Views and Situation in the 
World. He who could free himſelf from 
theſe Prejudices, would want no one to per- 
ſuade him of the Truth of them. 


- 


Mr 
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Mr J. V. is an ingenious Man; and the 
Reaſon why his Letter to me, is ſuch a juvenile 
Compoſition of Emptineſs, and Pertneſs, as 
is below the Character of any Man, who had 
been ſerious in Religion but half a Month, 
is becauſe, it was not Ability, but Neceſſity, 
that put his pen into his Hand. He had 
condemned my Books, preached much againſt 
them, and to make all ſure, forbid his Peo- 
ple the uſe of them. — And for a Cover to 
all this, he promiſed from Time to Time to 
write againſt them. — Therefore an Anſwer 
was to be made at all Adventures. What 
you happen to hear of Mr J. V. concerning 
me, or my Books, let it dye with you. — 
Wiſh him God ſpeed in every Thing that is 
good. —Bat this you may eaſily know, that 
He, and the Pope, have the ſame Reaſons, 
and are under the fame Neceſſity of condem- 


ning, and anathematiſing the Myſtery revealed 
by God, in N B. 


Sept. 1756. Adieu. 


P. S. I have no objection to your learn- 
ing the French Language, but think you 
much in the right, in intending to proceed 
very leiſurely in it, and as it were by the by. 
>——— To learn, and Love the Language of the 
internal Speaker, is more than to have the 
Tongues of Men and Angels. 
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To the ſame, 


My dear Friend, | 
WAs much concerned at the 
Account you ſent me, of the 
1 1 BY: State of your health, and think 
iit very adviſeable, to ſeek out 
bor Help.——But there is the 
Difficulty where to find it. All is fo very 
faperficial in the Art of Phyſick, and from 
ſo poor a Ground, that one has little to like 
in one Phyſician more than in another, but 
his Perſonal Tempers, and Behaviour 
Air, and gentle Exerciſe much purſued, muſt 
be greatly beneficial to you.—If your Phy- 
ſician be for your Purpoſe, he will not load 
ou with Shop-Medicines, nor ought you to 
jubmit to any one that does. Nothing 
can aſſiſt you, but ſome ſimple Regimen, 
that gradually leſſens the HeQic in your 
Blood. | 
My dear Brother Pilgrim, be of good 
Comfort, our Road of Life is ſuch, that 
Weakneſs can help us on as faſt as Strength. 
——— Uſe outward Medicines, as if you uſed 
| them 
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them not. The Univerſal is within you, 
and whether you find it in a ſickly, or a heal- 
thy Body, is but a ſmall Matter. 

Daily, hourly, thankful Reſignation to God 
in every Thing, is the beſt Regimen, you 
can enter into, both for Soul and Body. 
Every good Wiſh attends my dear Fellow- 
Traveller out of Time, into Eternity. 


O#0b. 10, 1756. Farewell, 


ann ff LAI ILILIILILELELLS 
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To G. W. 


FH E large Account you have 
E238 given of yourſelf, is very af- 
Il fecting, and I hope God will 
turn all the Variety of your 
| || paſt Diſtreſs, into Means of a 
— future ſolid Peace, and Reſt in 
his divine Love. | 
To be weary and heavy Laden, is to 
have the higheſt Fitneſs to receive that Reſt, 
that CyuR1sT alone can give. Theſe are the 
perſons that he called to him, when he was 
upon Earth. They who are content with 


themſelves, 


LETTER XX: 192 


themſelves, are in the utmoſt Danger of never 
knowing that Happineſs, for which they 
were created. N 

For a while, conſider yourſelf in ſuch Soli- 
tude, as if there was only God and you in the 
World, free from every Thought, but that of 
deſiring to be wholly and ſolely his, and look- 
ing wholly to his Goodneſs, to be delivered 
out of the Miſery of your fallen State. 

Stand firmly in this Faith, That God and 
the Kingdom of Heaven are certainly within 
you, and within you for this only Reaſon, 
that they may become your Salvation, —As 
all therefore is within, ſo let all your Care be 
turned inwards, in loving, adoring, and pray- 
ing to this Gop and CHñRIST within you. 

Be not too eager about much Reading; Not 
read any Ls but that which nouriſhes, 
ſtrengthens, and eſtabliſhes this Faith in you, 
of an inward Saviour, who 1s the Life of your 
Soul. To grow up in this Faith, is taking 
the beſt Means, of attaining to the beſt Know- 
ledge in all Divine Matter s. 
. Caſt away all Reflections about yqurſelf, 
the World, or your paſt Life. And let all 
be ſwallowed up, or loſt in this : joyful 


Thought, that you have found the, Meſſiah, 


the Saviour of the World; not in Books, 
not in Hiſtory, but in the Birth, and Bottom 
of your own Soul. Give yourſelf up to this 
Bicth of Heaven within you, expect all 
6190264" O | from 


194 LETTER XXI. 


from it, let it be the humble, faithful, long- 
ing Deſire of your Heart, and deſire no 
Knowledge, but that which is born of it, and 
proceeds from it. Stand only in this Thirſt 
of Knowledge, and then all that you know 
will be __ and Life. 


With a Heart full of good Wiſhes fo you, 
Jan, 


Muri, Gc. 


May 8 1750. 


err 
LETTER XXII. 
Ĩuo the fame, 


4 FAY Friend, 


EK KNOW not myſelf, bow 
two write to the moſt illumi- 
Pa nated Perſon upon Earth, for 
Advice, or Inſtruction. And 

le more dark, and diſtreſſed 

TS my State ſhould be, the more 
E*þ I ſhould be averſe to ſeek 

Counſel of any Creature; not from an Opi- 
nion of any ny | in n., but from a 

Fulneſs 
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Fulnefs of Conviction, that I run away from 
Relief, and deprive myſelf of true Light, and 
Comfort, by not ſeeking, and depending upon 
God ALone for it. 

All my Writings have no other End, but to 
communicate his Conviction to my Readers, 
and conſequently to teach them to have done 
with me, as ſoon as I have convinced them, 
that Gop and CuRisT and the Kingdom of 
Heaven are only to be found by Man, in his 
own Heart, and only capable of being found 
there, by his own Love of them, Faith in 
them, and abſolute Dependance upon them. 
What room, therefore, for calling out for 
Help and Direction, when once it is known, 
that all conſiſts in an implicit blind Faith, in 
Purity of Love, and total Reſignation to the 
Spirit of Gop? For where can theſe be exer- 
ciſed, but in the States and Trials through 
which Human Life muſt paſs: | 

And to acquieſce in God, when Things are 


inwardly, and outwardly eaſy with us, but 


to caſt about for Help from ſomething that 


is not God, when Diſtreſs and Darkneſs | 


come upon us, is the Error of Errors, and 
the greateſt Hindrance to our true Union 
with GoD in CnRISTH JEsUs. 


Lam with much Truth and Sincerity, 


Sept. 22, 1754. | Tour affeionate Friend, 
| 4 | 
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LETTER XXIII. 


To the ſame. 


My dear Friend, 


ee HE Charge of Spino/izm brought 
we | ; | againſt me by Dr Warburton, 
bas all the Folly and Weakneſs, 

DS I Fc. Sc. that can well be ima- 

— gined. For as Spinoſizm, is 
nothing elſe but a groſs confounding of God 
and Nature, making them to be only one 
and the fame thing, ſo the full Abſurdity, 
and abſolute Impoſſibility of it, can only be 
fundamentally proved, by that Doctrine 
which can go to the Bottom of the Matter, 
and demonftrate the eſſential, eternal, and 
abſolute Diſtinction, between God and Na- 
ture; a Thing done over and over, from 
Page to Page in thoſe Books, from which 
the Doctor has extracted Spinoſizm, juſt 
with as much Acuteneſs, as if he had ſpied 
rank Warburtonianſm, in my Letter to the 

Right Reverend the Biſhop of London. 

Now although the Difference between God 
and Nature, has always been ſuppoſed, and 
believed, yet the true Ground of ſuch Diſ- 

| tinction, 
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tinction, or the Why, the How, and in 
What, they are eſſentially different, and muſt 
be ſo to all Eternity, was to be found in no 
Books, till the Goodneſs of God, in a Way 
not leſs than that of Miracle, made a poor 
illiterate Man, in the Simplicity of a Child, 
to open and relate the deep myſterious 
Ground of all Things; in which is ſhewn 
the Birth and Beginning of Nature, or the 
firſt Workings of the inconceivable God, 
opening and manifeſting his Hidden, T. i- une 
Deity, in an outward State of Glory, in the 
Splendor of united Fire, Light, and Spirit, 
all kindled, and diſtinguiſhed, all united and 
beatified, by the hidden, inviſible, incon- 
ceivable, ſupernatural F ather, Son, and holy 
Spirit, working all the Glories in Heayen, 
and every kind of Life, and Bleſſing an Earth, 
by viſible, and inviſible Fire, Light, and 
Spirit. 

This is the wonderful Gift of God to theſe 
laſt diſtracted Ages of the World; and as 
every Purpoſe of God muſt ſtand, and ſooner 
or later produce all that, which God intended 
by it; ſo the more the Wile and the Learned 
in all Churches, reject this Counſel of God, 


the more they will promote its Succeſs over 


themſelves, and only help it, to come forth 
with greater Strength, and Glory to God, by 
being owned, and proclaimed by the an 
of Babes, and Sucklings. 


Q 3 Babel 
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Babel hath always had Men for its Builders; 
but the Kingdom of God ever was, and eyer 
will be made up of little Children, 


Farewel. 
April 10, 1757. 


P. H. I have read the Pamphlet you ſent 
on Di 90 Studies. It may be ſaid to be 
much better, than moſt of rhe kind in this 
and the laſt Century, and infinitely beyond 
Mr Weſley's Babyioniſh 4darejs is the Clergy ; 
but yet ſo wrong, as to be worſe than no Ad- 
vice at all. We ſeem to be farther from 
the Goſpel, in Point of Spirit, than in Di- 
ſtance of Time.——What ſhall I fay? Ba- 
bel is not a City, it is the whole Chriftian 
World. As to all theſe Directors of Divinity- 
Students, no more Folly need be laid ta 
their Charge, than is done by our Lord in 
theſe Words, Without me ye can do nothing ; 
as my Father ſent me, ſo ſend I you; the Holy 
Spirit | ſhall guide you into all 7 ruth, To all 
which the Apoſtle Jubſeribeth i in theſe Words, 
Who bath made us able Miniſters, not of the 
Letter, but of the Spirit. 

Now, put theſe Words of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtle, at the Beginning and End of 'Mc 
Weſley's Addreſs, and then you will fee, 
that almoſt all chat! is betwixt them, is empty 


Babble, 
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Babble, fitter for an old Grammarian, that 
was grown blear- eyed in mending Dictio- 
naries, than for one who had taſted the 


Powers of the World to come, and had 
found the Truth as it is in Jeſus. 


$4 $+4+$4+4$4++$4+4++$+4+$+4++4+4++$+ 
C8113  XEIY; 
To Mr T, L. 


av AMPER with no Phyſicians, 

but content yourſelf, to have 
| Well that Share of Health, which a 
4 JB] regular and good Life can 

belp you to.— Reflect not up- 
on your predominant Com- 
plexion, or how long it will be, before you 
get from under its Power, —St Paul wanted 


to be delivered from his Thorn in the Fleſh, 


He had all he prayed for, though the Thorn 
might continue, when God faid to him, My 
Grace is ſufficient for thee ; this was better to 
him, than if his Thorn had been taken from 
him.— This enabled him to ſay, I will glory 
in my Infirmities; for when I am weak, then 
J am flrong, You believe, that if it was not 
for earneſt and continual Prayer, your Turn 
O 4 
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to Melancholy would get the better of you; 
—Yoy. cannot believe this too much, for 
nothing elſe can preſerve you, from being led 
away by every other evil Temper, But let 
Reſignation to God, be the predominant Part 
of your Spirit of Prayer; it is not ſo much 
ardent Deſires, as humble Reſignation to be 
as God pleaſes, that keeps the Heart in the 
higheſt Union with him. Faith and Hope 
and Love get their beſt Strength, and work 
their higheſt Work, when Reſignation is the 
Salt wherewith they are ſeaſoned. 

You think, if you was to live an hundred 
Years in an abſtratted Contemplation, ' ſome 
Property of Nature, would ſtill be occa- 
fionally breaking forth in you. What occa- 
ſion had you, my Friend, to make this Com- 
plaint about ſuch a Contemplation | ? 
| You have no Buſineſs with it, nor any 
Reaſon to expect it ſhould do any thing for 
you.—Had you changed your Words, and 
ſaid, I believe if I was for a hundred Years 
to be wholly truſting in, and depending up- 
on God, to do that for me, which He has 
promiſed to do for all that truſt in Him, it 
would not be done: Had you expreſſed your 
Complaint in theſe Words, you would have 
ſeen, that neither Faith, nor Hope, nor 
Love, nor Reſignation, would have allowed 
you ig make it.—Look at yourſelf, at the 
Power of Ti ime, or any thing that * 

that 


LET T ER XXIV. 201 


that Complexion does, and then you may be 
afraid of every ching; but look at God, as 
him that is to do all for you, and in you, and 
then you need be afraid of Nothing.—A 
Thorn, or no Thorn, bad or good Blood, 
with all its Effects, loſe all their Difference, 
as ſoon as you know, that you are not your 
own, nor left to yourſelf, nor where to ſeek 
a Phyfician, that will not leave you un- 
healed. 

Me know that all Things muſt work toge- 
ther for Good, to them that love God. Now 
what ſignifies what the Things are, if we are 
to haye the ſame good from them, be they 


what they will? Let Complexion ſhew itſelf, 


let the dead Aſhes of old Sins, ſeem to be 
ready to come to Life again, what is all this, 
but helping us to be more alive unto God ? 
Fleſh will be Fleſh as long as we live, but 
every State of the Fleſh may help us to grow 
in the Spirit.— Therefore rejoice evermore, 
in every Thing give Thanks, and call no- 
thing but this, abſtrafed Contemplation. 


Fareuel. 


LETTER 


- Came 


5 — — —_ 4, — — — _ 
—  - —— * 2 2 —— * 


= "=> — 


_— 
— — — — — 
- * - _— — — 


_ — !b 
nw ris. lc... cs. r r a. ted. ·˙ 


— 
—— — 


* —— =—- 1 
- 


= — 
— —_—_— * — 


an 
- 
= „ 
— 
— Dx 


(202) 
eee 
LET TER XXV. 
To ; Clergyman of Weſtmoreland. 


Reverend Sir, 


WES He ONCERNING. the following 
WR” Texts, God hardned the Heart 
of Pharaoh He hath mercy 
on whom He vill Dave mercy, 
250 whom He will be hardeneth ;—— Good 
and Evil are from Lord; I create Light, 
and I create Darkneſs ; you aſk, how theſe 
Things can be conſiſtently affirmed of a God, 
all Love and Goodneſs to his Creatures? | 

I would aſk you alſo, is there any Difficul- 
ty of admitting the Truth of this Scripture; 
In God ue live, and move, and have our Being? 
does this claſh with the Idea of a God all 
Love and Goodneſs to the Creatures 
Now take all the contrary Things that are 
ſaid of God, with Relation to that which 
paſſes between God and Man, and they all 
imply no more, affirm no more, than the 
ſingle foregoing Text, namely, that in every 
| | | State 
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State of the Life of Man, be it what it will, 
either under a Senſe and Enjoyment of Good, 
or the Power and Pain of Evil, it is all owin 

to this divine, original, eſſential Relation be- 
tween God and Man, or becauſe in him we 
live, and move, and have our Being. 
For Man, thus come from God, muſt 
through the whole Courſe, or endleſs Ages 
of his Life, neither know, nor find, nor feel 
any thing of Good or Evil, Life or Death, 


Happineſs or Miſery, but ſolely becauſe of | 


That, which God is in him, and to him, 
and becauſe of 7. hat, which he is in God, 
and bath from him, by his original Birth or 
Creation, 

The earthly Animals, whoſe Birth is ani 
in and from this World, can have no Evil of 


Sin, or Miſery in their State, from God; 


and that only for this one Reaſon, becauſe they 


are not born of God, or partakers of the di- 


vine Nature. Therefore God's creating Evil 
in Man, is the ſame Thing, as if it was ſaid, 
the divine Birtb in Man, is that which cre- 
ates his Evil, becauſe he could have no Sin of 
a wrathful, proud, hardened Heart, theſe 
Things could neither exiſt in him, or be 
known by him, but becauſe he came into 
Being by a divine Birth. Angels could 


not be diabolical Spirits of Darkneſs, fiery 
Dragons of Wrath, Fury, Malice, Vengeance, 
Fer, Hatred, Se. Sc. but becaule they 

Were 
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were all born of God, to live and move and 
have their Being in him. This has created 
all the Evil of every Kind, that they can feel 
or know in their whole State. | 

All the Difficulty of reconciling ſuch con- 
trary Things as are faid of God, that He 
willeth only Lz:fe and Good, and yet that Evil 
and Death, are ſaid to come from him, ariſes 
from our conſidering the Operations of God 
in a creaturely Manner, or as we ſhould un- 
derſtand the fame contrary Things, if they 
were affirmed of any Creature.—— Whereas 
the Operation of God, in its whole Kind and 
Nature, is as different from any Thing that 
can be done by Creatures, as the Work and 
Manner of Creation, is different, in Power, 
Nature, and Manner, from that which Crea- 
tures can do to one another, —For (N. B.) 
the Operation of God is never in or with 
the Creature in any other Manner, or doing 
any other Thing, but that which it was and 
did in the Creation of them. This, and 
this alone is the working of the Deity in 
Heaven and on Earth ; nothing comes from 
him, or is done by him through all the Eter- 
nity of his Creatures, but that eſent:al Mani- 
feſtation of himſelf in them, which began 
the Glory and Perfection of their firſt Exiſ- 
tence. Now from this one, ſingle, im- 
mutable Operation of God, that He can be 
nothing elſe in, or towards the Creature, 


but 
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but that ſame Love and Goodneſs, that He 
was to it, at its Creation, it neceſſarily fol- 
lows, that to the Creature that turns from 
him, God can be nothing elſe to it, but the 
Cauſe of all its Evil and miſerable State. 


Hence is that of the Apoſtle, that Sin cometh 


by the Law, becauſe where there is no Law, 
there is no Tranſgreſſion. Now God, or 
the divine Nature in Man, is the One great 
Law of God in Man, from which, all that 
is Good and all that is Evil in him, hath its 
whole State and Nature.——His Life can 
have no Holineſs or Goodneſs in it, but as 
the divine Nature within him, is the Law 
by which he lives. He can. commit no 
other Sin, nor feel any kind of Hurt or Evil 
from it, but what comes from reſiſting, or 
rebelling againſt That of God, which is in 
him ; and therefore the Good and Evil of Man, 
are equally from God. And yet this could 
not be, but becauſe of this Ground, viz. that 
God is unchangeable Love and Goodneſs, and 
has only one Will and Work of Love and Good- 
neſs towards the Creature ——Juſt as the 
Law could not make Sin, or Evil, but be- 
cauſe it has no Sin or Evil in itſelf, but is 


immutably righteous, holy, and good, and 


has only one Mill and one Work towards Man, 
whether he receives Good or Evil by it, — 
Therefore the righteous, holy Law, that is ſo, 
becauſe it never changes its good Will, and 

| Wark 


— 
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Work towards Man, can truly fay of itſelf 
theſe two contrary Things T create Good, 
and I create Evil, 7 din the leaſt Contra- 
dition.——In the like Truth, and from the 
fame” Ground, it muſt be aid, that Happi- 
ne and Miſery, Life and Death, Tender- 
neſs and Hardneſs of Heart, are from God, 
or becanſe God is that which He is, in and 
to the Birth and Liſe of Man, 

This is the one true Key to the State of 
Man before his Fall, to his State after his 
Fall, and to the whole Nature of his Re- 
demption. All which three States, are in a 
few Words of our Saviour, ſet forth in the 
cleareſt and ſtrongeſt Degree of Light. I ant 
the true Vine, ye are the Branches. He that 
abideth in Me, and I in bim, bringeth forth 
much Fruit. This was Man's firſt created 
State of Glory and Perfection, it was a living 
and abidin ng in God, fuch a Birth and Com- 
munion of Life with him, and from him, 
as the Branch hath in and from the Vine. 

The Nature of Man's fallen State, and 
whence he has all the Evil that is in it, is ſet 
forth in the following Words, F a Man 
abide not in me (the true Vine) be is caſt 
forth as a Branch, and is withered, and Men 
gather them, and they are caſt into the Fire 
and burned. This comprehends the whole 
of Man's fallen State, ramely, a being broken 
off from the Life of God, and therefore be- 
Come 
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come ſuch a poor, withered, helpleſs Crea- 
ture, as may have all that done to him, as a 
Firebrand of Hell and Devils, which Men 
may do to a broken off, withered Branch of 
the Vine. And his State is as different from 
that of his Creation, as a withered 
ſmoaking and burning in the Fire, is different 
from its firſt State of Life and Growth in the 
rich Spirit of the Vine, —Again, the whole 
of Man's redeemed State, is in the following 
Words, I am the Bread of Life, that came 
down rom Heaven ; — He that eateth this 
Bread ſball live for ever ;-——Whoſo eateth 
my Fleſb and drinketh my Blood, hath eternal 
Life,—dwelleth in me, and I in bim. | 

This is our whole Redemption, it conſiſts 
in nothing elſe, but. having the full Life of 
God, or Birth of Chriſt begotten, and born 
in us again. -And thus do theſe three 
States of Man fully ſhew, that our firſt Per- 
fection, our miſerable Fall, and bleſſed Re- 
demption, have all that they have in them, 
whether of Glory, or Miſery, merely and 

ſolely becauſe God alone is all that is good, 
and can be nothing elſe but good towards 
the Creature; and that neither Angel, nor 
Man can be happy or miſerable, but becauſe 
it either hath, or hath not, this one God of 
Goodnels eſſentially living and operating in 
it, | 


What 
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What a Number of Things called Reli- 
gion, are here cut off at once? ſince nothing 
is Life, Happineſs, and Glory, but the one 
eſſential Operation of the Triune God of 

ve, and Goodneſs within us; nothing is 
Death, Evil, or Miſery, but the Departure, 
or turning from this eſſential God of our 
Lives, to ſomething that we would have 
from ourſelves, or the Creatures that are 
about us.——And how greatly is he delu- 
ded, who living among the Throng of re- 
ligious Schemes, thinks this, or that, or any 
Thing in Nature, can be his Atonement, 
his. Reconciliation, and Union with God, 
but the Spirit, the Body, and the Blood of 
Chriſt forming themſelves into a new Crea- 
ture within him. Then, and then only is 
he that firſt Man that God created, in 
whom alone he can be well pleaſed. But 
till then, he is that Man, whom the Cherubs 
two-edged flaming Sword will not ſuffer to 
enter into. Paradiſe. How is it now, 
that we are to regain that firſt Birth of 
Chriſt? Why juſt in the ' ſame Way, as 
Adam had it at firſt, What did he then 
do? How did he help forward God's creat- 
ing Power ? Now creating again, or re- 


ſtoring a firſt Life in God, is juſt the fame 
thing, and the ſame fole Work of God, as 
creating us at firſt ; and therefore we can have 
no More Share of Power in the one, than in 
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the other. Nothing lies upon us as Crea- 


tares fallen from God, or is required of ug - 


with Regard to our Growth in God, but not 
to reſiſt That, which God is doing towards a 
new Creation of us. | 
That which God is doing towards the new 
Creation of us, had its Beginning before the 
Foundation of the World. In Chrift Jeſus, 
faith St Paul, we were chaſen before the Foun- 
dation of the World; the ſame as ſaying, that 
God out of his great Mercy, had choſen to 
preſerve a Seed of the WORD and SPI- 
RIT of God in fallen Man, which thro' the 
Mediation of a God incarnate, ſhould revive 
into that fullneſs of Stature in Chriſt Jeſus, 
in which Adam was at firſt created. And 
all this Work of God towards a new Creation, 
is by that ſame eſſential Operation of God in 
us, which at firſt created. us in his Image and 
Likeneſs. And therefore Nothing belongs to 
Man in it, but only to yield himſelf up to it, 
and not reſiſt it. | | 

Now who is it, that may be ſaid to reſt 
it? It is every one who does not deny himſelf, 
take up his Croſs daily, and follow Chriſt, 
For every thing but this, is that Feb that 
warreth againſt the Spirit. The whole Life 
of the natural Man, reliſteth all that eſſential 
Operation of God, which would create us 
again in Chriſt Jeſus, —Farther, every Reli- 
gious Man reſiſteth it, in and by and through 
as " ing 
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the whole Courſe of his Religion, who takes 
any thing to be the Truth of Piety, the Truth 
of Devotion, the Truth of Religious Worſhip, 
but Faith, and Hope, and Truſt, and De- 
endance upon That alone, which the All- 
eating WORD, and All-SanRifying 
SPIRIT of God, inwardly, Ds 
and vitally worketh in his Soul, 
Wonld you know, how you are to der- 
ſtand this efential Operation of the Triune ho- 
ly Deity in our Souls, and why nothing elſe 
is, or can be that Grace or Hel of God, 
which bringeth Salvation, take this earthly 
Similitude of the Matter, 
The Ligbt and Air of this World „are 
univerſal Powers, that are eſſential to the Life 
of all the Creatures of this World. They are 
5 becauſe Nothing ſees, till the Light 
as brought forth a Birth of itſelf in the 
Eſſence of the Creature, which Birth of Light 
can laſt no longer, chan it is eſſentially united 
with the Operation of that univerſal Light, 
which brought it forth :—Air is alſo eſſential 
to the Life of the Creature, becauſe nothing 
tives, till a Birth of the Air i is born in it, nor 
any longer, than its own in- born Air, is in 
eſſential Union with that univerſal Air, and 
Operation of Air, that firſt brought it forth, 
Non from this eſſential, unalterable Re- 
lation between Light and Air, and ſeeing, 
living Creatures, it plainly follows, that 
Darkneſs 
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Darkneſs and Death, may be aſcribed to 
them, as well as Seeing and Life. 
| Thus, if Light and ir could ſay any thing 

of theinſeIves i in outward Words, of that which 
they are, and do to all Animals; If the 
Light was to fay, It is I that make ſeeing and 
blind Eyes; If the Air was to fay, I create 
Life, and I create Death; could thete be any 
Difficulty of underſtanding, or allowing the 
Truth of theſe Wotds? Or could they be 
true in any other Senſe, but becauſe Where 
Light is not, there is the Cauſe of Darkneſs, 
and where Air is not, there is the Cauſe of 
Death. And ſo in the ſtticteſt Truth of the 
Words, ſceing and Blind Eyes are from the 
Light; Hong and dend Bodies ate from the 
Air. bea Darkneſs could not be, bit 
becauſe Light does not ſhine in it, not the 
Body be dead, but becauſe the breathing of 
the Air is not in it. 

It is thus, with the efential Operation of 
the Triune Holy God, in the Life of all di- 
vine and godly rar; whether Men or 
Angels. The Light and holy Spirit of 
God, are univerſal Powers, and effential to 
the Birth of a godly Life in the Creature; 
1 creaturely Birth of a divine Lite, can 

oops no ſooner, than the WOR D and 

IRIT of God bring forth 'a' Birth of 
themſelves in the Creature, nor fabliſt any 
longer, than it is united with, and under the 
Fa -- continual 
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continual Operation of that Word and Spirit, 
which brought it forth. Hence it is truly 
ſaid, that ſpiritual Life, and ſpiritual Death, 
ſpiritual Good and ſpiritual Evil, Happineſs 
and Miſery are from God, and that for this 
one Reaſon, becauſe there i is no Good, but 
in God, nor any other Operation of God i in, 
and to the Creature, but that of heavenly Life, 
Light, Love, and Goodneſs. 

When Man, created in the Image and 
Likeneſs of God, to be an Habitation and 
Manifeſtation of the Triune God of Good- 
neſs, had by the Perverſeneſs of a falſe Will, 
turned from his holy State of Life in God, 
and ſo was dead to the bleſſed Union, and 
eſſential Operation of God in his Soul, yet 
the Goodneſs of God towards Man, altered 
not, but ſtood in the ſame good Will towards 
Man as at the firſt, and willed, and could 
will nothing elle towards the whole human 
Nature, but that every Individual of it, might 
be ſaved from that State of Death and "Miſery 
in an earthly Nature, into which they were 
fallen. 

Hence, that is, Hom this unchangeable 
Love of God towards Man, which 'could no 
more ceaſe, than God could ceaſe, came 
forth that wonderful Scene of Providence, of 
ſuch a variety of Means, and Diſpenſations, 
of Viſions, Voices, and Meſſages from Hea- 
ven, of Law, of Prophecies, of Promiſe 

an 
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and Threatnings, all adapted to the different 
States, Conditions, and Ages of the fallen 
World, for no other End, but by every Art 
of divine Wiſdom, and Contrivance of Love, 
to break off Man from his earthly Deluſion, 
and beget in him a Senſe of his loſt Glory, 
and ſo make him capable of finding again 
that bleſſed eſſential Operation of Father, 
Son, and holy Spirit in his Soul, which was 
the eſſential Glory of his firſt Creation. 

Now, as in this Scene of a divine and re- 
deeming Providence, God had to do with a a 
poor, blind, earthly Creature, that had loſt 
all Senſe of heavenly Things, as they are in 
themſelves, ſo the Wiſdom of God, muſt 
often, as it were, humanize itſelf, and con- 
deſcend to ſpeak of himſelf after the Manner 
of Men. He muſt ſpeak of his Eyes, his 
Ears, his Hands, his Noſe, &c. becauſe the 
earthly Creature, the mere natural Man, 
could no otherwiſe be brought into any Senſe 
of That, which God was to him, 

But now, all this Proceſs of divine. Provi- 
dence, was only for the ſake of ſomething 
higher; the Myſtery of God in Man, and 
Man in God, ſtill lay hid, and was no more 
opened, than the Myſtery of a redeeming” 
Chriſt, was opened in the Type of a Paſchal 
Lamb. 

Pentecoſt alone was That, which took away 
10 Veils, and ſhewed the Kingdom of God, 
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as it was in itſelf, and ſet Man again under 
the immediate, eſſential Operation of God, 
which firſt gave Birth to a holy Adam in Fa- 
radiſe. Types and Shadows ended, becauſe 
the ſubſtance of them was found. The clo- 
ven Tongues of Fire had put an End to them, 
by opening the divine Eyes, which Adam 
had cloſed up, unſtopping the ſpiritual Ears, 
that he had filled with Clay, and making his 
dumb Sons to ſpeak with new Tongues. 
And what did they ſay? They faid all old 
Things were gone, That a new Heaven and 3 
new Earth were coming forth, That God 
bimſelf was manifeſted in the Fleſh of Men, 
who were now all taught of God, And 
what were they 5 That ſame which 
Adam was taught by his firſt created Life 
in God, namely, that the immediate, eſſen- 
tial Operation of Father, Son, and holy Spi- 
rit, was henceforth the Birthright of all that 
were become true Diſciples of Chriſt. 
Thus ended the old Salden, and the Fall 
of Man, in a God manifeſted. in the Fleſh, 
dying in and for the World, and coming 
again in Spirit, to be the Lie and Laght of 

all the Sons of Adam. 
| Look now at all God's Diſpenſations to 
the Day of Pentecoſt, in this true point of 
Vi iew, as ſo many Schools of different Diſ- 
cipline and Education of the natural Man, 
in by a Bing Þ from m, he could 7+ 
the 
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the Language of Heaven, and be taught 
of God, and then you will ſufficiently ſee 
the childiſh Folly of thoſe grey- headed 
Doctors, who forgetting that the /a/t Times 
are come, when God will be known only 
as a Spirit, wor ſhipped only in Spirit, becauſe 
every thing elſe is but Shadow, and not 
the Truth, yet ſet up themſclves as Maſters, 
or Rabbies of new Schools of their own, 
which can only keep up that doating 
Learning, and Wiſdom of Words, which 
compelled the learned Jews, for the ſake 
of God, and Goodneſs, for the ſake of Law 
and Prophecy, to crucify the Chriſt of God, 
as a Beelzebub, and Blaſphemer. 

This old Logic and Criticiſm of Scribes 
and Phariſees, is that which robs diſputing 
Chriſtians of the Truth as it is in Jeſus, and 
inſtead of the true Bread that came down 
from Heaven, feeds their untegenetate Hearts 
with the dry Huſks of That, which can 
be got from Text ſet againſt Text in the 
outward Letter. Nay ſo wife are theſe 
verbal Proficients, as to think the Goſpel 
muſt be falſe, and the Bible itſelf only fit 
to be burned, if all That, is not to be 
aſcribed to God, as true of him, as he is 
in himſelf, which in Condeſcenſion to the 
poor, ignorant, fallen, earthly Creature, he 
ſpeaks of his Eyes, his Ears, his Hands, his 
turning þis Back, and turning his Face, his 
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coming down, and going up, his fiery Wrath, 
his deſtroying Fury, eyerlaſting Vengeance, 
Sc. Gc.——— Whereas all theſe Things are 
ſaid, not becauſe of That, which God is in 
bimſelf, in his holy, ſupernatural Being, 
but becauſe of that, which Man is, in the 
Blindneis of his fallen State, ſo ignorant of 
God, ſo averſe to Godlineſs, as only capable 
for a Time, to be inſtructed by the Im- 
preſſions of fuch Language: That is, till 
the Threatnings of the Law, and the Word 
of Prophecy have done their Work, and that 
Day-Star ariſeth in the Heart, which 
knoweth, and teacheth, that CRE ATOR, 
REDEEMER, and LOVE, are the 
one true unchangeable, Tri-une God, that 
Father, that Son, and holy Spirit, which 
from, Everlaſting to Everlaſting, have only 
ene Fill, and one Work of heavenly Life, 
Light, and Love in, and towards the 
Creatute.— And as true as this is, ſo true 
is it alſo, that from the firſt to the laſt Man, 
no one was, or ever will be any farther from 
[bis eſſential Operation of the holy Deity 
in his Soul, but ſo far as he hath withdrawn 
himſelf from it. hardened the Heart 
of Phargob ; this faith neither more nor leſs, 
than that Pharaoh had withdrawn his Heart 
from God, When God faith to Moſes, Iwill 
barden bis Heart, that he will not let the 
Poop go; it hath no other Meaning, than to 
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give to Moſes that ſame full Aſſurance of 
Pharaoh's State, which he gave to Jeremiah 
at another Time. Thou ſhalt (faith God) 
ſpeak all theſe Words to them, (N. B.) but they 
zoill not hearken to thee, thou ſhall call unto 
them, but they will not anſwer thee, Jer. vii. 
27,——God helped Pharaoh to his hardened 
Heart, juſt as he helped Adam not to be 
afraid of eating of the evil Tree, by aſſuring 
him, that certain Death was hid in it. 
But Adam's turning from God, to hear the 
Voice and Inſtruction of his own Reaſon and 
Imagination, and the Suggeſtions of a ſatanical 
Serpent, was that which created in him a 
new hardened Heart, bold enough to eat of 
the forbidden Tree.—— Now here, Sir, 
I would have you obſerve, that this Riſe of 
the firſt Sin, fully demonſtrates how the 
Matter unalterably ſtands between God and 
every Sinner, to the end of the World ; there 
cannot be the ſmalleſt Variation, either on 
the ſide of God, or on the fide of the Sinner. 
The whole Nature of God, his one unal- 
terable Will and Work, ſtands in the ſame 
full Oppoſition and Contrariety to every Work 
of Sin in every Man, as it did to Adam's 
ficſt Tranſgreflion, Nothing new will ever 
be in any Sin, it has but one Way of coming 
into the World, it muſt always be born out 
of Self and Satan, as the firſt was, And 
that which God did to prevent the firſt Sin, 
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faying to Adam, Eat not, that ſame mira- 
culous Voice of Love, keeps ſaying, and 
Kying to every Son of Adam, Sin not. 

Yet fo wiſe in the Ways of God, are ſome 
Divinity-Students, as to teach and preach, 
that the whole World, through its thouſands 
of Years, has been bringing forth its millions 
of Myriads of Sinners all round the Globe, 
who as ſoon as they have done with the Vanity 
and Miſery of this World, are to be roaring 
in the hotteſt Fire of an eternal Hell. For 
what? Why, becauſe they have been juſt 
as wicked, as the Decrees of God required 
and forced them to be. And alſo through 
every Age of the World, there hath always 
been a little Number of Righteous, who were 
to go to Heaven, which Number had no 
Littleneſs in it, but becauſe God would not 
ſuffer it to be greater. 

Can a Charge like this be brought againſt 
Satan? Nay, doth it not even free Satan from 
all the Evil that is charged upon him, and 
make him, though going about as a roaring 
Lion, to be as inſignificant a Tool in the 
Work of Sin, as the Preacher is in the Work 
of Godlineſs, though with ever fo loud a 
Voice, he beſeeches the Reprobate to be 
reconciled to God, or with Tears in his Eyes, 
exhorts the Elect not to depart from him? 

'You once, I remember, ſaid to me, that 
you thought. I over did the Matter, in my 
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Cenſure upon Learning. Let Learning 
therefore ſpeak for itſelf. Let its own Werks 
praiſe it, What has it done? What has 
brought forth a Multiplicity of Churches, but 
that very ſame Acuteneſs of Learning, which 
aſſerts and proves there. is but One? Whence 
comes Tranſybſtattiation,, Election, Reproy 
batian, Juſtification of ſeveral Sorts, Neceſſity 
and Inſignificancy of Works, Socinianiſm, 
Arjaniſm, &c. but from that Knowledge of 
Hiſtory, and critical Skill in Words, which 
is the Glory of the learned World. | 
Without me ye can da nothing, ſaith Chriſt. 
——That which a Man ſowetb, that ſhall be 
reap, faith the Apoſtle. Truths like theſe, 
of which the Scripture is full, would keep 
all Believers in the trus Church, attentive 
to the one thing needful, had not a Learning 
falſely ſo called, filled all Eyes with the Duſt 

D ys 75 . 
Now, Sit, be as ſober as you will about the 
Uſe and Power of Learning, Logic, and 
Eloquence, in the Doctrines of Salvation; 
condemn the bad uſe that Heretics, Schiſ- 
maties, Arians and . Socinjans. have made of 
tbem; yet let me whiſper, this Truth into 
your Ear, that you will never be delivered 
from. the Deluſion and Cheat of your own 
Learning, till by a. Light of Life riſen up 
within you, you come to ſee, and know, 
that you want no mare Learning, to change 
| you 
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you from a Sinner into a Saint, than Mary 
Magdalene did. © | | 

God ſaid to Abraham, Walk before me, 
and be thou perfect. This was the Hebrew 
School, in which the Father of the Faithful, 
was to learn to be perfect. But here now 
comes the Scholar-Critic, and finds, that 
Matters - ſtand not thus now, becauſe the 
glorious Light of the Goſpel (he ſays) has 
diſcovered that all lies in an Election and Re- 
probation, and that Salvation and Damnation 
come. from nothing elſe, the Apoſtle ex- 
preſsly ſaying, It is not of bim that willeth, 
nor of him that runneth, but of God that 
ſheweth Mercy. What a learned Strife 
has there been about the Meaning. of theſe 
Words? And yet they mean not one TJott 
more or leſs, than when the Apoſtle faith, 
The natural Man knoweth not the Things 
| of the Spirit, neither can be know them. 
All that is in the one Text, is in the other ; 
and both of them ſay only this one great and 
good Truth, namely, that the Creature can 
have no divine Life, Light, Goodneſs, and 
Happineſs, but from That, which the holy 
Tri-une 'God is, and operates by a Birth of 
his holy Nature in it. 
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